Triennial Parsha Reading for - 7/4/2009
Pin'has - Dark Skin
 

	Tab
	Section 
	verse 
	Notes

	1
	Psalm
	Psa 119:57-112
	Next week; Psa 119:113-176

	2
	Torah
	Num 25:10-26:51
	

	3
	Haftorah
	1Ki 18:46-19:21
	Last verse of 18 and all of ch. 19

	4
	Haftorah
	Mal 2:1-9
	

	5
	Brit
	Eph 4:1-16
	

	6
	Brit
	Mat 23:1-12
	

	7
	Gospel
	Joh 16: 1-33
	Ch. 16


2Ch 18:1-34

	
	


 

Psalms 119:57-112 
see here (doc) or here (pdf)  
 
2Torah - Num 25:10-26:51


2South


2East


3West


3North


4Census


4Analysis


6Jot and Tittles


6Numbers 25:12 and the Broken Vav


7Num 25:11 - The Small Yod


7Num 26:1 - The Gap


8Stand alone Aleph Tav’s


14Commentary


14Pinchas


24Pinchas


27Pinchas


33Pinchas / Phinehas





Torah - Num 25:10-26:51

10 And YHVH spake unto Moses, saying, 11 Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy. 12 Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace: 13 And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his Elohim, and made an atonement for the children of Israel. 14 Now the name of the Israelite that was slain, even that was slain with the Midianitish woman, was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a chief house among the Simeonites. 15 And the name of the Midianitish woman that was slain was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur; he was head over a people, and of a chief house in Midian. 16 And YHVH spake unto Moses, saying, 17 Vex the Midianites, and smite them: 18 For they vex you with their wiles, wherewith they have beguiled you in the matter of Peor, and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a prince of Midian, their sister, which was slain in the day of the plague for Peor's sake. 26:1 And it came to pass after the plague, that YHVH spake unto Moses and unto Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, saying, 2 Take the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, from twenty years old and upward, throughout their fathers' house, all that are able to go to war in Israel. 3 And Moses and Eleazar the priest spake with them in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, saying, 4 Take the sum of the people, from twenty years old and upward; as YHVH commanded Moses and the children of Israel, which went forth out of the land of Egypt.
South
 5 Reuben, the eldest son of Israel: the children of Reuben; Hanoch, of whom cometh the family of the Hanochites: of Pallu, the family of the Palluites: 6 Of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites: of Carmi, the family of the Carmites. 7 These are the families of the Reubenites: and they that were numbered of them were forty and three thousand and seven hundred and thirty 43,730. 8 And the sons of Pallu; Eliab. 9 And the sons of Eliab; Nemuel, and Dathan, and Abiram. This is that Dathan and Abiram, which were famous in the congregation, who strove against Moses and against Aaron in the company of Korah, when they strove against YHVH: 10 And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up together with Korah, when that company died, what time the fire devoured two hundred and fifty men: and they became a sign. 11 Notwithstanding the children of Korah died not. 
12 The sons of Simeon after their families: of Nemuel, the family of the Nemuelites: of Jamin, the family of the Jaminites: of Jachin, the family of the Jachinites: 13 Of Zerah, the family of the Zarhites: of Shaul, the family of the Shaulites. 14 These are the families of the Simeonites, twenty and two thousand and two hundred. 22,000
15 The children of Gad after their families: of Zephon, the family of the Zephonites: of Haggi, the family of the Haggites: of Shuni, the family of the Shunites: 16 Of Ozni, the family of the Oznites: of Eri, the family of the Erites: 17 Of Arod, the family of the Arodites: of Areli, the family of the Arelites. 18 These are the families of the children of Gad according to those that were numbered of them, forty thousand and five hundred. 40,500
East

19 The sons of Judah were Er and Onan: and Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. 20 And the sons of Judah after their families were; of Shelah, the family of the Shelanites: of Pharez, the family of the Pharzites: of Zerah, the family of the Zarhites. 21 And the sons of Pharez were; of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites: of Hamul, the family of the Hamulites. 22 These are the families of Judah according to those that were numbered of them, threescore and sixteen thousand and five hundred. 76,500
23 Of the sons of Issachar after their families: of Tola, the family of the Tolaites: of Pua, the family of the Punites: 24 Of Jashub, the family of the Jashubites: of Shimron, the family of the Shimronites. 25 These are the families of Issachar according to those that were numbered of them, threescore and four thousand and three hundred. 64,300
26 Of the sons of Zebulun after their families: of Sered, the family of the Sardites: of Elon, the family of the Elonites: of Jahleel, the family of the Jahleelites. 27 These are the families of the Zebulunites according to those that were numbered of them, threescore thousand and five hundred. 60,500
West

28 The sons of Joseph after their families were Manasseh and Ephraim. 
29 Of the sons of Manasseh: of Machir, the family of the Machirites: and Machir begat Gilead: of Gilead come the family of the Gileadites. 30 These are the sons of Gilead: of Jeezer, the family of the Jeezerites: of Helek, the family of the Helekites: 31 And of Asriel, the family of the Asrielites: and of Shechem, the family of the Shechemites: 32 And of Shemida, the family of the Shemidaites: and of Hepher, the family of the Hepherites. 33 And Zelophehad the son of Hepher had no sons, but daughters: and the names of the daughters of Zelophehad were Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 34 These are the families of Manasseh, and those that were numbered of them, fifty and two thousand and seven hundred. 52,700
35 These are the sons of Ephraim after their families: of Shuthelah, the family of the Shuthalhites: of Becher, the family of the Bachrites: of Tahan, the family of the Tahanites. 36 And these are the sons of Shuthelah: of Eran, the family of the Eranites. 37 These are the families of the sons of Ephraim according to those that were numbered of them, thirty and two thousand and five hundred. 32,500 These are the sons of Joseph after their families. 
38 The sons of Benjamin after their families: of Bela, the family of the Belaites: of Ashbel, the family of the Ashbelites: of Ahiram, the family of the Ahiramites: 39 Of Shupham, the family of the Shuphamites: of Hupham, the family of the Huphamites. 40 And the sons of Bela were Ard and Naaman: of Ard, the family of the Ardites: and of Naaman, the family of the Naamites. 41 These are the sons of Benjamin after their families: and they that were numbered of them were forty and five thousand and six hundred. 45,600
North

42 These are the sons of Dan after their families: of Shuham, the family of the Shuhamites. These are the families of Dan after their families. 43 All the families of the Shuhamites, according to those that were numbered of them, were threescore and four thousand and four hundred. 64,600
44 Of the children of Asher after their families: of Jimna, the family of the Jimnites: of Jesui, the family of the Jesuites: of Beriah, the family of the Beriites. 45 Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber, the family of the Heberites: of Malchiel, the family of the Malchielites. 46 And the name of the daughter of Asher was Sarah. 47 These are the families of the sons of Asher according to those that were numbered of them; who were fifty and three thousand and four hundred. 53,400
48 Of the sons of Naphtali after their families: of Jahzeel, the family of the Jahzeelites: of Guni, the family of the Gunites: 49 Of Jezer, the family of the Jezerites: of Shillem, the family of the Shillemites. 50 These are the families of Naphtali according to their families: and they that were numbered of them were forty and five thousand and four hundred. 45,400
51 These were the numbered of the children of Israel, six hundred thousand and a thousand seven hundred and thirty.  601,730
Census
	
	
	
	
	Census
	

	Tribe
	
	Leader
	Translation
	Num 1
	Num 26 
	Diff.

	Reuben
	South
	Elizur 
	My God the Rock
	46,500
	43,730
	(2,770)

	  Simeon
	
	 Shelumiel 
	God my Salvation
	59,300
	22,000
	(37,300)

	  Gad
	
	 Eiasaph 
	My God that Gathers
	45,650
	40,500
	(5,150)

	Judah
	East
	 Nahshon 
	The Diviner
	74,600
	76,500
	1,900

	  Issachar
	
	 Nethaneel 
	God the Giver
	54,400
	64,300
	9,900

	  Zebulon
	
	 Eliab 
	My God the Father
	57,400
	60,500
	3,100

	Ephraim *
	West
	 Elishama 
	My God the Hearer
	40,500
	32,500
	(8,000)

	  Manasseh *
	
	 Gamaliel 
	My God the Rewarder
	32,200
	52,700
	20,500

	  Benjamin
	
	 Abidan 
	My Father is Judge
	35,400
	45,600
	10,200

	Dan
	North
	 Ahiezer 
	My Brother is Help
	62,700
	64,600
	1,900

	  Asher
	
	 Pagiel 
	My prayer-God
	41,500
	53,400
	11,900

	  Naphtali
	
	 Ahira 
	My Brother is Friend
	53,400
	45,400
	(8,000)

	total 
	
	
	
	603,550
	601,730
	(1,820)


