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Psalm - Psa 121

1 I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. 2 My help cometh from YHVH, which made heaven and earth. 3 He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber. 4 Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 5 YHVH is thy keeper: YHVH is thy shade upon thy right hand. 6 The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 7 YHVH shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. 8 YHVH shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore. 

 

Torah – Numbers Chapter 30 & 31
Vows and Oaths to YHVH; Vows of Minors and a Married Woman 

1 And Moses spake unto the heads of the tribes concerning the children of Israel, saying, This is the thing which YHVH hath commanded. 2 If a man vow a vow unto YHVH, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth. 3 If a woman also vow a vow unto YHVH, and bind herself by a bond, being in her father's house in her youth; 4 And her father hear her vow, and her bond wherewith she hath bound her soul, and her father shall hold his peace at her; then all her vows shall stand, and every bond wherewith she hath bound her soul shall stand. 5 But if her father disallow her in the day that he heareth; not any of her vows, or of her bonds wherewith she hath bound her soul, shall stand: and YHVH shall forgive her, because her father disallowed her. 6 And if she had at all an husband, when she vowed, or uttered ought out of her lips, wherewith she bound her soul; 7 And her husband heard it, and held his peace at her in the day that he heard it: then her vows shall stand, and her bonds wherewith she bound her soul shall stand. 8 But if her husband disallowed her on the day that he heard it; then he shall make her vow which she vowed, and that which she uttered with her lips, wherewith she bound her soul, of none effect: and YHVH shall forgive her. 9 But every vow of a widow, and of her that is divorced, wherewith they have bound their souls, shall stand against her. 10 And if she vowed in her husband's house, or bound her soul by a bond with an oath; 11 And her husband heard it, and held his peace at her, and disallowed her not: then all her vows shall stand, and every bond wherewith she bound her soul shall stand. 12 But if her husband hath utterly made them void on the day he heard them; then whatsoever proceeded out of her lips concerning her vows, or concerning the bond of her soul, shall not stand: her husband hath made them void; and YHVH shall forgive her. 13 Every vow, and every binding oath to afflict the soul, her husband may establish it, or her husband may make it void. 14 But if her husband altogether hold his peace at her from day to day; then he establisheth all her vows, or all her bonds, which are upon her: he confirmeth them, because he held his peace at her in the day that he heard them. 15 But if he shall any ways make them void after that he hath heard them; then he shall bear her iniquity. 16 These are the statutes, which YHVH commanded Moses, between a man and his wife, between the father and his daughter, being yet in her youth in her father's house.
The Battle Against Midian—Vengeance for the Balaam Affair

 31:1 And YHVH spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Avenge the children of Israel of the Midianites: afterward shalt thou be gathered unto thy people. 3 And Moses spake unto the people, saying, Arm some of yourselves unto the war, and let them go against the Midianites, and avenge YHVH of Midian. 4 Of every tribe a thousand, throughout all the tribes of Israel, shall ye send to the war. 5 So there were delivered out of the thousands of Israel, a thousand of every tribe, twelve thousand armed for war. 6 And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand of every tribe, them and Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, to the war, with the holy instruments, and the trumpets to blow in his hand. 7 And they warred against the Midianites, as YHVH commanded Moses; and they slew all the males. 8 And they slew the kings of Midian, beside the rest of them that were slain; namely, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam also the son of Beor they slew with the sword. 9 And the children of Israel took all the women of Midian captives, and their little ones, and took the spoil of all their cattle, and all their flocks, and all their goods. 10 And they burnt all their cities wherein they dwelt, and all their goodly castles, with fire. 11 And they took all the spoil, and all the prey, both of men and of beasts. 12 And they brought the captives, and the prey, and the spoil, unto Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and unto the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the camp at the plains of Moab, which are by Jordan near Jericho.
Moses Rebukes the Military Leaders for Sparing the Female Midianites

 13 And Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and all the princes of the congregation, went forth to meet them without the camp. 14 And Moses was wroth with the officers of the host, with the captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, which came from the battle. 15 And Moses said unto them, Have ye saved all the women alive? 16 Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass against YHVH in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague among the congregation of YHVH. 17 Now therefore kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman that hath known man by lying with him. 18 But all the women children, that have not known a man by lying with him, keep alive for yourselves. 19 And do ye abide without the camp seven days: whosoever hath killed any person, and whosoever hath touched any slain, purify both yourselves and your captives on the third day, and on the seventh day. 20 And purify all your raiment, and all that is made of skins, and all work of goats' hair, and all things made of wood.
The Laws of Koshering War Spoils and Utensils

 21 And Eleazar the priest said unto the men of war which went to the battle, This is the ordinance of the law which YHVH commanded Moses; 22 Only the gold, and the silver, the brass, the iron, the tin, and the lead, 23 Every thing that may abide the fire, ye shall make it go through the fire, and it shall be clean: nevertheless it shall be purified with the water of separation: and all that abideth not the fire ye shall make go through the water. 24 And ye shall wash your clothes on the seventh day, and ye shall be clean, and afterward ye shall come into the camp.
The Division of War Spoils

 25 And YHVH spake unto Moses, saying, 26 Take the sum of the prey that was taken, both of man and of beast, thou, and Eleazar the priest, and the chief fathers of the congregation: 27 And divide the prey into two parts; between them that took the war upon them, who went out to battle, and between all the congregation: 28 And levy a tribute unto YHVH of the men of war which went out to battle: one soul of five hundred, both of the persons, and of the beeves, and of the asses, and of the sheep: 29 Take it of their half, and give it unto Eleazar the priest, for an heave offering of YHVH. 30 And of the children of Israel's half, thou shalt take one portion of fifty, of the persons, of the beeves, of the asses, and of the flocks, of all manner of beasts, and give them unto the Levites, which keep the charge of the tabernacle of YHVH. 31 And Moses and Eleazar the priest did as YHVH commanded Moses. 32 And the booty, being the rest of the prey which the men of war had caught, was six hundred thousand and seventy thousand and five thousand sheep, 33 And threescore and twelve thousand beeves, 34 And threescore and one thousand asses, 35 And thirty and two thousand persons in all, of women that had not known man by lying with him. 36 And the half, which was the portion of them that went out to war, was in number three hundred thousand and seven and thirty thousand and five hundred sheep: 37 And YHVH's tribute of the sheep was six hundred and threescore and fifteen. 38 And the beeves were thirty and six thousand; of which YHVH's tribute was threescore and twelve. 39 And the asses were thirty thousand and five hundred; of which YHVH's tribute was threescore and one. 40 And the persons were sixteen thousand; of which YHVH's tribute was thirty and two persons. 41 And Moses gave the tribute, which was YHVH's heave offering, unto Eleazar the priest, as YHVH commanded Moses. 42 And of the children of Israel's half, which Moses divided from the men that warred, 43 (Now the half that pertained unto the congregation was three hundred thousand and thirty thousand and seven thousand and five hundred sheep, 44 And thirty and six thousand beeves, 45 And thirty thousand asses and five hundred, 46 And sixteen thousand persons;) 47 Even of the children of Israel's half, Moses took one portion of fifty, both of man and of beast, and gave them unto the Levites, which kept the charge of the tabernacle of YHVH; as YHVH commanded Moses. 48 And the officers which were over thousands of the host, the captains of thousands, and captains of hundreds, came near unto Moses: 49 And they said unto Moses, Thy servants have taken the sum of the men of war which are under our charge, and there lacketh not one man of us. 50 We have therefore brought an oblation for YHVH, what every man hath gotten, of jewels of gold, chains, and bracelets, rings, earrings, and tablets, to make an atonement for our souls before YHVH. 51 And Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold of them, even all wrought jewels. 52 And all the gold of the offering that they offered up to YHVH, of the captains of thousands, and of the captains of hundreds, was sixteen thousand seven hundred and fifty shekels. 53 (For the men of war had taken spoil, every man for himself.) 54 And Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold of the captains of thousands and of hundreds, and brought it into the tabernacle of the congregation, for a memorial for the children of Israel before YHVH. 
Mitzvot
	Verse(s)
	Mitzvah Number
	Category
	Law

	Num 30:1
	206
	Vows, Oaths and Swearing
	To decide in cases of annulment of vows, according to the rules set forth in the Torah. 

	Num 30:2
	207
	Vows, Oaths and Swearing
	Not to break a vow. 


 
Stand alone Aleph Tav’s
This Aleph Tav is found between the 1st and 2nd words of Num 31:26
Num 31:26 KJV  Take Aleph Tav the sum of the prey that was taken, both of man and of beast, thou, and Eleazar the priest, and the chief fathers of the congregation:
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Haftorah - Jer 4:2-2

2 And thou shalt swear, YHVH liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness; and the nations shall bless themselves in him, and in him shall they glory. 

Brit - Mat 5:33-37

33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is Elohim's throne: 35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. 36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black. 37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. 