* The order of Ephraim and Manasseh are flipped in Numbers 26.
Analysis
(all tribe population are calculated without counting Levi.)
1) Of the 603,550 in the first census they are all dead save 2.
2) Simeon gets clobbered.  
a. 63,040 is the total amount for those tribes that had a decrease and almost 60% (59.1) came from Simon.
b. Almost 1 out of 10 non Levi Israelites in Num 1 was from Simeon, which is larger than the average which would have been 1 in 12.  By Num 26 it was about 1 out of 27 i.e. the population of Simeon as a percentage of Israel when from 9.8% to 3.65%; a 268% drop 
c. Simeon dropped from the 3rd most populate tribe (behind Judah and Dan to dead last)
3) Manasseh is the most fruitful, well on its way to fulfilling its prophetic destiny (Gen 48:19; Deu 33:17)
a.  Manasseh’s population started dead last (12th)  and catapulted to 6th (64%) 
b. 59,400 is the total amount for those tribes that had an increase and just over one third (34.5%) came from Manasseh.
4) Big decrease in Ephraim and Naphtali
a. These two tribes decrease by 8,000 each.  Gad and Reuben also decrease
5) Big Increases in Asher (29%), Benjamin (29%) and Issachar (18%)
6) Judah starts off as the most populace and stays the most populace with a small increase
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Jot and Tittles
	Section
	Verse
	Type
	Letter
	Final
	Disputed

	Torah
	Num 25:11
	Small
	Yod
	No
	No

	Torah
	Num 25:12
	Jot or Tittle
	Broken Vav
	No
	No


Numbers 25:12 and the Broken Vav
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vav k’ti’ah (the broken/severed vav)
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Throughout the halacha it is stressed that letters must be written as a complete guf (body) and if they are faded or partly illegible then the work is invalid
However there is one exception were the scribe is mandated to make the letter incomplete. The letter in question in thevav in the word shalom in Numbers 25:12.  This must be written with a break in the vertical line according to the Ritva (R. Yom Tov ben Avraham Ishbili Spain c. 1250-1330), though some think it either a small vav or a normal vav but a little shorter "in front".
The following six suggestions and graphic (left) come from Hadaf Hayomi (a regular newsletter on the talmud), explaining the possible options.  I have added a few of my own thoughts in brackets
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1. It is a small vav (though this is not mentioned as one of the small letters and would be referred to as z’ira (small) and not k’tia)
2. The leg of the vav is shorter (though this in part would look a bit like a yud without the curve to the leg, so may be declared pasul because of that)
3. First a yud is written (though without the curve) and the a space is left and then line is added to complete the vav.
4. A regular vav is written and then a crack is made in the leg by scraping out the ink and (this would divide it into two)
5. The same again, but this time the crack is a diagonal nick which doesn’t quite break the letter into two (I have a problem with 4 and 5 as it rather suggests chok tochot, carving out to form the letter as this particular letter form would be formed by scraping and not writing).
6. A vav with a slightly short leg is written then a small line is added to complete the length.
It would seem that 3 or 6 would be the most suitable.

The text concerns a covenant of peace (brit shalom) that is offered to Pinchas the somewhat over-zealous and fiery priest who skewered Zimri, the leader of the tribe of Shimon and Kozbi a midianite woman. Pinchas' act stopped both the Israelite's bout of immoral behaviour and the plague they had been suffering because of it, and he was rewarded for it.

However even the Massoretes must have been shocked by the violence of Pinchas' action as they made his blessing only partial through the broken vav which explains that true peace cannot be brought about through violence and that the two concepts are incompatible.

Similarly the Talmud (Kiddushin 66b) notes that the service of a person must be perfect and without blemish, by reading shalom without the vav as shalem - whole, perfect, sound and translate Numbers 25:12 as ‘behold I give to him my covenant of perfection’ - only when he is perfect and not found wanting.
Mordechai Pinchas
Source: http://www.sofer.co.uk/html/broken_vav.html, see also http://www.hebrew4christians.net/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Vav/vav.html
Num 25:11 - The Small Yod 
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Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned away My wrath from the sons of Israel, in that he was jealous with My jealousy among them, so that I did not destroy the sons of Israel in My jealousy.  Numbers 25:11
The letter Yod means hand (a closed hand). Phinehas was Aaron’s grandson and a priest of Israel just before crossing into the land. He had to contend with the error in Israel due to the teaching of Baalam. Phinehas slew one of the sons of Simeon and his wife. It averted God’s plague upon Israel. Phinehas was also granted something we are all hoping for – the covenant of peace. The small Yod seems to indicate that small works with our hands for God go a long way towards the things of the kingdom.
Num 26:1 - The Gap 
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Then it came about after the plague, that the Lord spoke to Moses and to Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, saying, Numbers 26:1
Every scribe intentionally and carefully places a gap of text at this point in the Torah. It has the same effect as a moment of silence in a speech. It draws particular attention to what is said next.

Source: http://lionlamb.net/v3/YAVOHHeisComing/2004/07#16thegapnum261
Stand alone Aleph Tav’s
Num 26:10
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Num 26:10 KJV  And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up together with Korah, when that company died, what time the fire Alep Tav devoured two hundred and fifty men: and they became a sign.

1Ki 19:1
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1Ki 19:1 KJV  And Ahab told Jezebel Alep Tav all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the prophets with the sword.

2Ch 21:2 ?
2Ch 21:16-17
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2Ch 21:16-17 KJV  Moreover the LORD stirred up against Jehoram Alep Tav the spirit of the Philistines, and of the Arabians, that were near the Ethiopians:  (17)  And they came up into Judah, and brake into it, and carried away Alep Tav all the substance that was found in the king's house, and his sons also, and his wives; so that there was never a son left him, save Jehoahaz, the youngest of his sons.

For a more in depth study of the Aleph Tav, click here (doc) or here (pdf)

 

Haftorah - 1Ki 18:46-19:21
46 And the hand of YHVH was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel. 1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time. 3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beersheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there. 4 But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, YHVH, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers. 5 And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. 6 And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid him down again. 7 And the angel of YHVH came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because the journey is too great for thee. 8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of Elohim. 9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of YHVH came to him, and he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah? 10 And he said, I have been very jealous for YHVH Elohim of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before YHVH. And, behold, YHVH passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before YHVH; but YHVH was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but YHVH was not in the earthquake: 12 And after the earthquake a fire; but YHVH was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. 13 And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah? 14 And he said, I have been very jealous for YHVH Elohim of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 15 And YHVH said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria: 16 And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. 17 And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. 18 Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him. 19 So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him. 20 And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee. And he said unto him, Go back again: for what have I done to thee? 21 And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him. 
 

Haftorah - Mal 2:1-9
1 And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for you. 2 If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith YHVH of hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, I have cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart. 3 Behold, I will corrupt your seed, and spread dung upon your faces, even the dung of your solemn feasts; and one shall take you away with it. 4 And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto you, that my covenant might be with Levi, saith YHVH of hosts. 5 My covenant was with him of life and peace; and I gave them to him for the fear wherewith he feared me, and was afraid before my name. 6 The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and equity, and did turn many away from iniquity. 7 For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he is the messenger of YHVH of hosts. 8 But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith YHVH of hosts. 9 Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base before all the people, according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been partial in the law. 

 

Brit - Eph 4:1-16
1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 One Elohim and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of Elohim, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

 

Brit - Mat 23:1-12
1 Then spake Y’shua to the multitude, and to his disciples, 2 Saying The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: 3 All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not. 4 For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 5 But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, 6 And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, 7 And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. 8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. 9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. 10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ. 11 But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. 

 

Gospel - Joh 16: 1-33
1 These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth Elohim service. 3 And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me. 4 But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that I told you of them. And these things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you. 5 But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? 6 But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 16 A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father. 17 Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What is this that he saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me: and, Because I go to the Father? 18 They said therefore, What is this that he saith, A little while? we cannot tell what he saith. 19 Now Y’shua knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said unto them, Do ye enquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me? 20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world. 22 And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you. 23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. 24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. 25 These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but the time cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall shew you plainly of the Father. 26 At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you: 27 For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from Elohim. 28 I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father. 29 His disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest no proverb. 30 Now are we sure that thou knowest all things, and needest not that any man should ask thee: by this we believe that thou camest forth from Elohim. 31 Y’shua answered them, Do ye now believe? 32 Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me. 33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

 
History - 2Ch 18:1-34
1 Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honor in abundance, and joined affinity with Ahab. 2 And after certain years he went down to Ahab to Samaria. And Ahab killed sheep and oxen for him in abundance, and for the people that he had with him, and persuaded him to go up with him to Ramothgilead. 3 And Ahab king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat king of Judah, Wilt thou go with me to Ramothgilead? And he answered him, I am as thou art, and my people as thy people; and we will be with thee in the war. 4 And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Enquire, I pray thee, at the word of YHVH to day. 5 Therefore the king of Israel gathered together of prophets four hundred men, and said unto them, Shall we go to Ramothgilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And they said, Go up; for Elohim will deliver it into the king's hand. 6 But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of YHVH besides, that we might enquire of him? 7 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man, by whom we may enquire of YHVH: but I hate him; for he never prophesied good unto me, but always evil: the same is Micaiah the son of Imla. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. 8 And the king of Israel called for one of his officers, and said, Fetch quickly Micaiah the son of Imla. 9 And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah sat either of them on his throne, clothed in their robes, and they sat in a void place at the entering in of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before them. 10 And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah had made him horns of iron, and said, Thus saith YHVH, With these thou shalt push Syria until they be consumed. 11 And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up to Ramothgilead, and prosper: for YHVH shall deliver it into the hand of the king. 12 And the messenger that went to call Micaiah spake to him, saying, Behold, the words of the prophets declare good to the king with one assent; let thy word therefore, I pray thee, be like one of theirs, and speak thou good. 13 And Micaiah said, As YHVH liveth, even what my Elohim saith, that will I speak. 14 And when he was come to the king, the king said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go to Ramothgilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And he said, Go ye up, and prosper, and they shall be delivered into your hand. 15 And the king said to him, How many times shall I adjure thee that thou say nothing but the truth to me in the name of YHVH? 16 Then he said, I did see all Israel scattered upon the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd: and YHVH said, These have no master; let them return therefore every man to his house in peace. 17 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee that he would not prophesy good unto me, but evil? 18 Again he said, Therefore hear the word of YHVH; I saw YHVH sitting upon his throne, and all the host of heaven standing on his right hand and on his left. 19 And YHVH said, Who shall entice Ahab king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ramothgilead? And one spake saying after this manner, and another saying after that manner. 20 Then there came out a spirit, and stood before YHVH, and said, I will entice him. And YHVH said unto him, Wherewith? 21 And he said, I will go out, and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And the Lord said, Thou shalt entice him, and thou shalt also prevail: go out, and do even so. 22 Now therefore, behold, YHVH hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of these thy prophets, and YHVH hath spoken evil against thee. 23 Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near, and smote Micaiah upon the cheek, and said, Which way went the Spirit of YHVH from me to speak unto thee? 24 And Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt see on that day when thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyself. 25 Then the king of Israel said, Take ye Micaiah, and carry him back to Amon the governor of the city, and to Joash the king's son; 26 And say, Thus saith the king, Put this fellow in the prison, and feed him with bread of affliction and with water of affliction, until I return in peace. 27 And Micaiah said, If thou certainly return in peace, then hath not YHVH spoken by me. And he said, Hearken, all ye people. 28 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to Ramothgilead. 29 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, I will disguise myself, and I will go to the battle; but put thou on thy robes. So the king of Israel disguised himself; and they went to the battle. 30 Now the king of Syria had commanded the captains of the chariots that were with him, saying, Fight ye not with small or great, save only with the king of Israel. 31 And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, It is the king of Israel. Therefore they compassed about him to fight: but Jehoshaphat cried out, and YHVH helped him; and Elohim moved them to depart from him. 32 For it came to pass, that, when the captains of the chariots perceived that it was not the king of Israel, they turned back again from pursuing him. 33 And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and smote the king of Israel between the joints of the harness: therefore he said to his chariot man, Turn thine hand, that thou mayest carry me out of the host; for I am wounded. 34 And the battle increased that day: howbeit the king of Israel stayed himself up in his chariot against the Syrians until the even: and about the time of the sun going down he died. 
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Scriptures

Numbers 25:10 to 29:40 (Hebrew Bible: 30:1)
1 Kings 18:46 to 19:21
Colossians 2:8 to 4:6; Matthew 26:1-30
John 2:13-22; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8

At this point in our readings the Children of Israel have been in the Wilderness forty years. The first generation out of Egypt has passed away. We are now seeing the next generation along with Caleb and Joshua and their families about to enter the Promised Land. This study is a continuation from the last study/parsha Balak (see reference below), where we found that the spirit of Balaam had infiltrated YHVH’s camp by means of Moabite women enticing the men of Israel through sexual immorality. The enticement happened when the men were invited to a banquet in honor of the Moabite pagan gods. Scripture records the Moabite women and the men of Israel ate, then bowed down to these pagan gods (Numbers 25:1-3). 

The hearts of the men of Israel were left wide open, unprotected and unguarded. This is the same for us today. YHVH has redeemed our spirits, but the redemption of our soul/heart is, in part, our work. We need a moral order in our lives called holiness. The soul hosts all the emotions, decisions and the will of man. If the soul does not come into line with the pattern of the Tabernacle written on our spirit/heart, then YHVH will allow tests to help us see where we have missed the mark by not walking in His holy ways (Leviticus 26:14:35). What we are confronted with is usually what YHVH is showing us in our life that needs to be attended to. It is our job to bring our soul into the order and plan of YHVH, to “Be holy because I, YHVH your Elohim, am holy” (Leviticus 19:2; 1 Peter 1:15-16). 

The Israelite men, who were enticed by the Moabite women, had not prepared themselves body, SOUL and spirit. This cost them their lives. Testing the people before coming into the land was crucial for this generation, as it was for the generation before them. YHVH allowed an invasion of the camp. The first attempt was through Balaam. Balaam was to curse the Israelites, but YHVH blocked those curses and had him speak only blessings. The next attempt – by the Moabites – to curse Israel was through the lust of the eye. With unguarded hearts, the door was left opened for the Moabite women to captivate the Israelite men. The women entertained the men by reasoning with their fleshly desires. Once captivated by lust, the invasion of the camp of Israel began. The purpose was to have the people lose their Covenant relationship with YHVH by adulterating themselves. In breaking their Covenant, they would forget their identity as a holy nation, set apart unto the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

Food also played an important role in bringing the men into this idolatrous behavior. Did the Moabite women offer food that was recommended by YHVH according to Leviticus 11, or could they have offered things that were not food to the men of Israel? We are not told what was served but we can see by the result as their behavior changed drastically after eating what the Moabite women offered. The things they ate may have been polluted by first being offered to idols, and most likely could have contained blood in the meat. These elements alone can produced seductive, animalistic mindsets, which can lead to unclean activity (Acts 15:20). Blood is a part of occult worship. Since the life of the animal is in the blood, by eating the blood, they could likely have ingested the life of that animal along with its animalistic behavior (Leviticus 17:11). This was how the Moabite women seduced the Israelite men – lust of the flesh, first spiritually and then physically.

In the incident of the Golden Calf, the sin of the camp came from within. Their ancestors ate and drank, then indulged in pagan idolatry by bowing down to worship the calf. The Moabites found they could not verbally curse the people so their attention was turned instead to removing the Israelites from the camp by enticing them to sin. Their plan was to render the Israelites’ status as null and void (unclean), and thus disallow the Israelites their right to claim their inheritance of the land. They were successful in doing this. In this test, YHVH effectively revealed the sin in the Israelites’ own hearts. Lust and pride were still present and needed to be exposed and cleansed from the camp. That day 24,000 died. What the enemy intended for evil, YHVH purposed for good. The Israelites were and are a royal priesthood and a holy nation (Exodus 19:5-6; 32:1-6). 

Today, many people have a desire to live in the land, and even more people have a desire to at least visit the land. The rules of entering and staying in the land are still the same and have not changed. YHVH is the same yesterday, today and forever. YHVH desires us to have pure hearts and minds, know the difference between the clean and unclean, holy and unholy, and keep and celebrate His Feasts, Sabbath and New Moon Festivals. If we walk in His ways, we will see more people staying in the land and living in peace. At present, there are relatively few believers in the land. If we study these simple principles, the land would not spew us out, the enemy would not be on the doorstep or in the land, and Israel would enjoy shalom/peace and be blessed.  

As we learned in the last parsha, the sin of Balaam is still with us today. Today, we are the Children of Israel about to inherit the land called Israel.  But we are having trouble not only with the inheritance of the land, but with acknowledging our own identity as Israel – physically! We have not known who we are! Last week we explored the very subtle ways of Balaam. We also studied the ways of the ekklesia (the called out ones), those who uphold the ways and the truth of YHVH. This week we look at the heart of Phinehas, whose name means "mouth of brass." Brass is used for the prevention of disease and acts like a purifier. 