Gospel - Joh 18:19-40

19 The high priest then asked Y’shua of his disciples, and of his doctrine. 20 Y’shua answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing. 21 Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold, they know what I said. 22 And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck Y’shua with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest so? 23 Y’shua answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me? 24 Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest. 25 And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said therefore unto him, Art not thou also one of his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am not. 26 One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the garden with him? 27 Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock crew. 28 Then led they Y’shua from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover. 29 Pilate then went out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against this man? 30 They answered and said unto him, If he were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered him up unto thee. 31 Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death: 32 That the saying of Y’shua might be fulfilled, which he spake, signifying what death he should die. 33 Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Y’shua, and said unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews? 34 Y’shua answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me? 35 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done? 36 Y’shua answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Y’shua answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 38 Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all. 39 But ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one at the passover: will ye therefore that I release unto you the King of the Jews? 40 Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber. 
 

History - 2Ch 21:1-20

1 Now Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of David. And Jehoram his son reigned in his stead. 2 And he had brethren the sons of Jehoshaphat, Azariah, and Jehiel, and Zechariah, and Azariah, and Michael, and Shephatiah: all these were the sons of Jehoshaphat king of Israel. 3 And their father gave them great gifts of silver, and of gold, and of precious things, with fenced cities in Judah: but the kingdom gave he to Jehoram; because he was the firstborn. 4 Now when Jehoram was risen up to the kingdom of his father, he strengthened himself, and slew all his brethren with the sword, and divers also of the princes of Israel. 5 Jehoram was thirty and two years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 6 And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, like as did the house of Ahab: for he had the daughter of Ahab to wife: and he wrought that which was evil in the eyes of YHVH. 7 Howbeit YHVH would not destroy the house of David, because of the covenant that he had made with David, and as he promised to give a light to him and to his sons for ever. 8 In his days the Edomites revolted from under the dominion of Judah, and made themselves a king. 9 Then Jehoram went forth with his princes, and all his chariots with him: and he rose up by night, and smote the Edomites which compassed him in, and the captains of the chariots. 10 So the Edomites revolted from under the hand of Judah unto this day. The same time also did Libnah revolt from under his hand; because he had forsaken YHVH Elohim of his fathers. 11 Moreover he made high places in the mountains of Judah and caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem to commit fornication, and compelled Judah thereto. 12 And there came a writing to him from Elijah the prophet, saying, Thus saith YHVH Elohim of David thy father, Because thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy father, nor in the ways of Asa king of Judah, 13 But hast walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and hast made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms of the house of Ahab, and also hast slain thy brethren of thy father's house, which were better than thyself: 14 Behold, with a great plague will YHVH smite thy people, and thy children, and thy wives, and all thy goods: 15 And thou shalt have great sickness by disease of thy bowels, until thy bowels fall out by reason of the sickness day by day. 16 Moreover YHVH stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines, and of the Arabians, that were near the Ethiopians: 17 And they came up into Judah, and brake into it, and carried away all the substance that was found in the king's house, and his sons also, and his wives; so that there was never a son left him, save Jehoahaz, the youngest of his sons. 18 And after all this YHVH smote him in his bowels with an incurable disease. 19 And it came to pass, that in process of time, after the end of two years, his bowels fell out by reason of his sickness: so he died of sore diseases. And his people made no burning for him, like the burning of his fathers. 20 Thirty and two years old was he when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem eight years, and departed without being desired. Howbeit they buried him in the city of David, but not in the sepulchres of the kings. 

 

 

Commentary

Notes from Nehemia Gordon regarding places in scripture where we are to swear

Mat 5:33-37 KJV  

Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, “Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths:  34  But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is Elohim's throne:  35  Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.  36  Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black.  37  But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.
Mat 5:33-37 Hebrew Matthew (found in the scroll of Evan Bohan)
33 You have further heard what was said by the ancients, “you shall not swear falsely by my name” but you must pay your vow to YHVH. 34  But I say to you that you must not swear by anything falsely, not by Heaven which is the throne of YHVH, 35  nor by the earth which is his footstool, nor by Jerusalem, which is His city, 36  nor by your head because you cannot make one hair white or black, 37  But let your yes be yes and your no, no. Anything added to this is evil.

source: http://houseofjoseph.tripod.com/library/materials/andthoushaltreaddo.htm 

Lev 19:12 KJV  And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy Elohim: I am YHVH.

the Pharisees took this and twisted it into saying you had permission to swear falsely, just as long as you didn’t use the name YHVH
Jer 12:16 KJV  And it shall come to pass, if they will diligently learn the ways of my people, to swear by my name, YHVH liveth; as they taught my people to swear by Baal; then shall they be built in the midst of my people.

Deu 6:13 KJV  Thou shalt fear YHVH thy Elohim, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name.

Deu 10:20 KJV  Thou shalt fear YHVH thy Elohim; him shalt thou serve, and to him shalt thou cleave, and swear by his name.

1Ki 2:23 KJV  Then king Solomon sware by YHVH, saying, Elohim do so to me, and more also, if Adonijah have not spoken this word against his own life.

1Sa 20:3 KJV  And David sware moreover, and said, Thy father certainly knoweth that I have found grace in thine eyes; and he saith, Let not Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved: but truly as YHVH liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there is but a step between me and death.

As YHVH lives is a vow which means that if I am lying, I am denying the creator. (From Nehemia Gordon)
 Notes by John Marsing on Num 31:28 and Word study of Tribute / mekes
Num 31:28 KJV  And levy a tribute H4371 mekes unto YHVH of the men of war which went out to battle: one soul of five hundred, both of the persons, and of the beeves, and of the asses, and of the sheep:

The word tribute sounds exactly like a Constitutional Direct Tax which uses the verbiage "census, apportionment and enumeration".  Strong’s concordance shows that only in this parasha is this word for tribute (H4371 “mekes”), used throughout  the TaNaCh.
Word study on tribute:

Strong’s 

Probably from an unused root meaning to enumerate; an assessment (as based upon a census): - tribute.

LXX related word(s) :  G5056 telos 

H4371 מכס mekes
Total KJV Occurrences: tribute; Num_31:28, Num_31:37-41 (5)
See also http://torahlawform.com/Documents/Word_Study_nadir_H5087_neder_H5088_nazi_H5139_nazar_H5144.pdf
JKM Footnotes (in italics)

Num 31 : 6 And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand of every tribe, them and Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, to the war, with the holy instruments, and the trumpets to blow in his hand.
Moshe recused himself of this responsibility could it be because his in-laws were Midianites???

Num 31 : 8, 16, Deu 13:5

And they slew the kings of Midian, beside the rest of them that were slain; namely, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam also the son of Beor they slew with the sword.

Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass against the LORD in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague among the congregation of the LORD.

 And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death; because he hath spoken to turn you away from the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the house of bondage, to thrust thee out of the way which the LORD thy God commanded thee to walk in. So shalt thou put the evil away from the midst of thee. (Deu 13:5 KJV)
See Num_24:25;  Num_31:8, Num_31:16
YHVH commands false prophets to be put to death (Deu_13:5), and indeed, we read of Balaam’s death at the hands of the Israelites in Numbers 31:8

Joh 18:20 KJV  Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing.

Y’shua was not secret about it teaching as he taught in the open i.e. Full Disclosure.  He was not afraid of the “Torah Gospel”

Joh 18:21 KJV  Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold, they know what I said.

GG: Shut up!, be quite! and don't say anything!  Is Y'shua exercising his “5th  amendment rights” not to incriminate himself?  Maybe he is being helpful in the case asking Pilate for a second witness other than himself?
Joh 18:22-23 KJV  And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest so?  (23)  Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me?

Where is the crime?  the burden of proof is on his accusers to show where I have spoken evil (again Y’shua is “taking the 5th”).

Joh 18 : 31

“Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death:”

1) The law form is Torah, and they therefore must "sit in the seat of Moshe".  

2) “…It is not lawful for us to put any man to death.”  Is George Gordon wrong when he points out the Torah has 30+ death sentences and isn’t a false prophet not one of them (see my notes above on Num 31:8 & Deu 13:5)?   Maybe Torah is not their law form?

Joh 18 : 38

“Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all.”

Jack Smith: on the public side the truth is on the moon, on the private site the truth is the word of Elohim.  Pilate was given warning on the private side by his wife. (kind of like an ex parte communication)
Ahavta

Commentary - Year 3 Sabbath 18
Numbers 30:1 - 31:54  -   Jeremiah 4:2   -   Psalm 116   -   Matthew 5:33-48
Av 4, 5763 / August 2, 2003; Av 4, 5766 / July 29, 2006 
 Mattot / The Tribes   
Numbers 30
Vows and oaths

There are two categories of neder – vow: one may prohibit himself from doing something allowed by Torah, such as traveling to another city for a certain period of time; or one may obligate himself to perform something optional in Torah, such as a contribution to a certain charity. One cannot use a neder to bind himself to perform an act, excepting a voluntary Torah command: one cannot use a neder to require himself to go to sleep at a certain time.

There is a distinction between a neder – vow and a shevoah – oath. An oath may either require or prohibit the performance of an act, including acts unrelated to voluntary Torah commands. A vow changes the status of an object, while an oath does not. If one makes a vow to refrain from eating figs, then figs gain the status of forbidden food. If one swears with an oath to eat figs, then the person becomes obligated, but there is no change of status of the fig, since any number of figs may be left.

The vow has the unusual quality of being a halachic requirement created by oneself, rather than by God. The vow is enforceable by the courts.