Numbers 25:6 Blatant Rebellion

In broad daylight, after dining with the Moabites, an Israelite man boldly brought one of their women into the Israelite camp with the intentions of having intimate relations with her. We have not heard of Phinehas in scripture up to this point. He was the son of Eleazar the High Priest and grandson of Aaron. When Phinehas saw how easily the Israelite men became enticed and what they participated in, he carries out the law by his own hands. Phinehas upheld the holiness and righteousness of YHVH’s Word and killed them in the presence of the whole assembly.  Any defilement of the camp would have profaned YHVH’s name, and any delay in righteousness would have infected and misled the people. For this, YHVH blessed Phinehas. 

Numbers 25:10-13 Phinehas 

YHVH said to Moses, "Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, that I consumed not the children of Israel with my zeal. Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace: And he shall have it and his seed after him, the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of Israel."

There were eighty Kohanim Gedolim (High Priests) in the time of the First Temple and three hundred during the Second Temple. All were descendants of Phinehas. The seed of Phinehas was in the loins of Abraham, and if we are of the seed of Abraham, we too have the potential of Phinehas in us. 

Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham. If you belong to Yeshua, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise (Galatians 3:7, 29).

The word “seed” in Greek is sperma (Strong’s # G4690) meaning: 1) from which a plant germinates; the seed i.e. the grain or kernel that contains within itself the germ of the future plants. A metaphor that speaks of a residue or remnant of survivors reserved as the germ of the next generation, just as seed is kept from the harvest for the sowing; 2) the semen virile (physical), as well as the product of this semen/seed: children, offspring, progeny, family, tribe and posterity. Sperma is from the word speiro (Strong’s # G4687), meaning to sow, scatter, seed.

Phinehas was a picture of the righteousness of Yeshua as he upheld the holiness of YHVH’s house for his people, Israel (John 2:14-17). Beginning with the Seed (Yeshua our High Priest) that was in Abraham, we see that the priesthood was sown throughout the generations of descendants after him (Galatians 3:15-16). Phinehas’ heart was in Abraham’s descendants, the Zadok priests who ministered before YHVH. They were zealous for the Word of YHVH.

As Phinehas had not previously been mentioned in scripture, the High Priest Melchizedek (Genesis 14:18-20), also had no previous mention, heritage or priesthood in scripture. As a sign of the covenant, he served Abraham bread and wine to bless him. In return Abraham paid Melchizedek tithes. Melchizedek came as both a king and a priest. 

David’s Covenant was in the order of Melchizedek. David was a king and he was a priest. David had no previous priesthood in his lineage. In Scripture, we are told David’s tent (tabernacle / covenant) fell because the people disobeyed the message (Amos 9:11; Acts 15:16; 1 Peter 2:8-10; Hebrews 8:8). What was the message they disobeyed? It was YHVH’s teaching and instruction given to them through Moses at Mount Sinai, the Mosaic Covenant. 

YHVH came in the flesh (Yeshua) to restore David’s Covenant in what is called the Renewed Covenant, which is also referred to as the New Testament/Covenant today. Yeshua, the Son of David, inherited his Father’s throne and became a King and a Priest in the order of Melchizedek (Hebrews 6:20). As the sign of the Covenant being renewed, Yeshua also served His disciples (representing the Twelve Tribes) bread and wine (John 1:1, 14; Luke 22:17-19; Jeremiah 31:31-33; Hebrews 8:8-10).

When Abram accepted the bread and wine Melchizedek gave him, he entered into a covenant of salt. That covenant carried an eternal element. One of the words found in the name Melchizedek is the name Zadok. The sons of Zadok were linked to righteousness and the King of Righteousness. Abraham recognized the importance of the covenant and paid tithes to Melchizedek. Tithes are called an everlasting covenant of salt for the priests and their offspring forever (Numbers 18:19). The salt covenant represented the character and attributes of the priesthood of Yeshua in the order of Melchizedek.  That is why the tithe was paid and why the tithe is a lasting commandment throughout our generations – for today. The focus is not on what “we” have done, or what we have produced by our own hands from our work (our “field”), or what came from our increase. It has everything to do with attitude and holiness. It has to do with the priestly order being seeded spiritually into our lives through the Ruach Ha Kodesh/Holy Spirit. That “seed” (Yeshua) came into our lives and we pass on this “seed” to others. We who believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and walk in His ways are of the royal priesthood of the Messiah. With that comes the responsibility to act upon it and to walk in holiness. By this we sow seed into others by our serving. We sow to gather or reap in the harvest. The harvest we desire is that of people. The tithe is “seed” for the future “seed” of Abraham, Yeshua – not for us, but for the harvest yet to come. This is an eternal covenant (Numbers 18:18-19; Hebrews 11). Selah. 

In the loins of Abraham were generations of this promised seed. We were in the loins of Abraham, and we are part of this mystery and promise in the order of Melchizedek. This mystery is a spiritual lineage not a blood lineage. The Sons of Zadok possessed what Melchizedek possessed.  Righteous behavior and action reflected that order. This conduct came through the Spirit of Yeshua who is our King and Priest. It is Yeshua’s priesthood we serve in today (1 Peter 1:10-13).

The order of Melchizedek today is found in those who are walking in the intimacy of the Messiah and in full knowledge and understanding of and obedience to the Living Torah, Yeshua. They are those that had no previous knowledge of Torah, could not prove their lineage if asked and did not have “a predecessor in office”. The seed was spiritually imparted to them, as it was Abraham. The order of Melchizedek is a heart line not a bloodline. Nor is it of the line of Aaron; that line was a shadow/picture for the redemption of the firstborn fulfilled in Yeshua.

And he [Abraham] received the sign of brit-milah [circumcision], as a seal of the tzedakah [righteousness] of his emunah [faith] while he was yet uncircumcised [akrobustia – Strong’s #203[ that he might be the abba of all them that believe, though they may not be circumcised; that tzedakah might be imputed to them also. Therefore it is of emunah, that it might be by unmerited favor; to the end that the promise might be made certain to all the zera [seed]; not to that only which is of the Torah, but to those also who are of the emunah [faith] of Avraham; who is the abba [father] of us all.” (Romans 4:11,16 ref. Galatians 3:7, 29. See reference # 1 regarding the word akrobustia/uncircumcised).

The House of Israel (also called Ephraim) is a part of the Melchizedek order. The Northern Kingdom was assimilated into the Nations and lost their parentage and identity in YHVH and Israel. Today they are returning from the valley of dry bones to the hearts of their fathers: Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Ezekiel 37:1-14; Malachi 4: 6). The spirit of Elijah (Yeshua) is being loosed on those who have the heart of the Messiah and are after Torah (YHVH’s teaching and instruction). These are the seeds of Abraham, refreshing and restoring David’s covenant.

A closer look at the prophecy and covenant given to Phinehas is YHVH’s declaration: "Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace: And he shall have it, and his seed after him, the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of Israel" (Numbers 25:12-13).

The word “everlasting” is olam (Strong’s #5769), which comes from the Hebrew root word alam (Strongs # 5956), meaning: secret, to be concealed, hide, to hide oneself. Hide is the Hebrew tsaphan (Strong’s #6845), meaning: to hide, treasure, store up, north and reveal. 

Because of disobeying the message, the House of Israel (Ephraim) went into exile one hundred and thirty-five years before the House of Judah. Ephraim was taken north, up into Assyria. Judah’s exile was to the south into Babylon. Later a very small remnant from the House of Judah (mostly priests) returned, leaving the main body from the House of Judah in the exiled land (see Ezra 2). Ephraim stayed “hidden up North”, and eventually assimilated and continued to scatter throughout the Nations (2 Kings 17 and 25).

YHVH promised to bring his people back from the north (Isaiah 43:6; 49:12; Jeremiah 16:15). John the Baptist was a priest from the line of Abijah (1 Chronicles 24:10). He was anointed from birth to herald in the Messiah in the spirit of Elijah. Elijah was an Ephraimite, a Tishbite from the Northern Kingdom. John the Baptist chose not to walk in the grandeur of the priesthood and priestly function in the Temple, but took on a humble existence administering in a Tabernacle in the Wilderness. He was a voice (trumpet) crying in the Wilderness to those who were being called from the Nations, i.e. “the lost sheep” or “hidden ones” from the House of Israel, back to the ways of YHVH. Walking in YHVH’s ways heralds in and prepares the way for the Messiah (Luke 1:5-25, 57-80; 3:1-20).

The order of Melchizedek is a kingly realm and a priestly realm. Those from Judah, the House of Judah and his companions, fulfill the kingly realm. The priestly realm is in Ephraim, the House of Israel with his companions, coming home from the wilderness. Together they join and herald in the coming Messiah. The Orthodox Jews believe they carry the kingly realm and are waiting for those who walk in the priestly realm to be revealed. They are confident that when they see the priestly realm coming together with the kingly realm of Judah, the Messiah is close at hand (Ezekiel 37:15-28). 

Today Ephraim is coming forth in the order of Melchizedek. Ephraim is those who had no previous priestly decent or background in Torah yet are returning with the heart and attitude of righteousness and holiness. They will proclaim the way of YHVH in the wilderness as they look for their “hidden” brothers. 

The root word for “everlasting”, as in everlasting covenant, is the word hidden. The hidden ones are the ones proclaiming the way of YHVH in the wilderness. They call out, “Who will stand firm for YHVH? Who will walk in His ways? Who will put aside their Babylonian pagan festivals of bowing down to the Christmas tree that gives gifts and worshipping Ishtar at Easter with sun worship at sunrise? Who will lay down man’s traditions and join in the celebration of the resurrection of the Son at the Feast of Firstfruits? Who will rejoice in the fulfillment of His Feasts at their appointed times? Who will walk in all the glory and pageantry of His courts and delight in His teaching and instruction? Who will declare this message in the assemblies of those who call themselves children of the God Most High? There are many to be found who are ministering to the people in the outer court, but where are those who minister to YHVH in His Holy Place?” 

We have this hope as an anchor for the SOUL, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where Yeshua, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek (Hebrews 6:19-20).

C.R. Oliver in his book The Sons of Zadok wrote,

I knew that theological seminaries taught how to minister to the people, but none seemed to teach anything about ministering to God. What characterizes the person who may minister to God? Ezekiel 44:14 was a pivotal verse, separating those who will minister to the people and declaring who will NOT minister to Him. "Yet I will put them [the unholy clergy characterized in the previous verses in Ezekiel] in charge of the duties of the temple and all the work that is to be done in it."

The previous verses define the duties of the "defiled clergy." Ezekiel 44:10-14 says they were to be identified by a straying congregation. An unholy clergy would minister to an unholy congregation. The clergy were worshipping idols alongside the people. They stood before the people, taught them, lead them in worship, did the pulpit work, administered educational and social programs, directed activities related to the congregation, and looked after the physical plant but THEY WERE NOT TO MINISTER TO GOD.

Only the Sons of Zadok were to minister to God. Ezekiel 44:15 marks a dividing line between clergy and clergy. It is the “summum bonum” of discernment regarding the ministry. Once learned, it will comprise the criteria for all judgment regarding the clergy and their work in the church.

But the priest the Levites, the Sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of my sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from me,…THEY shall stand before me…They shall enter into my sanctuary, and they shall come near to my table, to MINISTER UNTO ME, and they shall keep my charge. (Ezekiel 44:15-16).

What kind of ministry do you want – one that only ministers to people or one that ministers to God? In the first situation, the minister faces the congregation, while in the latter situation, the minister is turned to God and the people are privileged to view. Ezekiel had observed the priests and Levites worshipping idols in their private quarters near the Temple. These were the very ones who were charged with the spiritual care of Israel. God’s Spirit showed Ezekiel how things really were in the Temple on earth and how different it was compared to God’s plan for the Temple. Ezekiel saw, not as common men would see, that every sacrifice seemed to be in order from a human view. Every law seemed to be kept. The Temple looked, from all appearances, to be alive and well. The people were being ministered to; the sin offerings and the peace offerings looked "in order." The scriptures were read and explained. The people were satisfied with their ministers (Revelation 22:11).

God showed Ezekiel the clergymen’s hearts. He revealed how they secretly worshipped idols and how they committed adultery physically and spiritually. Ezekiel was repulsed. His holy heart cried out for God to do something. God answered by saying that they were not to be removed from office, nor would lightening strike them dead. God intended to do nothing but allow them to continue. If the people were satisfied with idolatrous, adulterous leadership, then God would not intervene. One difference would be made. Those priests would not be able to minister to Him. Holiness was required for that office. 

The sons of Zadok, as they ministered to God through their sacrifices and their leadership, walked in holiness. Their prayers were mingled with their anointed, sweet-smelling savor at the altar of incense. Their holiness exuded from their lives as they offered sin and peace offerings. The people knew they were different.

Ritual was not observed by the Sons of Zadok; they entered into the presence of the Lord during their duties. They taught the people the difference between the holy and the profane. They did not wear their holy garments used in service as they walked in the streets. They did not need notoriety as priests before the people. The people observed their different behavior. They were holy men doing holy things, and God blessed them. They walked differently, they talked differently; their lives reflected the holiness of the Lord. They took seriously, "Be ye holy as I am holy" (1 Peter 1:16). They took the opportunity to teach the people to discern between the unclean and the clean (Ezekiel 44:23).

...

I turned my back to the students and entered into a dramatic scenario, posing as a priest offering prayer before the altar. I described the glory of God and how smoke filled the atmosphere, how their hearts were clean and pure, and how the Lord honored them with His presence. The people could see that the Sons of Zadok were different. Then, I turned to the students and asked them what was going to be the character of their ministry? They must choose. Would they be servants of the people only ministering to their needs? If so, they could live like every other professing minister. They could be worldly and profane and still occupy high pulpits and be respected. They would still have a title. Higher education would propel them to higher degrees and still greater respect. If they lived just a nominal Christian life, they would still be appreciated and respected by the multitudes. They would be addressed as "Pastor," and their rank would be based on the size of their congregation. Committee and the wealth of the people would determine their salaries. The role of the clergy was clearly defined: Stay within the guidelines and you will succeed. BUT – that group may not minister unto God.

Only the Sons of Zadok (Righteousness) could come before the Lord and minister unto Him. Those who walk in holiness, compromising no aspect of Word or walk, and who teach the people to be holy, qualify. To minister to God begins with clean hands and a pure heart. Its rewards are different; instead of accolades from men, the Sons of Zadok find accolade from the Lord. His presence insures that peace reigns and every dedicated thing in Israel shall be theirs. (Ezekiel 44:29). Peace will rest upon the congregates houses as they minister to them holiness and the way of the Lord.

Numbers 26: 1-65 Census and Land Allotment Size

Take a census of the whole Israelite community by families – all those twenty years old or more who are able to serve in the army of Israel. The land is to be allotted to them as an inheritance based on the number of names.

Smaller tribes inherited smaller plots of land that would support them and larger families inherited land the size that would support their needs.

Numbers 27:1 – 11 Zelophehad’s Daughters

The daughters of Zelophehad son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Makir, the son of Manasseh, belonged to the clans of Manasseh son of Joseph. The names of the daughters were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah and Tirzah. They approached the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and stood before Moses, Eleazar the priest, the leaders and the whole assembly, and said, "Our father died in the desert. He was not among Korah's followers, who banded together against YHVH, but he died for his own sin and left no sons. Why should our father's name disappear from his clan because he had no son? Give us property among our father's relatives."

The census and allotment were counted according to male gender; land passed from father to son with the provision that sons would support their widowed mothers and unmarried sisters. But a man named Zelophehad from the tribe of Manasseh, who had been among those rescued from Egypt and later died on the journey to the land, had five daughters and no sons. The process for dividing the land that Moses outlined made no provision for passing the inheritance on to daughters. As the daughters of Zelophehad had no male heir to inherit through, they appealed to Moses. 

The women recognized the law was silent on this issue. They responded to it appropriately, taking their case before Moses. The daughters presented their plight in a logical and respectful manner. They did not grumble to others or act defiantly in their approach, nor did they instigate a negative campaign. Their approach and manner before leadership brought great respect that was a credit to their father. 

As Zelophehad’s daughters approached Moses, they were not turned away for being young or for being women. This showed a respect for gender in the camp and in YHVH’s Word that allowed men and woman to inquire of YHVH. Moses heard the merit of their plight, listening with an open heart and mind to YHVH. It was not Moses’ place to modify the divine Law. Moses transmitted the Law; YHVH originated it. He went respectfully with this matter to his Superior, the Judge of all, and from this a new law was given for all Israel. 

Numbers 27:12-23 Joshua To Succeed Moses

At this time in the journey, YHVH spoke to Moses about his last days with the Israelites. Before his death Moses would only be able to see the Promised Land from a high vantage point but not enter in …at that time. Would we have peace like that of Moses when hearing such news? Will we have the relationship with our Heavenly Father, trusting so deeply in His Faithfulness, that we have comfort?

Moses humbly accepted the news of his impending death and continued to serve YHVH. "He said, ‘May YHVH, the Elohim of the spirits of all mankind, appoint a man over this community to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them out and bring them in, so YHVH’s people will not be like sheep without a shepherd’ ” (Numbers 27:15-17).

With Moses’ passing approaching, none would be surprised at the succession of Moses to Joshua; after all, Joshua was his aide since youth, working by his side. He was with Moses in the Tent, meeting face to face with YHVH. He was up the mountain with Moses when he received the Ten Commandments. He brought back a good report when they spied the land. He was Moses’ constant companion not leaving his side. 