Revocation (hafarah) and annulment (hatarah)

(V.6) A father or husband cannot retroactively revoke a vow or oath that his daughter or wife has already broken – before he hears of it; she is liable to punishment. (V.14) A husband’s authority to revoke is limited to vows or oaths that would cause the wife personal affliction, or affect the marital relationship. (V.15) A father or husband has only until the end of the day, in which he hears of the vow, to revoke it. (V.16) If a husband’s time to revoke has elapsed, but he misleads his wife into thinking that he revoked it within due time, then the husband is subject to the penalty for breaking the vow.

According to Talmudic rulings, a court may annul a vow or oath, even after it is broken, if it determines that there are reasons such as error or ignorance. Otherwise, a court may mete out a penalty of lashes.

Jeremiah 4:2
The haftarah portion refers to swearing “in truth, in justice, and in righteousness.”

Psalm 116
Today’s Psalm reads (v.14), “I shall pay my vows to Yahweh, oh may it be in the presence of all His people.”

Matthew 5:33-37
Now for Yeshua’s words: “You have heard that the ancients were told, 'You shall not make false oaths, but shall fulfill your oaths to the Lord.' But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. Nor shall you make an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. But let your statement be, 'Yes, yes' or 'No, no'; and anything beyond these is of the evil one.”

The Torah portion requires honesty, and Yeshua stresses that we should make no oath that we have not the power to keep – which means no oath at all. And our honesty level should be such that “Yes” means yes and “No” means no.

Firstly, we should not engage in insincere speech as is common in the world. We should not make up stories just for conversation. We should not lie though it might seem to be for our benefit. We should be serious in our statements. This does not mean that we can’t tell jokes, or fictional stories, when that is understood as our intent. Paul says (Colossians 3:9), “Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices”.

Secondly, we must be careful to be accurate in our statements. Whether we are speaking of God’s Word, or speaking about other people, or just in casual conversation, we must learn to take care to be accurate. We should not exaggerate, or make claims of which we are uncertain.

“The Lord showed me” is a common introduction to a statement that cannot be otherwise defended: it can be not only dishonest, but also a vain show of spirituality, and a vain use of God’s name.

Thirdly, when we say that we will do something – whether in a business transaction (such as signing a credit slip) or in casual conversation, we must take care to fulfill our obligation fully and timely. These are areas where people often agree to things far beyond their ability to control. 

In situations where most of us use credit, such as for housing and vehicles, there are laws and rules: we often must have insurance to cover the creditor in case we lose our asset and default. So, we see that, even in our nation’s laws, there is recognition of our inability to perform what we say, and we may be required to post a guarantee – if the creditor can’t take our asset, the insurer pays: thus our “Yes” is backed up by an ability to perform. 

We must know when to say “Yes” and when to say “No”. We should not let social pressure sway us to say “Yes” to smoking or use of strong drink or drugs. We should not let personal feelings entice us into saying “Yes” to wrong relationships. We should not be gullible to pressure sales tactics in making purchases.

We need to learn when to say “Yes”, and when to say “No”. This means being honest about relating what we have seen in the past, and being careful about what we agree to do in the future.

Numbers 31
Now we see the retribution Yahweh commanded against the Midianites (Numbers 25:16-18): “Then Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Be hostile to the Midianites and strike them; for they have been hostile to you with their tricks, with which they have deceived you in the affair of Peor, and in the affair of Cozbi, the daughter of the leader of Midian, their sister who was slain on the day of the plague because of Peor.’ ” This is the battle wherein the sorcerer Balaam is slain (v.8): he is the one whose donkey talked to him, and he is the one who counseled the Midianites to tempt Israel with immorality.

(V.3) Moses proceeded without delay to send the soldiers to battle, even though God had told him that he would die after this war.

(V.13-18) Moses rebuked the officers for sparing the Midianite women who had enticed the Israeli men with immorality.

The latter portion of the chapter deals with laws of purification for those involved with war-slayings.

Matthew 5:43-47
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor, and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax-gatherers do the same? And if you greet your brothers only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?”

This follows Yeshua’s explanation of  “an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth”: the intent was never personal retribution, but rules for judges to make equitable judgments.

Yahweh commanded the Israelites to slay the Midianites – them specifically. By seeking to destroy Israel, they had become the enemies of God, and Israel was commanded to execute God’s judgment. There was no command here for individuals to hate their individual enemies. 

Yeshua was not abolishing Torah.
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Scriptures

Numbers 30:1 to 32:42
Numbers 28:9-15
Isaiah 66:1-24
Jeremiah 1:1 to 2:3 
Matthew 5:33-37
James 4:1 to 5:20

Numbers chapter 30 is entirely devoted to the subject of vows and oaths. Yeshua said we are to love one another. He then went on to describe what that love is. According to Yeshua, to love your neighbor means that you walk in His holy commandments “A new command I give you: love one another. On that day, you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him. If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in His love. This is my command: love each other” (John 13:34; 14:17, 20; 15:10, 17). 

What are Yeshua’s commandments?

Yeshua is the mouth of YHVH. When YHVH spoke at Mount Sinai it was through His mouthpiece, Yeshua Ha Mashiach, the Incarnate Living Torah. The commandments spoken at Mount Sinai are Yeshua’s commandments – called the gospel (John 5:46-47).

By His Word (Yeshua), YHVH created the Universe and everything in it. The physical presence of YHVH’s Word is Yeshua (John 1:1, 14). To love our neighbor is to love Yeshua by walking in His loving holy instruction (Torah) thus keeping His commandments. As we do so, Yeshua comes and makes His dwelling within us. As Yeshua is in the Father, and the Father is in Him, and Yeshua is in us, the force that created the universe now lives in us. Therefore, when we speak lightly or make vows/oaths, it is with the power to bless or the power to curse. What comes from our thoughts and out of our mouths has a creative force behind it (Isaiah 66:1; Proverbs 23:7; John 15:7).

When we came to Yeshua, it was by way of a vow and an oath. We said, “Yes, come rule and reign in my life.” We agreed to keep the Covenant and the principles that govern that Covenant.

We are what we speak. What we say will come toward us; we reap what we sow from our own thoughts and speech. If we sow healthy seed, we will reap blessings and a good harvest. If we have poor thoughts and speech, we will not reap blessings but, rather, invite poverty to come into some area of our life (physical/spiritual). We bind our own souls. We are accountable to YHVH for the words we say. He is faithful to the curses as He is to the blessings. If something has happened in our life to cause us pain (physical/spiritual), this should not have any effect or hold on our future unless we allow it to. We can change our status by forgiveness through repentance, teshuvah (turning), and blessing others. We make choices daily and hourly for which realm we walk in. Blessings or curses – the choice is up to us.

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says (James 1:22).

Numbers 30:2 Vows

When a man, a widow or a divorced woman makes a vow to YHVH, or takes an oath to obligate themselves by a pledge, they must not break their word but must do everything they have said.

If a woman is still living under her father’s care and makes an inappropriate oath according to Torah, her father can forbid it. The same is true for a married woman; her husband can respond to YHVH for her and nullify the vow. The vow will not be binding on them. But if these men do not respond, then the pledge will be binding on the women. 

These are the regulations YHVH gave Moses concerning relationships between a man and his wife, and between a father and his young daughter still living in his house (Numbers 30:16).

The word vow in Hebrew is neder (Strong’s # H5088), which means: to bind or imprison, and to dedicate a specific object or creature to YHVH. The word oath in Hebrew is sh’vuah (Strong’s # H7621/TWOT 2319a) meaning: an obligation taken upon yourself rather than imposed on the object. Sh’vua comes from the root word sheba (TWOT #2318) meaning seven.

What happens if a vow/oath was or is made without a covering, or when what was spoken has not been followed through? What if the person making the vow/oath does not intend to keep it, or if, after thinking about it, the person making the vow/oath cannot fulfill it? The scriptures are very clear that we are bound by the vows and oaths we make from our mouths.

These days, many people make vows all the time with no intention of keeping them. We say things like “I’ll call you sometime,” “We’ll get together,” “I will do this or that,” “You will have it on time,” “That’s a promise,” “We’d love to come,” etc. These empty expressions have become acceptable closing remarks rather than sincere promises for later action on our commitment. Our word is no longer our bond and we wonder where YHVH’s blessings are. Many do not realize they may have spoken out a vow/oath that, when not followed through with, has bound and imprisoned them and hindered YHVH’s blessings. We need to go back and make right the vows/oaths and repent to YHVH for not keeping them. Scripture points out the seriousness of our thoughts and speech to YHVH. How many of us have missed the mark and failed to keep our word to YHVH and to others? We all have.

It has been said that keeping a commitment or a promise is a major deposit; breaking one is a major withdrawal and that every time we don’t keep a commitment to our self, we eat away at our self-esteem, bit by bit. How can we feel good about ourselves if we can’t keep our promises? Maybe you say yes when you want to say no, but the desire to please gets in the way. Maybe you commit out of guilt, maybe you commit because you want to be liked. Maybe you simply commit because somewhere along the way you never really learned how to say NO! And, then there is the commitment addict, whose life ends up a juggling act of endless promises impossible to keep. Along the way family and friends end up at the back of the bus, the expense of the over achiever having little precious time for commitments to family and more so for self. Either way, what comes out of the mouth from ungodly order is what binds us.