Moses, however, did not assume he knew who the next leader of Israel would be. We also do not see Moses suggesting someone he thought would be a suitable candidate. In this way, Moses showed great leadership and trust in YHVH who alone knows the hearts of man. The depth of humility in Moses is a gift to the body of believers today. Thus we have Joshua succeeding Moses, chosen by YHVH (Numbers 11:28).

Numbers 28:1-39:40 Daily Offerings

This listing of the offerings shows the order and the importance of the Feasts of YHVH, and gives us a greater revelation and appreciation for them. The daily offerings were to be constant. In our own daily walks we are always to have the presence of YHVH in our lives through the Living Torah, Yeshua. Our walk is to be a personal relationship like Moses had in meeting YHVH face to face in the Tent. It is to be intimate. We are to develop this same relationship. In the Aaronic/Levitical priesthood, the offerings were to serve for us. Under the Melchizedek order, the offerings were to elevate Yeshua. He is the goal and fulfillment of the Torah. The Torah was to be our guide, or our tutor, to reveal our sin and bring us to our Messiah/Savior for cleansing. Elevating and serving others brings the blessings and reveals the Messiah, the Living Torah in our midst. Our attitudes change when we implement this in our lives. We are to put new wine in a new wineskin (Numbers 28:3-8; Leviticus 1-6; Matthew 9:17).

The Sabbath offerings were to be given along with the daily offerings of grain, oil and wine (Numbers 28:9-10). We are told not to work or do our own thing on this day. We are told to keep our talk and actions appropriate for ministering in His inner court as a royal priesthood and a holy nation, from one sundown to the next. This changes lives. 

The next offerings were for the Rosh Chodesh or New Moon Festival. This festival fell on the first day of each new scriptural month, and was to be celebrated by all of Israel as a Feast to YHVH (Numbers 28:11-15). The revelation unfolds in Numbers 28 when we study the sacrifices offered on that day. Rosh Chodesh is a huge event to YHVH. This feast heralds in all YHVH’s feasts days yet to unfold. If we do not know when the New Moon is, we will miss YHVH’s feast days, all seven of them. 

It is the New Moon that ushers in the Bridegroom to meet the bride (Matthew 25). We are to blow the trumpets each Rosh Chodesh as a call to come and celebrate, twelve moons for the Twelve Tribes of Israel and their companions. The seventh New Moon trumpet blast also marks the Feast of Yom Teruah/Day of Blowing, and is called the Last Trump. It is this day of trumpet blowing, specifically, that beckons the bride and ushers her like a wedding procession to her Bridegroom, Yeshua! If we miss the sighting of this New Moon on this day, we may miss the wedding. 

The three Spring festivals of Passover, Unleavened Bread and Firstfruits and their sacrifices are recorded next in Scripture (Numbers 28:16-25). They required so many sheep that the Jewish historian, Josephus, mentions there were annually over two hundred and fifty thousand sacrifices during this seven-day feast. This feast time represented a personal consecration from that which contaminates us physically and spiritually. As the Israelites before us came out of slavery, we also are coming out of all that enslaved our hearts and minds to serve YHVH with clean hearts and hands. We are purifying our speech and associations to become a pleasing aroma before YHVH. As Yeshua offered himself as a pure sacrifice, a pleasing aroma, may we too observe the way of His holiness. He declares, "Be ye holy as I am holy." (Leviticus 11:44; 19:2; 20:7-8; 1 Peter 1:15-16) 

Following Passover, Unleavened Bread and Firstfruits, the spring feasts continue with the Counting of the Omer for the cleansing of the Nations of Israel. For forty-nine days, or seven weeks, we are to joyfully count and commemorate the days between the waving of the Firstfruits barley sheaf and the harvesting of the wheat. Doing this prepares our hearts for the 50th day, the Feast of Shavuot/Pentecost. This day marks “the first trump”, where the chosen bride, Israel, received the Torah (YHVH’s teaching and instruction), which is also called the betrothal Covenant. The words at Mount Sinai were originally written on stone tablets, but are now written on our hearts of flesh as recorded in Acts 2. We are to heed and live by these same words today (Ezekiel 11:19; 18:31-32; 36:26; Hebrews 3-4; James 1:22-23). 

All YHVH’s feasts are prophetic in nature and are to be celebrated as rehearsals each year. The feasts are designed to protect and cover the bride while the Ruach Ha Kodesh/Holy Spirit guides her to her destiny. The last three feasts reveal the wedding and the wedding celebration, called the wedding supper of the Lamb. Yeshua has fulfilled the spring feasts; the fall feasts He will yet fulfill at His second coming (Revelation 19:9).

The fall feast season commences with the Feast of Yom Teruah, Hebrew for the Feast of Trumpets, a feast we spoke of earlier. Reiterating, this first fall feast ushers in the bride by trumpet blowing to let her know the Bridegroom Yeshua Ha Mashiach, the Messiah, is coming! At this time, the bride has prepared herself by observing all the rehearsals, the feast days of YHVH (Leviticus 23). She has kept herself holy by keeping the Sabbath and knows the difference between the clean and unclean, holy and unholy (Ezekiel 44:23-24). The Sabbath is called the wedding ring, the sign of a true and faithful bride. She is the one who keeps the Sabbath holy. 

The day and hour of His return the bride does not know, as you never know when the Rosh Chodesh will appear. The phrase “no one knows the day or hour” is a Hebrew idiom referring to the Rosh Chodesh/New Moon Festival, which ushers in the Feast of Teruah (Trumpets) and the ensuing fall feasts of YHVH. Many times YHVH has the New Moon tarry over Jerusalem for one, two or even more days, before the first visible crescent is sighted for the announcing of the New Moon Festival (John 14:3). Therefore we eagerly wait and watch for the “day and hour” of His return. When that Last Trump blows, the bride trims her lamp and goes out to meet her Bridegroom for the start of their wedding (Matthew 25:1-13).

Ten days after Yom Teruah, a Rosh Chodesh, is the Feast of Yom Kippur/Day of Atonement, “the Great Trump”, the holiest feast.  Five days after Yom Kippur brings us to the seven-day feast of Tabernacles/Sukkot, the wedding supper of the Lamb, Yeshua Ha Mashiach (Isaiah 27:13; Matthew 24:31). 

This final fall feast had the most sacrifices of all the Feasts combined and was the most joyful. All the Nations who come forth to celebrate the coming of the Messiah will be blessed. Yeshua Ha Mashiach – He who comes to Tabernacle among us – is the true Tabernacle  (Zechariah 14; Hebrews 9:11; 2 Peter 1:13-14). 

The purpose of the feasts is to point us to the Messiah, the goal and fulfillment of the Torah.
The Feast days of YHVH are all prophetic in nature, pointing to the bride and to her appointments with the Messiah. May we be a people who rejoice at His return and come out to meet Him in His appointed seasons. May we be at His moedim/feasts and join the great ingathering of all Nations in Jerusalem, to celebrate with great joy our Messiah Yeshua, at the Wedding Supper of the Lamb. The seven feasts of YHVH still stand today. They are our roadmap to the Messiah and His return in the Millennial (Zechariah 14:16-21).  

I delight greatly in YHVH; my soul rejoices in my Elohim. For He has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign YHVH will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations (Isaiah 61:10-11).

Shabbat Shalom,
Carl and Julie Parker



Footnote

He was the father through Isaac and Jacob of both houses. Of the Jews, by being the father of the circumcised and of the akrobustia Ephraimites who are returning, by being himself a returnee - a crossover – or one who enters as a returning Hebrew. In Hebrew, one who crosses over is called an iberi. Iberi comes from the root word ever meaning “to cross over to truth from paganism.” So both before and after his circumcision, he still fathered one of the two houses of Israel, despite one being circumcised and the other akrobustia, since he at one time was both. YHVH accepted him in both states, even as he accepts both houses in their wonderings and their unfaithfulness, in their return through Mashiach. 

The word for uncircumcision is akrobustia, meaning “tossed-away foreskins,” or those once Israel, previously confirmed by circumcision. Those who have now tossed it all away, including their obedience to Torah, and their precious heritage to become mixed with and become one flesh with the nations. This term appears throughout the Brit Chadasha when speaking of returning Ephraim Israel. If these were true pagans in Rome, the Greek word to be used would be the word aperitome or the negation of the word peritome (Strongs # 4061) for circumcision. This unique term gives us great insight that these were the lost sheep of Israel, the akrobustia and not the aperitome or true pagans, that had never been circumcised. This word was put into the inspiration of scripture, to differentiate between the “tossed away foreskinned ones,” as opposed to the never-circumcised pagans. Even Greek scholars are stumped by this unique and unusual term, and cannot explain how and why it appears throughout scripture. But with a proper two-house understanding, it makes perfect sense. Akrobustia is always a reference to Ephraim Israel, who tossed away their rights and their benefits of belonging to the circumcision or to the people of historic Israel. (Restoration Scriptures) 
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Scriptures

Numbers 25:10 – 30:1

Haftara: 
1 Kings 18:46 19:21

25:11 "For his zeal..." the word uses the same root (koof, nun, aleph) as the word for jealousy. The sages interpret that had Pinchas not killed Zimri and Kozbi, all of Israel would have been destroyed (Pinchas 2:2).