Looking deeper at the Hebrew word for oath and the root word seven, we see our speech is tied to the eternal Spirit of YHVH who lives in us. Our speech must reflect Him. If it does not, and we make a vow or oath that we fail to keep (called a lie), we misrepresent Him and invite binding upon ourselves with consequences called curses that follow.

In a book called Hung by the Tongue, the author writes, “What you say is what you get. (Mark 11:23). What comes out of your mouth will determine your future. God knows the future because He spoke the future into existence. He also put your future into your hands, so that YOU CAN SPEAK your salvation or your future. You actually speak your own future. That is why I am training myself to control my words, to control my future. Your words are spirit and life – once you speak them, they become life. What you say is what you get. You cannot rise above what you allow yourself to think or say. You can think back and as you think about your life, the life you have been leading, ask yourself this question: “What has been happening to me?” Then stop and think about what you have been saying or thinking all your life. You will find that you have been speaking your life into existence. A spiritual principle such as the law of sowing and reaping can never be broken. This spiritual principle always works. Luke 6:37-38 tells us that whatever we give out, we will have it multiplied back to us. If you criticize people, you will reap criticism. If you judge people, you will be judged. If you bless people, you will receive blessing in return.” (End of quote.)

Yeshua said, "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to YHVH. But I tell you, do not swear at all: either by heaven for it is YHVH's throne; or by the earth, for it is His footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one" (Matthew 5:33-37).

A gracious provision was made in Scripture for a father or a husband to declare any oath, made by his daughter or his wife, as void, provided he do so upon hearing it. However, if there was no covering of a man for a young woman, wife, widow or a divorced woman, the vow or oath they spoke would be binding on them. A man’s words would be binding on himself, accountable to YHVH. A vow or oath to YHVH that obligated by a pledge was not to be broken. All are to honor the words spoken and be accountable to them just as YHVH honors His Word to us (Numbers 30:2,9).

For those who have spoken out vows and oaths innocently and not kept them, we can come to our Heavenly Father, who is our covering and our redemption, and repent for past behavior. Yeshua has paid our price and died our death that we might live and walk uprightly, and obey His teaching and instructions that brings us LIFE!!! This is the greater Torah! Breaking vows and oaths we made personally before YHVH is what we do on the feast of Rosh Chodesh/the New Moon Festival each month, a day referred to as a mini Yom Kippur. The corporate breaking of vows and oaths is done on Yom Kippur once a year.

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law (of sin and death) but under (the law of life called) grace? By no means! Don't you know that when you (as believers) offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey-- whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience (to torah), which leads to righteousness (and holiness)? But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin (before you repented), you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching (the gospel – the Law of Moses and Yeshua given at Mount Sinai) to which you were entrusted. You have been set free from sin (by Yeshua`s taking our sin upon Himself so that we could be set free from our sin through repentance) and have become slaves to (Yeshua`s) righteousness (and holiness through YHVH's teaching and instruction given at Mount Sinai) (Romans 6:15-18).

Numbers 31:1-18 Vengeance on the Midianites

YHVH said to Moses, "Take vengeance on the Midianites for the Israelites. After that, you will be gathered to your people." So Moses said to the people, "Arm some of your men to go to war against the Midianites and to carry out YHVH's vengeance on them" (Numbers 31:1-3).

Abraham’s nephew Lot incestuously fathered two children, Ammon and Moab, by his two daughters. Much impurity and discord come from this, as seen by their descendants in Scripture. However, we also see YHVH’s grace at work through these two people groups, for from Moab’s descendants came Ruth, who married Boaz, and Ammon was destined to produce Naamah, wife of Solomon and mother of Rehoboam (Genesis 19:30-38; Ruth 1:4; 1 Kings 14:21).

YHVH did not take vengeance on the Edomites, who were the descendants of Jacob’s twin brother Esau, when they confronted Israel by refusing passage through their land. YHVH did take vengeance on the Moabites, however, when they joined with the Midianites and prevented the Israelites passage through their land. They not only fought against Israel but also deceived them, enticing them into sin. The sin of Moab coming into the camp threatened the very essence of Israel’s morals and family life by trying to take away their identity. YHVH now took vengeance on Moab and commanded Israel to make war against them. All the people were to be killed (Numbers 21:23; 25:1-3).

During the battle, the Israelites succeeded in killing every man, including Balaam. The women who followed Balaam’s advice and caused the moral decay in the camp of Israel, however, were captured and brought into the camp along with the children, herds, flocks and plundered goods. When Moses saw how YHVH’s vengeance had not been upheld, he ordered the killing of all young boys, as well as women who had slept with a man, while the virgin girls were to be spared and kept alive. 

Numbers 31:19-24 Purification of the Camp

Following the Children of Israel having come in contact with death, Moses commanded the people to purify themselves by staying outside the camp seven days, entering into the mikvah /water of cleansing before returning to the community (Numbers 19). YHVH has us understand that touching the physically dead has a direct correlation to touching the spiritually dead and bringing that contamination into our lives. The Moabites brought spiritual and physical death into the camp of Israel. When Israel had contact with death, it was the water cleansing YHVH used to give them a status change from the realm of death to the realm of life. 

Yeshua fulfilled the red heifer water cleansing ceremony in His death. Scripture does not say that just because Yeshua fulfilled the water cleansing, the ritual application was done away with (along with YHVH’s Feasts, the New Moon festival, the Sabbath and all other physical applications of His Word). On the contrary, Torah was to continue to be upheld - for a blessing. 

Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law (Romans 3:31).

Today, when we go into the mikvah (water cleansing) in Yeshua’s Name, our status is changed from the realm of death to the realm of life. The mini form of mikvah, called rachatz in Hebrew, is when we ceremonially wash our hands. We see this in James 4:7 “Submit yourselves, then to YHVH. Resist the devil (unclean realm), and he (it) will flee from you. Come near to YHVH and He will come near to you. Wash (cleanse) your hands and purify (physical application of water – (Strong’s #G48) your hearts.” (John 2:6). Doing the physical application of obedience to YHVH’s commandments sanctifies and purifies our hearts and changes our status from the unclean realm to the clean realm. We are to apply the Living Water (Yeshua) spiritually and physically to our bodies.

In Numbers 31:19-24 there was a spiritual death for those who touched the spirit of Balaam and the unclean Moabite practices. The Israelites needed to separate and cleanse themselves from this in order to keep the camp clean. The contaminated individuals applied the water of cleansing (Living water) and were purified inside and outside. 

As we learned in the parsha Balak two studies ago (www.sheepfoldgleanings.com), the spirit of Balaam is still with us today (2 Peter 2: 1-22; Jude; Revelation 2:14). Whenever we come in contact with the unclean realm or if we even suspect that we have become contaminated, we are called to spiritually cleanse ourselves with the application of physical water. The water represents the water cleansing, an eternal commandment through out our generations for those who have sinned (Numbers 19). This water symbolized Yeshua’s death and resurrection. Today the application of water is part of the on going process, not for salvation, but in conjunction with holiness and sanctification for those under Yeshua’s blood covering and in His redemption, as Yeshua is our living water that brings LIFE! Yeshua is the same yesterday, today and forever (Ezekiel 16:9; Ezekiel 36:25; Zechariah 13:1; John 3:5; Acts 22:16; Titus 3:5-7; Hebrews 10:22; Hebrews 13:8; 1 John 5:6). 

House of Israel and House of Judah together are Yeshua’s priesthood today (Hebrews 8:8-10). The passages above are written to believers learning to walk in holiness. The applications of Yeshua’s commandments are essential for understanding and walking in His Kingdom. The priesthood of Yeshua is to know the difference between clean and unclean, holy and unholy and about the Sabbaths, new moons and feast days of YHVH and teach this to others. They understand how to minister the holy things in a holy manner. They learn to walk in holiness and righteousness as their hearts respond to the sanctification and circumcision imparted in Yeshua’s Word. Yeshua’s priesthood today will no longer walk in the sins of their ancestors but learned to shed their filthy garments, to immerse themselves in the water cleansing/mikvah and to clothe themselves in righteous holy ways as witnessed by the fruit of repentance - the fruit of the Spirit. 

Numbers 31:25-54 Dividing the Spoils – The Law of Reciprocation

This section has to do with correctly dividing the increase in “our” camp. Only after everything was purified did the Israelites proceed to divide up the spoils. The spoils were divided between the men who went to war and the Israelite community. Before taking possession of the goods, the army paid a “tribute” to YHVH through Eleazar the priest. The same was offered to YHVH by the Israelite community to the Levites before taking the goods for themselves. 

The army of YHVH was lead into battle by Eleazar and the Levites. They had no inheritance among the children of Israel. The priests and Levites, caretakers of the tabernacle, were the moral teachers of the community. This “tribute” given to them was a thanksgiving offering that blessed the whole community. This is the same for us today. Our “tribute” called the law of reciprocation ought to be a priority in our lives. 

Definition: Reciprocate: to give or to take mutually; interchange. To show, feel or give in response or return. To move back and forth alternately. To give and take something mutually. To be complementary or equivalent. To return in kind or degree.

What we receive from others needs to be returned in kind, to be acknowledged; otherwise the “law” is not fulfilled in them or ourselves. It will become stagnate and have no life if we do not reciprocate. Only one healed leper returned to give thanks to Yeshua. There are many in ministries today who have served for years with no thanks given. No wonder thousands are leaving the ministry each year. The Dead Sea in Israel is dead. It has no life form because there is no outflow of water, only inflow. This stands as a witness to us. We have become a society that is very self-focused. We take for granted what others have freely extended to us through their hard work and efforts to teach us that transforms our lives for the better. They need to be acknowledged and infused physically with the law of reciprocation. And don’t stop there; we ought to re-turn the blessing to our family members, our friends and to those who serve us in the community. This is a universal law and a holy tribute before YHVH - to bless us.

Numbers 32 The Transjordan Tribes

The tribes of Reuben and Gad saw that the land east of the Jordan was suitable for livestock. They said to Moses and Eleazar and the community leaders, "If we have found favor in your eyes, let this land be given to us. Do not make us cross the Jordan."

The Reubenites and Gadites had not yet seen the Promised Land but were certain this land east of the Jordan River was better than what YHVH had for them. The two tribes would have had deep conversations about this before approaching Moses. They made their own decisions and took their own lives, as well as the lives of future generations, into their own hands. How many of us have made decisions that we are sure YHVH would “approve of”?

Moses remembered when the first generation of Israelites spied out the land and the forty years it took for the consequences from that ill report to be fulfilled. He did not want any difficulty in this generation when they were so close to entering the land. We see Reuben and Gad were very accommodating to Moses and the rest of the tribes by offering to help settle their brothers before returning to the land they wanted. Moses agreed to this but we do not read of him inquiring of YHVH first. Moses also made the decision of adding the Makir and Jair families of the tribe of Manasseh to settle east of the Jordan along with Reuben and Gad.

These two and a half tribes suffered the consequences of their decision later, as they were the first tribes to be deported in the exile, eight years before the other tribes (1 Chronicles 5:25-26).

Shabbat Shalom,
Carl and Julie Parker
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For this week's Torah Explorers, click [Here]

Scriptures

Numbers 30:2[1]-32:42

Haftorah Reading
Jeremiah 1:1–2:3

B’rit Chadashah
Yeshua on oaths: Matthew 5:33–37

Etz Chayeem Hoo (He Is a Tree of Life)

Yeshua is a tree of life to those who take hold of Him, and those who support Him are praiseworthy. His ways are ways of pleasantness and all of His paths are shalom. Bring us back YHVH to You, and we shall come, renew our days as of old.
As we begin to study the Torah let us never forget that YESHUA THE MESSIAH is the Living Torah, the Torah-Word of Elohim made flesh. He is the way, the truth and the life — the Living Manna sent from heaven. Without Him living in our lives through the indwelling Presence of his Set-Apart/Kadosh Spirit (Who leads us into all truth and revelation) the Written Torah can become the dead letter of the law!

Outline of This Week’s Parashah (Torah Portion):

· 30:2[1] Vows and Oaths to YHVH; Vows of Minors and a Married Woman

· 31:3 The Battle Against Midian—Vengeance for the Balaam Affair

· 31:13 Moses Rebukes the Military Leaders for Sparing the Female Midianites

· 31:21 The Laws of Koshering War Spoils and Utensils

· 31:25 The Division of War Spoils

· 32:1 Reuben and Gad’s Request to Be Granted an Inheritance on the East Bank of the Jordan

· 32:6 Moses’ Objection to the Request for Fear the Eastern Tribes Will Defect From the Western Tribes

· 32:16 Clarification of the Request: The Eastern Tribes Vow to Send Soldiers to Aid the Rest of the Tribes in Taking the Promised Land West of the Jordan River

· 32:20 In Light of These New Conditions Moses Concedes

Study Questions For This Week’s Midrash (Torah Discussion):

1. 30:3(2) A vow (Heb., neder) is literally “a pledge to do something.” It places upon oneself or others or upon objects of one’s choice a status equivalent to that of a commandment of the Torah (ArtScroll Stone Edition Chumash, p. 900).

· One’s word is one’s bond. A neder is so strong that a person violating it can suffer the court-imposed penalty of lashes (Ibid.) The Set-Apart One of Israel is not a man that he should lie (Num 23:19). If we are to be set-apart or kadosh as he is kadosh (1 Pet 1:16; 2:9; Heb 12:14) we must be people of our word not only in large matters, but in the smallest of matters, too. Are you too casual with your words? Do you make commitments in order to sound good to others yet you have no real intention of fulfilling your obligations? Liars will have no part in the New Jerusalem (Rev 21:8).

· YHVH establishes order in the family structure. The man, as the head of the family, holds veto power over promises made by those under him in his family. This may be politically incorrect nowadays in a society characterized by egalitarianism, feminism and children’s “rights,” but the Word of YHVH in the Torah is clear on the matter. This is given because the husband and/or father holds responsibility for promises made by those in his family (Num 30:15). To what degree are you swayed by the mores of society in this regard as opposed to the Word of Elohim? What rules do you play by in your marriage and family—society’s or YHVH’s?

2. 31:3 Avenge YHVH of Midian. YHVH is vehemently opposed to moral looseness. Midian, through seductive women, nearly destroyed Israel. The decisive actions of morally straight leadership prevented Israel from going the way of so many nations that have since collapsed due to moral decay. Sexual looseness and perversion must not be allowed to gain even a momentary toehold into our lives. Do you aggressively resist and fight against the spiritual Midianites that would destroy your life, your family, your marriage and your spiritual destiny, or do you even slightly countenance the enemies of your soul in the secret parts of your secret life just to placate the passions of your carnal man? The spirit of Midian is to be found everywhere from the magazine rack at the checkout stand to the morning newspaper advertising women’s undergarments, from bumper stickers to billboards, from television ads (not to mention the television shows themselves) to the internet; from lewdness in the Oval Office of the presidential White House and the pastor’s office to the modern immodest and decadent clothing styles of our youth, which barely cover the body, and where little is left to the imagination. How does one defend oneself against this incessant onslaught? Remember, the best defense is a strong offense. Resolve and settle in your heart and mind ahead of time how you will react against the darts of the enemy when you suddenly find them aimed at you and then stick to your game plan! Do you pull down every mental stronghold and take every thought captive to the mind of Yeshua? (2 Cor 10:3–6)

3. 31:4 A thousand from a tribe. All the tribes were equally represented in this fighting force to punish Midian for its responsibility in causing Israel to fall into the sins of idolatry and immorality resulting in the death of 24,000 Israelites (Num 25:1–9). What can we learn from this? Each person in the spiritual body of Yeshua (or “the camp of Israel”) must take an equal role in fighting wickedness and immorality. What are you actively doing to combat these things around you? Whether you think you will make a difference or not, do you still vote, write letters to your political representatives, pray, take righteous stands against evil when and wherever possible, or support those who do so with your finances? If you are a parent, what is your responsibility to your children in this regard?

4. 31:8 Balaam... they slew with the sword. Jude 11 talks about Balaam being greedy for money and indicates that there are those in the end times in the body of Yeshua who will follow after this sin. How is this possible? What will be the ultimate fate of these “tares”? (See Matt 13:40.) Had Balaam believed his own good prophecies concerning Israel and not have sided with Israel’s enemies, would he not have been spared the sword of YHVH’s justice? What were his motives for siding with them? Can greed and materialism blind one from YHVH’s truth and cause one to side with YHVH’s enemies? What is the end result of this action? Balaam was a deceiver and a hypocrite. He spoke one thing and did something else. Are we ever guilty of this? How rampant is the sin of duplicity within the body of believers in Yeshua? Are there people who claim to be prophets in the Christian church who, like Balaam, speak soothing and ear-tickling prophetic words in order to profit from the people? How can we know the difference between true and false prophets? A true prophet is not greedy like Balaam. (Read Deut 18:20–22 and Matt 7:15–20.) Can a true prophet of Elohim prophesy out of the flesh something false, and if he repents, when he finds he was in error, be spared from the death penalty? (Read 2 Sam 7:1–17.)

5. 31:7, 17 They slew all the males... every male among the little ones... and kill every woman that has known man by lying with him. Do you suppose that every Midianite who was slain was directly culpable for causing Israel to fall into idolatry and sexual immorality? If not, why were they slain? We see a similar situation with Korah and his malcontents where the earth swallowed up not only Korah, Dathan and Abiram, but their families, as well (Num 16:31–33). Even those who are not directly culpable for a particular sin, if they maintain company with sinners they will become morally tainted (1 Cor 5:6; 15:33; Gal 5:9). If the righteous dwell near the wicked is it possible for YHVH’s judgments against the wicked to overlap onto the righteous? If this were not possible then why did YHVH instruct the righteous Israelites to separate themselves from the environs of Korah’s camp (Num 16:23–27), and why does YHVH call his people to come out of Babylon the Great in the end times (Rev 18:4)? How do we separate from the wicked? In the examples just cited, we see two kinds of separation from evil: physical and spiritual. We can separate spiritually without separating physically, but will there ever come a time when YHVH’s people will have to separate physically? (Read Rev 12:14.) How will the woman know when to do this and where to go? Will the Good Shepherd abandon or lead his sheep in the day of trouble? (Read John 10:1–5.) May we always be pressed into Yeshua, our spiritual Shepherd, so that we may always hear his voice concerning what to do and where to go.