25:13 "And it shall be to him, and his seed after him, the covenant of an everlasting priesthood" (25:13). Although the priesthood had already been given to the descendants of Aaron, it was given only to Aaron, and his four sons who were anointed together with him, and to the children they would father after their anointing. Pinchas, however, who was born before that time and was not himself anointed, did not enter the priesthood until now. Thus we have learned in the Talmudic tractate of Zevachim (101b): "Pinchas did not attain the priesthood until he slew Zimri" (Rashi).

Numbers 26:1-65 The Census of the Nation of Israel

Before taking vengeance upon the Midianites, as they had been commanded, the Israelites were to be mustered as the army of YHVH, by means of a new census, since the generation that was counted at Sinai (Ch. 1-4) had died out in the wilderness. The object of the fresh numbering, was not merely to muster Israel for the war with the Midianites and in the approaching conquest of the promised land with the Canaanites, but was intended to serve at the same time as a preparation for their settlement in Canaan. It was to be used for the division of the conquered land among the tribes and families of Israel. For this reason the families of the different tribes are enumerated here, which was not the case in Ch. 1. General instructions are also given in Num. 1:52-56 with reference to the division of Canaan. The numbering was simply extended, as before, to the male population of the age of 20 years and upwards, and was no doubt carried out, like the previous census at Sinai, by Moses and the high priest (Eleazar), with the assistance of the heads of the tribes, although the latter are not expressly mentioned here. The names of the families correspond, with very few exceptions, to the grandsons and great-grandsons of Jacob mentioned in Gen 46. With regard to the total number of the people, and the number of the different tribes.

"Take the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel..." (26:1).

To what is this comparable? A shepherd who recounts his flock after wolf and killed many of them to know how many remain. It is like the case of a shepherd to whom an owner entrusted his flock by number; when the shepherd came to the end of his time and was returning them, he had to number them again. When Israel went out of Egypt, G-d entrusted them to Moses by number (as per Exodus 12:37 and Numbers 1:1). Now that Moses was about to depart from the world in the plain of Moab, he returned them by number (Midrash Rabbah; Rashi).

27:1 The singular case of the daughters of Zelofchad caused an additional law to be added to the Torah. This civil code applies until today in Israel. It satisfactorily ascertains and amply secures the right of succession in cases of inheritance. The law, which is as reasonable as it is just, stands thus:

1. On the demise of the father the estate goes to the sons.

2. If there is no son, the daughters succeed.

3. If there is no daughter, the brothers of the deceased inherit.

4. If there are no brothers or paternal uncles, the estate goes to the brothers of his father.

5. If there are no grand uncles or brothers of the father of the deceased, then the nearest kin succeeds to the inheritance.

Beyond the fifth degree the law does not proceed, because as the families of the Nation of Israel were kept distinct in their respective tribes, there must always be some who could be called a kinsman, having descended without interruption from the patriarch of the tribe.

27:12 With Moses’ death foretold, it is interesting to note the name of the mountain. It is called Har haAvirim which uses the same root (ayin, bet, nun) as the word for Hebrew. I see a full circle as the word ever means one who has crossed over. Although Moses did not get to cross over and knew that he would not, he was faithful to his calling to the end.

27:13  Although YHVH does not permit Moses to enter the Promised Land. I see his "seeing" as not only a physical view, but more so a spiritual insight into the Land and the future of the people.

28:2 This chapter begins with the description of the tamid offering, the daily continual offering, then continues through chapter 29 with the description of the mussaf, additional offerings that were brought to the Tabernacle of Shabbat, the New Moon and the Festivals.

29:35-38 Shmeni Aseret. This is the last day of the Sukkot festival, which is combined with Simchat Torah. Other than the traditional celebrations, this is the day when we realize that Messiah did not return in that year (as we believe that He will return at Sukkot – living outside looking toward the heavens for His return) and pray for His return in the next.

Lots and Numbers

In the opening chapters of the book of Numbers, back in the Parasha of Bamidbar, we read of the census of Israel conducted one year after the Exodus. It is now 39 years later, that entire generation (those over the age of 20 at the time) has died out, and a new generation has grown up to enter the Promised Land in their stead. In the wake of the plague which Pinchas stopped, YHVH instructs Moses and Elazar to conduct another count.

The total number of those counted – men between the ages of 20 and 60, not counting the tribe of Levi – was 601,730 (1,820 less than the previous census, which tallied 603,550).

The breakdown by tribes was as follows:

· The tribe of Reuven, comprising the families Chanochi, Palu'i, Hetzroni and Carmi (descendent of Reuben's four sons: Chanoch, Phalu, Hetzron and Carmi), numbered 43,730. In the previous census, the tribe of Reuven numbered 46,500.

· Shimon's sons generated the Nemueli, Yamini, Yachini, Zarchi and Shauli families, and the tribe totaled 22,200, a loss of 37,100 from the previous count of 59,300.

· The tribe of Gad (families: Zefoni, Haggi, Shuni, Ozni, Eiri, Arodi and Areli), totalling 40,500 (previous census, 45,650).

· Judah (Sheilani, Partzi, Zarchi, Hetzroni, Chamuli) totalling 76,500 (previous census, 74,600).

· Issachar (Tola'i, Puni, Yashuvi, Shimroni) totalling 64,300 (up from 54,400).

· Zebulun (Sardi, Eloni, Yachle'eli) totalling 60,500 (previous census, 57,400).

· The tribe of Menasseh included the Machiri, Giladi, E'ezri, Chelki, Asrieli, Shicmi, Shmida'i and Chefri; the verse also mentions here that, "Tzlofchad, the son of Chefer, had no sons, but only daughters; and the names of the daughters of Tzlofchad were: Machlah, Noah, Chaglah, Milkah and Tirtzah." Menasseh's population count was 52,700 (previous census, 32,200).

· Ephraim (Shuthalchi, Bachri, Tachani, Eirani) totalling 32,500 (previous census, 40,500).

· Benjamin (Bal'i, Ashbeli, Achirami, Shufami, Chufami, Ardi, Naami) totalling 45,600 (previous census, 35,400).

· Dan (the father of the tribe, Dan, had only one son, Chushim, so that the entire tribe consisted of one family -- the Shuchami) totalling 64,400 (previous census, 62,700).

· Asher (Yimnah, Yshvi, Bri'i, Chevri, Malkieli; "and the name of Asher's daughter was Serach") totalling 53,400 (up from 41,500).

· Naphtali's descendents divided themselves into the Yachtzeli, Guni, Yitzri and Shileimi clans, and their number in this census was 45,400 (previous census, 53,400).

"Among these shall the Land be apportioned as an inheritance," said YHVH to Moses, "according to the number of names."

To the more numerous you shall increase their inheritance, and to the fewer you shall lessen their inheritance...
Nevertheless the land shall be divided by lot... according to the lot shall their inheritance be divided, whether many or few.
· The tribe of Levi, which did not receive a share in the Land, was counted separately; they numbered 23,000 (in the previous census, they numbered 22,300).

The Torah concludes the census by stating:

Among these there was not a man of them whom Moses and Aaron the priest had numbered when they counted the children of Israel in the Sinai Desert. For YHVH had said of them: They shall surely die in the wilderness.

There was not left a man of them, except for Calev the son of Yefuneh, and Joshua the son of Nun.
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Scriptures

Numbers 25:10-30:1[29:40]

Haftorah Reading
1 Kings 18:46-19:21 

B’rit Chadashah 
On spiritual and moral purity: 2 Corinthians 11:2 
On spiritual adultery and fornication with the world: 2 Peter 2:14–22 
On meekness (relating to the daughters of Zelophehad) and the spiritual inheritance of the saints: Matthew 5:5; Revelation 5:10 
On the equality of woman (relating to the daughters of Zelophehad) in Israel: Galatians 3:28 
On the qualifications of spiritual leaders: 1 Timothy 3:2–7; 5:22 
On daily bringing our spiritual sacrifices (prayer and spiritual service) to YHVH: Romans 12:1 

Etz Chayeem Hoo (He Is a Tree of Life)

Yeshua is a tree of life to those who take hold of Him, and those who support Him are praiseworthy. His ways are ways of pleasantness and all of His paths are shalom. Bring us back YHVH to You, and we shall come, renew our days as of old.
As we begin to study the Torah let us never forget that YESHUA THE MESSIAH is the Living Torah, the Torah-Word of Elohim made flesh. He is the way, the truth and the life — the Living Manna sent from heaven. Without Him living in our lives through the indwelling Presence of his Set-Apart/Kadosh Spirit (Who leads us into all truth and revelation) the Written Torah can become the dead letter of the law!