6. 31:49 Not a man of us is missing. The remarkable grace of YHVH is evidenced in the fact that only one-fiftieth of Israel’s fighting force (12,000 of 600,000 men) took part in the campaign to defeat Midian and that not a single man was lost. What promise of YHVH was this a fulfillment of if Israel would walk in Torah-obedience? (See Lev 26:8; Deut 32:30.) What principles can we learn from this when applied to spiritual warfare? When our spiritual battles against evil are just, righteous and in accordance with YHVH’s perfect will what results can we expect? (See Mark 16:17–18; Luke 9:1; 10:19; Rom 8:31, 37; 1 John 4:4.)

7. 32:1–15 Both Christian commentator Matthew Henry and the Jewish ArtsScroll Stone Edition Chumash suggest that materialism played a role in Reuben’s and Gad’s request to settle the east side of the Jordan River. Henry further notes that the request showed disregard for the land of Canaan, distrust for YHVH’s promises, and an unwillingness to encounter the difficulties and dangers of conquering and driving out the inhabitants of that land. Yeshua admonished his disciples to endure to the end (Matt 10:22; 24:13; Heb 3:6). What did Yeshua say about getting embroiled in the cares of this life? (Luke 21:34). What does Scripture say about being overcomers? (1 John 5:4, 5; Rev 2:7, 11, 26; 3:5, 12, 21; 21:7). Henry continues that ill comes to any of YHVH’s people who sit down unconcerned about the difficult and perilous concerns of their brethren, whether public or personal. Moses then reminds them of the fatal consequences of the unbelief and faint-heartedness of their fathers, when they were, as themselves, just ready to enter Canaan. We might add to Henry’s commentary by asking the question, in the face of self-assured pride and spiritual slackness or reluctance to do our part to help move the kingdom of Elohim forward, what dangers await us? (See 1 Cor 10:11–12.) Was Paul concerned about these issues for his own life? (See 1 Cor 9:27.)

8. What can we learn in Chapter 32 about the needs and wants of the individual or the local community versus the needs of the larger community or nation? Is it necessary for us sometimes to forgo our personal wants for the greater good of society? (See Phil 2:3; Rom 12:10.) What was Moses’ response to Reuben’s and Gad’s request? Why did he respond so forcefully? What does this teach us about the role of YHVH-ordained leadership to steer YHVH’s people in paths of righteousness and to correct those who err? The two tribes had their interests in mind and not those of the nation. Moses helped them to understand the bigger picture. What was the response of these two tribes in the face of correction? Did they decide to split off from Israel and start their own nation (or in our day, their own church or denomination) as what often happens today in congregations when leaders attempt to correct those who err?

The Atonement: Bloodless or Bloody?

We have therefore brought an oblation for YHVH, what every man has gotten, of jewels of gold, chains, and bracelets, rings, earrings, and tablets, to make an atonement for our souls before YHVH (Numbers 31:50).

The concept of atonement can be a confusing one. Some in rabbinic Jewish circles teach that Torah does not require the shedding of blood for atonement of one’s sin to occur. According to the above Scripture, this could appear to be the case.

In the Apostolic Scriptures (New Testament), there is no question that when the concept of atonement is presented it is related to the blood of Yeshua, the Lamb of YHVH, being shed for the remission of sins, which is the means through which reconciliation (resulting in man’s salvation) between Elohim and man occurs. In the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament), however, the idea of atonement is somewhat broader and at times more generalized in scope. Herein lies the confusion and the misconceived disparity between the Former and Latter Covenants. Are they in opposition to one another, or is the latter the logical outgrowth of the former and compliments or elucidates the Torah?

(To read the rest of this teaching article, go to http://www.hoshanarabbah.org/pdfs/atone.pdf.)

Haftorah Reading — Jeremiah 1:2–2:3
Is YHVH Raising Up Modern Day Jeremiah’s?

Jeremiah the prophet received a direct call from YHVH Elohim to warn the nation of Judah, YHVH’s people, of impending judgment if they would not repent and return to his Torah. YHVH commissioned the prophet to warn and to rebuke those at all levels of society: kings, princes, priests and people (1:18). Is it likely that YHVH will raise up a prophet or prophets in the last days prior to the return of Yeshua the Messiah who will be doing the same thing as Jeremiah?

Jeremiah did not feel adequate to the job (1:6), yet YHVH assured him that he was, for YHVH personally had called and empowered him to do what seemed to be an impossible task: for one man, as YHVH’s representative, to set his face against an entire nation and to survive the resulting wrath of the wicked against that righteous man of YHVH (1:7–10; 18–19).

In the end times, will there yet arise true prophets in which the Word of YHVH is shut up like fire in their bones (Jer 20:9) who will utter forth the fiery oracles of YHVH, which like a hammer will smash to pieces the rock-hard hearts of YHVH’s obstinate, rebellious and sinful people (Jer 23:29)?

Yeshua prophesied that in the last days false prophets would arise, and if possible, would deceive the very elect (Matt 24:11,24). If Satan the adversary has his false prophets on the scene just prior to Yeshua’s return attempting to deceive YHVH’s people, will not YHVH have his true prophets likewise ministering to warn, rebuke, provoke, incite, encourage, and give spiritual direction to YHVH’s people?

Some Christian teachers through their unbiblical teachings on the subject of prophets and prophecy are inoculating YHVH’s people against believing that Jeremiah-type prophets will arise in the last days. It is taught that during the New Testament dispensation until the second coming the character and ministry of the prophets is totally different than those during Old Testament times. Since we are living during the so-called age of grace, these teachers reason, YHVH’s prophets now speak only words of edification, exhortation and comfort, and any modern prophets who warn, rebuke, judge, call YHVH’s people to repentance, or otherwise speak in harsh, black and white tones could not be sent of YHVH, for that type of prophet is a thing of the past. They tell us that such a prophet brings strife, division, and disharmony within the church, makes people feel uncomfortable in their sin and therefore cannot receive the church system’s stamp of approval. Is it reasonable to assume that YHVH will limit himself and the going forth of his Word to the constraints of these soft-shoe teachers?

Yeshua said that he did not come to send peace on earth, but a sword. He stated that he came to set a man at variance with his father, daughter, mother and every other member of his family (Matt 10:34–39). Scripture says that YHVH’s Word is like a sharp sword of truth that cuts into the very soul and spirit of man leaving the true heart and intents of man wide open and naked (Eph 6:17; Heb 4:12–13). Did Yeshua commission his disciples to carry forth this style of prophetic ministry?

Prophets existed within the early community of believers of the first century (Acts 11:27; 13:1; 15:32; 21:9, 10; 1 Cor 12:28, 29; 14:29, 32, 37; Eph 2:20; 4:11). Scripture says that YHVH is the same yesterday, today and forever (Heb 13:8). If the ministry of prophets is not for us today, then perhaps that of pastors, evangelists and teachers are presently irrelevant. Scripture shows that these ministry giftings operated within the body of believers to help build it up; to perfect the saints “until we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of Elohim, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Messiah” (Eph 4:11–13). When the spiritual body of Yeshua has achieved this stature, then perhaps the office of the prophet will cease.

Yet, again, some Christian teachers declare that the ministry of the New Testament (NT) prophet is a kinder gentler breed of ministry than those under the so-called Old Testament dispensation. As proof, they will claim that no examples of the “repent or perish, turn or burn,” condemning and judgment style of preaching can be found among those listed as prophets in the New Testament. Based on this notion, these teachers have taught many Christians to either totally reject or to have a strong aversion toward any Jeremiah-type prophets that YHVH may send in our days. Is their analysis correct or have they led the people astray?

Though they did not claim to be prophets, do we find any of the apostolic writers acting like “Old Testament” prophets? How about Peter, John, Jude, James and Paul? They were apostles, but Scripture reveals that they were also prophets who rebuked, warned, and prophesied judgment. Did they speak only ear-tickling, light-duty, soft-shoe words to YHVH’s people avoiding harsh criticism and strong rebuke as do many of the so-called “prophets” today in the Christian church? Absolutely not. Several Scriptures should confirm this question once and for all: 2 Peter 2; Jude (entire book); 2 Thessalonians 2; 1 Timothy 4:1–2; 2 Timothy 3:1–9; 4:1–4; James 4:1–4; 5:1–6; 1 John 2:18; 4:1–3; Revelation (entire book).

After reading these Scriptures, it would seem that the spirit of Jeremiah was alive and well among the early apostolic writers—even during what some Christian teachers would call the “New Testament dispensation of grace”! Will this same prophetic spirit rise up among some of YHVH’s servants in the last days prior to the second coming?

Malachi the prophet answers that question. In chapter four of his book, Malachi speaks of an end-time generation who would return to the Torah of Moses, and about an Elijah (or one coming in the spirit of Elijah) who would turn the hearts of the children to the fathers of their faith.

Isaiah the prophet echoes this idea, as well, when he spoke about a voice crying in the wilderness saying, “Prepare you the way of YHVH, make straight in the desert a highway for Elohim. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain.” (Isa 40:3–4)

John the Baptist came in the spirit of Elijah prior to Yeshua’s first coming, but this was not the ultimate fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy, since the day of YHVH’s wrath has yet to occur. Another Elijah, or one(s) coming in the spirit of Elijah, is/are yet to come.

As John the Baptist came in the spirit of Elijah, likewise the end-time Torah-keeping saints will be those who will come in the spirit of Elijah to prepare the way for the return of Messiah. They will help turn the hearts of the children back to the fathers of the faith (the Jewish or Hebrew roots of the Christian faith as modeled in the Book of Acts) and will help YHVH’s people to restore the ancient paths of Torah (Jer 6:16, 19).

As they preach the message of repentance, a return to the Torah (YHVH’s instructions, precepts, teachings in righteousness from his own lips), and strongly admonish YHVH’s people to obey his command to come out of spiritual Babylon (Rev 18:4), which is the spiritual blend of biblical truth and traditions of men that make of none-effect the Word of Elohim, they will, like Jeremiah, come into direct conflict with the church system. As Jeremiah spoke directly and pointedly to the kings, princes, priests and people of his day, so YHVH’s bold Jeremiah-like Elijah generation of remnant warriors who are helping to prepare the way for the Messiah will speak directly and pointedly to the spiritual and secular and humanistic leaders of the last days urging all to repent of their rebellion against YHVH and his Word. Some of these “prophets” will even suffer as spiritual or even physical martyrs, as Yeshua predicted would happen (John 16:2).

Judgment begins first at the house of YHVH (1 Pet 4:17). If those in the house of Elohim are worldly, we will be judged along with the rest of Babylon (Rev 18:4), unless we repent of our ungodly ways and follow ​YHVH’s command to “come out of her my people.”

Some of Yeshua’s parables spoke of true and false converts coexisting side by side in the last days (e.g., the Parable of the Wheat and Tares). YHVH is calling his wheat out of Babylon right now. The tares will stay in Babylon to get burned up in the wrath of Elohim that will be poured out on rebellious man. (See Rev 14:4–5 versus 15–20.)

Right now, the Jeremiah the prophet-like Elijah-generation watchmen are sounding the alarm on the city wall urging YHVH’s people to repent and to return to the old or ancient paths of YHVH’s Torah, which were good and gave rest for the soul (Jer 6:16–19). Some will hearken and repent, many will not, but will, instead of taking the message to heart, kill the messenger, as they did to the prophets of old.



Past Parshot: www.messianicisrael.com/waters-in-the-wilderness/
Natan Lawrence is pastor of Hoshana Rabbah in Portland, Oregon. He and his wife homeschool four children and he is a Bible teacher and prolific writer on the Hebrew roots of the Christian faith. His teachings can be found at: http://www.hoshanarabbah.org
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Scriptures

Numbers 30:2 – 32:42

Haftara:
Jeremiah 1:1-2:3

Parashat Mattot begins with a detailed presentation of the laws pertaining to vows and oaths. Moses is instructed to "take revenge" against the Midianites, and there is a long report on Israel's terrible battle against Midian. In the aftermath of the war, Moses reminds the soldiers about tumah – the laws of ritual impurity – and deals with the division of booty between the soldiers, community, and the Mishkan (Tabernacle). Moses is approached by the tribes of Reuven and Gad, asking to be apportioned some land on the east side of the Jordan River. At first, Moses is annoyed by this request, but he then relents as long as they agree to continue to fight with the rest of Israel to conquer the land of Israel.

If a man makes a vow to YHVH or takes an oath imposing an obligation on himself, he shall not break his pledge; he must carry out all that has crossed his lips (Numbers 30:3).

This seems pretty straightforward: If you make a promise, you must keep it. The text uses two very different terms here to make its point. Neder, translated as "vow," is generally used to represent a promise to do something ("I vow to give $1000 to charity"). Shevu'ah, on the other hand, is generally translated as "oath," implying a promise to abstain from doing something ("I swear to stop smoking"). In each case, as soon as it is uttered, the promise is considered binding. A man must carry through what ever he states. And the text does refer to men here!

The passage continues to discuss what happens when a woman makes a vow or an oath. In that case, an unmarried woman's father or a married woman's husband can annul her vow if they object to it as soon as they hear about it. If they do not object, then it is binding as stated, just as with a man.

The Torah considers oaths and vows to be serious business. As our passage stipulates, this is especially true since an oath or vow is a pledge to YHVH. As it states in Ecclesiastes 5:4, "It is better that you should not vow, than that you should vow and fail to fulfill." The Rabbis also took oaths as a matter of great concern. An entire tractate of the Talmud, called Nedarim, is devoted to the discussion of oaths and the implications of making oaths.

Vows are taken so seriously because in the Torah no provision is made for them to be absolved. In the passage above, which comprises the heart of the Torah's teachings about vows, only vows made by a woman can be revoked. In that case, it is the father of an unmarried woman or the husband of a married woman who can annul the stated vow; the woman herself cannot. Therefore anyone, male or female, who swears an oath or a vow must be fully prepared to go through with their pledge.

Vows are not considered bad however, just serious. We have many examples of approval of vows undertaken by people of the Torah, such as the vow of Jacob at Beth El (Genesis 31:13). Even the Brit itself – the Covenant between YHVH and Israel – is considered a vow. The Torah does not even seem to consider that one would make a pledge to YHVH and then default on it. This is especially true since vows are undertaken voluntarily; one is never obligated to make a vow or an oath.

By the time of the later Biblical books and certainly by the time of the rabbinic literature, there seems to have developed a problem with people defaulting on oaths. We see two new trends developing. First, people are discouraged from making any vows in general. Second, provisions are developed for the dissolution of certain vows that are made. There is little agreement on these issues.

In the Talmud, (Tractate Hullin 2a) Rabbi Judah states, "better is he who vows and pays," while Rabbi Meir states, "better is he who does not vow at all." In the Midrash (Leviticus Rabbah 37:1), it states, "he who vows and pays receives the reward for both his vow and its fulfillment" while in another part of the Talmud (BT Tractate Nedarim 77b) Samuel (the Sage, not the Prophet) is recorded as saying, "even when one fulfills his vow he is called wicked." The Sages even went so far as to say that the punishment for taking a vow of any kind is that one's children will die young (BT Shabbat 32b).
The rabbis performed elaborate legal gymnastics to provide for the absolution of vows, called hattarat nedarim, which means "release from vows." The results of these efforts include the Kol Nidrei chanted on Erev Yom Kippur and other formulas for the nullification of vows stated under coercion or distress. But in the end they admitted, "the rules about the absolution of vows hover in the air and have nothing in the Torah to support them" (Tractate Hagigah 1:8). We rely entirely upon the grace and mercy of YHVH and the atoning blood of Yeshua for our absolution.

So we know that we should avoid vows if possible, but we still don't know why. What is so bad about a vow? In Rashi's commentary on this passage, notes that the word for "break" (yakhel) is etymologically related to yekhallel,meaning to secularize or make ordinary. Expanding on this idea, the Gerer Rebbe, Yehudah Aryeh Leib, suggested that from this linguistic link we may infer that the power of the spoken word is holy.

To break a pledge is to take something that is sacred and make it secular, or even profane. We are to guard our words carefully, always being aware of their power. If we are to be holy, then we must keep our words holy. One way to do that, our sages suggest, is to avoid making vows.

To swear is a serious sin, even if one intends to uphold what one has sworn. King Yannai had one thousand cities, and all were destroyed because their inhabitants continually swore, even on true things. This occurred because they mentioned YHVH's name for no reason. How much worse, then, is it when one swears falsely; he shall most certainly be punished!

If a person makes a vow because he is afraid lest his evil inclination dissuade him from a righteous action, that is permitted. In fact, YHVH ordered that one should make a vow in the case where a person went on an evil path, and a vow will rein him in, to ensure that he no longer returns to that way. As King David said: "I have sworn, and shall fulfill, to heed Your righteous judgments" (Psalm 199:106). We see from this that it is permissible to swear in order to fulfill the commandments. (Tze'enah Ur'enah)

Shabbat Shalom!
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Matot Scriptures

Numbers 30:2-32:42
Jeremiah 1:1-2:3, 2:4-28

Masei Scriptures

Numbers 33:1-36:13
Jeremiah 1:1-2:3, 2:4-28
1 Peter 1:3-9

Introduction

This week we have the last two portions from the book of Numbers. The first portion is Matot and deals with the tribes that wish to settle on the eastern bank of the Jordan. The second portion Masei remind us that whatever else it might be, marriage has always been an economic and social arrangement. Marriage has changed some since Biblical times but not as much as we might suppose.

Numbers 33:50-56

50 And the LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying, 51 "Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, 'When you pass over the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 52 then you shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you and destroy all their figured stones and destroy all their metal images and demolish all their high places. 53 And you shall take possession of the land and settle in it, for I have given the land to you to possess it. 54 You shall inherit the land by lot according to your clans. To a large tribe you shall give a large inheritance, and to a small tribe you shall give a small inheritance. Wherever the lot falls for anyone, that shall be his. According to the tribes of your fathers you shall inherit. 55 But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then those of them whom you let remain shall be as barbs in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and they shall trouble you in the land where you dwell. 56 And I will do to you as I thought to do to them.'"

Verse 55 is self-explanatory and would answer the question why are the Children of Israel still suffering today and it even seems to be getting worse? Israel did not drive out the inhabitants of the Land the way they were told by God to. He said that if Israel allowed them to remain they would become barbs in their eyes and thorns in their sides and last but not least they would trouble them in the Land where they dwell. We can see this with the way the modern state of Israel is allowing the PLO on one side and Hamas on the other and the world wants Israel to give them even more land! Why are we, as Believers, not standing up and shouting to our leaders to wake up before it is too late?

We need to remember that a leader’s actions become accountable not just to them but to the people they govern. If, as in the United States, it is by the people’s vote that a leader is elected then the responsibility bears upon us even if we did not choose to vote for the leadership. This is not about being blue or red (in the USA) but about upholding the instructions God has given to us in His handbook – the Torah. While we may be under the jurisdiction of powers that be we can still make a difference and to watch our elected leadership choose to side with Israel’s enemies, especially when many claim to be Christian has to make one scratch their heads and wonder, “What the heck is going on?”

I realize I will probably take some heat for what I am saying but I cannot stand on the sidelines and watch as our country turns against the nation of Israel, God’s people here on the earth living and holding the Land of Promise. Of course most of Israel does not follow the Torah but the point is that the Holy One of Israel chose to plant Judah back in the Land for a reason and a purpose. They have a job to do and so do we. Do you have any idea of the curse that the Almighty will bring down upon our heads for this?

I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed (Genesis 12:3).

Let peoples serve you, and nations bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and may your mother's sons bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, and blessed be everyone who blesses you! (Genesis 27:29).

But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do all his commandments and his statutes that I command you today, then all these curses shall come upon you and overtake you (Deuteronomy 28:15).

But the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the people of Judah could not drive out, so the Jebusites dwell with the people of Judah at Jerusalem to this day (Joshua 15:63).

There are more verses than these few to show that the Israel of old did not follow through with God’s commands and they don’t do it today as well. Can you imagine what things could be like if Israel would stand up and cry out to the Holy One of Israel like they did in the days before the Exodus? There are still promises that God will follow through on despite the Jewish people living in the Land and around the world who believe that “land for peace” will work. It was not the United Nations that placed the Jewish part of Israel back in the Land. It was the Holy One of Israel who did it. He moved the United Nations with collective guilt over their actions during the Holocaust. He used them to accomplish His purpose which was to place Judah back in the Land and to hold the Land against the nations even to that day when it appears that Israel is going to lose.

In our day it looks like the world is beginning to turn its back on Israel. Are we approaching the time when the Anti-Messiah is revealed or are we being provided a taste of what is to come so we know what to look for? Perhaps the Almighty wants to see how we are going to react to show us that despite what we say we choose to turn a blind eye towards our brethren? We need to be careful my friends because He is watching what is happening. Things are moving on the world stage even as I write this. I do not claim to be a prophet or one who understands prophecy but I can read the same as all of you can.

Throughout this Torah cycle I have felt convicted by God to stress our relationships with Yeshua. In the Last days we are going to need Him even more than ever. We have had it very easy in this country and if you think the recession we are currently in is bad consider this: Do you really think we have His blessing now and will have it if our leaders do what they are talking about and that is giving the enemies of Judah a fair deal while they continue to spew death and murder from their lips and to encourage the killing of Jews all around the world. If you are not right with the Lord then I urge you to get down on your hands and knees and cry out to the Author of all of Creation for His mercy as given through the atoning sacrifice of His Son Yeshua. 

I cannot stress this point enough. I feel it deep down in the pit of my stomach that days are coming that we need to get ready for. Will they come in our generation – I don’t know? How about in our children’s generation? Only the Almighty knows that. What I do know is we must get ready my friends. We must share our faith in Yeshua and call all men to Him and to His Torah. If there has ever been a blueprint for what is coming our way it is to be found in the Bible – all of it – from Genesis to Revelation.

Jeremiah 1:11-12

11 And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, "Jeremiah, what do you see?" And I said, "I see an almond branch." 12 Then the LORD said to me, "You have seen well, for I am watching over my word to perform it." 

Here is what a Jewish commentary has to say about these verses:

A pun upon the word “shaked,” almond tree, and “shoked,” “watching.” The almond tree is one of the first trees ro blossom in the spring, signifying God’s resolve to bring about the divine word concerning Jerusalem and Judah. A recently discovered ivory pomegranate blossom, believed to have come from the excavation of Biblical Jerusalem, apparently was formed to fit on the end of a staff. The inscription on the pomegranate, “ belonging to the Temple of the Lord, holy to the priests,” indicates that it probably served as the cap for a priest’s or Levite’s staff in the Jerusalem Temple. The image also appears in Numbers 17, where the sprouting of almond blossoms on Aaron’s and the Levite’s staffs mark them as the divinely chosen priests of Israel. It seems likely that Jeremiah’s vision was based upon the image of a Levitical staff (Zech. 11, in which the priests and prophet Zecharaiah employs a staff for a prophetic vision).

You can take verse twelve where God is speaking to Jeremiah and He tells Jeremiah He will watch over His word and perform it meaning He will follow through on His word. God instructed Moses to have Aaron and all the other leaders of the tribes of Israel to gather their staff’s together and that the Lord would cause the one leader’s staff to sprout almonds if He had chosen that man to be the High Priests of Israel. The Lord gave His word and He fulfilled it by causing Aaron’s staff to bud with almonds. In Jeremiah He is using the Torah to show Jeremiah that He will act faithfully upon His word – His davar. Davar is the Hebrew word for word and in Greek it is translated as logos. Logos is used when referring to the Messiah Yeshua.

Could there be a tie-in to the almond and Yeshua? Nothing in Scripture is by chance – God has a purpose in every word He has placed in the Bible. His word had a beginning in Genesis and ends in Revelation. There is truth to be found in it and answers to all of our questions when He feels we are ready to hear them. Obviously we are not because look at what we have done with the little bit He has chosen to share with us. We fight over it, we ignore it, we kill for it, and we make man-made doctrine out of it. This is not the revelation of the truth He has given to us through Yeshua His davar and logos.

It seems fitting that in this week’s hafatarh portion we should find these words in the Prophet Jeremiah – the “Weeping Prophet.” Do you really think this was by coincidence?

1 Peter 1:3-9

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Yeshua the Messiah! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Yeshua the Messiah from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith--more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire--may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Yeshua the Messiah. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

The writer of 1 Peter tells us that it is through our faith in the resurrection of the Messiah Yeshua that we will make it through the trials that are coming against us. We are told to hold fast to that faith because it is by that faith that we are being prepared for what is coming and that the Lord is testing us in the same way He tested Job. The book of Job is a sobering book about the reality of Satan and the will of God. Even Satan must bow to the will of the Holy One. God uses Satan as He does any part of anything He has created. Satan serves the will of the Father. I thought that might make you pause for a moment.

And the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand." So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD (Job 1:12).

I have heard people tell me many times that God speaks to them through His Ruach HaKodesh or Holy Spirit but I wind up being a bit skeptical when they go on to tell me that the Lord has told them to go against His own Word. I try to bring it up as politely as I can that God is not the only Being who is a Spirit. Satan is a spirit as well as those who fell with him in his rebellion against his Creator. We must learn to be sensitive to the leading of the Ruach of God by diving head-first into the Torah and the rest of Scripture. Unless we are grounded in the Word of God how can we hope to be able to test the teachings of those who claim to come in the name of the Holy One of Israel?

We might truly believe we are hearing from God but the bottom line is does what we hear line up with Scripture? If it fails the test of validation by the Torah and our Master Yeshua then it is not the Ruach HaKodesh but the unholy leading of the spirit of Satan. Satan is to be feared not mocked. He is a very powerful spiritual being created by the Creator of all that exists in heaven and earth. We must be on our guard constantly. I always know when Satan is on the warpath, even more than usual. It occurs before the Fall and Spring Festivals. Months before the festivals something always rears its ugly head. Without fail it always does despite our trying to be ready. We are sucked right in without realizing what is happening until it is too late. This year was no different. In my pride I refer to the two congregations’s that I lead as “my” congregations. That was my first mistake and Satan, on his own or by the hand of God, called me on that. I learned that they are not my congregations but His. I am the vessel He chose to use to plant these congregations and to lead them until the day comes when He no longer requires my services.

Ministry for the Lord is not for faint-hearted. It is a thankless vocation at times but every once in awhile the sun shines through and makes it all worthwhile. To all of you I say, “Stay the course” and to my fellow leaders I say, “Hang in there, there is light at the end of the tunnel.” Yeshua is standing there lighting the way for us waiting to welcome us all home. Amen and Amen!

Success in marriage does not come merely through finding the right mate, but through being the right mate… Barnett Brickner
July 21, 2009
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