Outline of This Week’s Parashah (Torah Portion):

· 25:10 Phinehas Rewarded for His Righteous Zeal

· 25:16 YHVH Commands Israel to Harass Midian

· 26:1 A New Census of Israel Is Taken

· 26:57 The Count of the Levites

· 27:1 The Grievance of Zelophehad’s Daughters and the Resulting Laws of Inheritance

· 27:12 YHVH Shows Moses the Promised Land

· 27:15 Moses Asks for a Successor

· 28:1–30:1 The Continual Daily (Tamid) Offering; Additional (Mussaf) Offerings of the Weekly and Annual Sabbaths and New Moons

Study Questions for This Week’s Midrash (Torah Discussion):

1. 25:17 Harass … and smite them. Midian is symbolic of the immoral pleasures of the society that surrounds the people of YHVH and that will subvert and overtake the righteous if left unchecked. YHVH commanded Israel to constantly harass and attack the Midianites for their subversion of Israel sexually. The best defense is a strong offense. As The ArtScroll Stone Edition Chumash points out, harassing the Midianites was to be an on-going state of mind (p. 877). Likewise, fighting the sin that would attempt to gain entrance into our lives must be a constant state of mind. YHVH commanded Israel to harass the Midianites and then to smite them. When sin arises, because our offensive and defensive positions against sin are secure, we will be ready to smite the sin that dogs us. What are you (especially you men) doing to combat the sexual enticements of the surrounding wicked and perverse generation? What do you watch on television including the advertisements? Do you listen to immoral music? Are your conversations with your friends and coworkers always clean and pure? What do you allow your eyes to see that is sexually explicit? Do you vigorously and aggressively confront it for the evil that it is and take a stand against it both in your heart and mind and do so openly? As YHVH commanded Israel to view Midian as the enemy because of their lust for immoral pleasure, so we must despise the world around us as our enemy in this regard for its debauchery and idolatry. (Read 1 Cor 10:3–5.)

2. The rabbis teach that Balaam and Midian co-conspired at engineering the demise of Israel through sensual enticements. Make no mistake about it, sex is a very powerful motivating force in the affairs of humans. Some will do anything (including murder or denying Yeshua) for a few moments of sensual gratification. Are there forces afoot in our society today attempting to corrupt the morally pure by drawing them into unrighteousness and degradation sexually? What are the means by which this is occurring? Discuss the assault of raunchiness and filth and what the saints can do to keep from getting sucked into its cesspool.

3. 25:11 In my jealousy. YHVH is a jealous Elohim. The word jealous is the Hebrew word qanna (Strong’s H7067) meaning “to envy, be jealous, be envious, be zealous.” The ArtScroll Stone Edition Chumash states, “Jealousy is a person’s reaction when he finds that another is taking something that is rightly his. [Elohim] is jealous when Jews serve idols, because they transfer their allegiance from Him to something else.” p. 876). Torah expresses this same idea elsewhere:

You shall not bow down yourself to [idols], nor serve them, for I YHVH thy Elohim am a jealous El, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me. (Exod 20:5)

For you shall worship no other god, for YHVH, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous El. (Exod 34:14)

For YHVH your Elohim is a consuming fire, even a jealous El. (Deut 4:24)

You shalt not bow down yourself unto them, nor serve them, for I YHVH your Elohim am a jealous El, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me. (Deut 5:9)

For YHVH your Elohim is a jealous El among you lest the anger of YHVH your Elohim be kindled against you, and destroy you from off the face of the earth. (Deut 6:15)

Why is YHVH jealous over his people? Could the answer perhaps lie in why a husband is jealous over his wife? Does YHVH view us in the same way? Read Ezekiel 16, which describes his espousal and marriage to his wife, Israel, and her subsequent adultery. The next time you are tempted to commit the sin of idolatry/spiritual adultery (to place anything in your life—e.g. money, entertainment, hobbies, sensual pleasures, food, television, family and friends, career—higher than your devotion, service and obedience to YHVH) perhaps remembering that YHVH is jealous over you will act as a deterrence to sin.

4. 25:12–13, An everlasting priesthood. YHVH rewarded Phinehas for taking a stand against the wickedness of immorality that threatened to destroy Israel. When was the last time you took an outward and open stand for anything? Are you passive in your convictions preferring not to rock the boat or to say anything that might offend? Are you a closet believer? Are salt and light passive or do they make their presence known? (See Matt 5:13–16.) Are those in the redeemed body of Messiah more likely to “take a stand” against their fellow believers over some minor issue long before they lift up a righteous complaint against the forces of hell bent on destroying our very nation morally and spiritually? Do you take “righteous” stands against your brethren over non-issues, yet let pass the greater evils in society that threaten to destroy us all? When was the last time you wrote a letter, made a phone call, held up a sign in a picket, called a radio talk show, put a controversial bumper sticker or sign on your car, voted or in some other way made your opinion known (let your light shine) in the society? If you’re inactive in this regard, perhaps you are part of the problem and not part of the solution. As the famous proverb states, “All it takes for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing.”

5. Numbers 26 lists 70 clans within Israel. Each clan was given a land apportionment within the land of Israel. There were 70 nations among the sons of Noah (Gen 10), 70 members of the Sanhedrin (the Jewish ​ruling body which governed Israel) and Yeshua had, in addition to the 12 disciples 70 additional disciples (Luke 10:1). What is the significance of the number 70 (hint: 7 x 10)? Perhaps the 70 clans and 70 disciples were to evangelize the 70 nations with the Word of Elohim? What is your personal vision and role in helping to fulfill this YHVH-ordained mission of Israel? Or are you just content to play the church and religion game making no impact on those around you at all because you are afraid of what others might think? What was said of the leading religionists of Yeshua’s day? “For they loved the praises of men more than the praises of Elohim!” (John 12:43)

6. 27:15–23 What aspects of Joshua’s character made him qualified to be Moses’ successor (and therefore a prophetic shadow-picture of Yeshua) and to lead Israel into the Promised Land? Look in a concordance, Bible dictionary or a Bible search computer program under “Joshua” to see what you find about his character traits. Let us not forget that the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews compares Joshua/Yehoshuawith Yeshua, which is a shortened form of the name Yehoshua, for both were to give their people “rest” by leading them into the Promised Land. (See Heb 4, specifically verse 8.)

7. 28:9 On the Sabbath day. Every Sabbath YHVH required double sacrifices to be offered. This being a foundational principle, shouldn’t we spend more time seeking him on Shabbat? What types of activities should fill our Sabbath time that are of a devotional, worshipful nature? Shouldn’t all of our Sabbath-day activities somehow point to YHVH, and in some way strengthen our walk with and ties to our Creator, and our ties to others who are of the household of faith? Let’s not forget an important truth: Keeping Torah is not about bondage (to a legalistic set of do’s and don’ts); it’s a vehicle to promote bonding (building loving relationship between man and his Creator, between man and his fellow man).

8. 29:12ff YHVH commanded the priests to offer seventy bulls during Sukkot, which was a feast representing the harvest of the nations into YHVH’s kingdom. What does this say about YHVH’s heart for the Gentiles or Goyim (or “people of the nations”)? Who was his instrument in reaching them with the message of his Word? Who is his instrument now?

9. 29:16ff The appointed times or feasts of YHVH were days of great rejoicing and celebration, yet they were also days when YHVH commanded sacrifices to be offered. What does this teach us about our need to never forget about the sin that does so easily beset us as well as about the Kadosh (Set-Apart) One of Israel who took away our sin guilt?

The Daughters of Zelophehad & Women’s Rights
Does the Torah Exalt or Denigrate Women?

Ya’acov Natan Lawrence
Hoshana Rabbah Messianic Discipleship Resources
We find an interesting discussion in A Torah Commentary For Our Times/ATCFOT (UHAC Press, NY, 1993) ​regarding the incident involving the daughters of Zelophehad (Num 27:1–11) that may answer some questions that contemporary women have regarding the Torah’s view of women. “Modern commentator Jacob Milgrom contrasts ancient Israelite practices of inheritance with those of their neighbors.” He notes that the practice of equality of inheritance between sons and daughters was upheld in Egypt and Mesopotamia one thousand years before the codification of the Torah. Later on the Greeks can be added to this list of countries that practiced “equal rights.” Milgrom then asks, “In face of such ‘equality’ of treatment how then are we to explain the fact that the Bible gives women no inheritance rights except in the case where there are no sons?” Does the Torah seem to discriminate against women regarding the inheritance of land and property from the estates of their parents, he asks? (p. 80)

Some believe the Apostle Paul viewed women as second-class citizens, at least regarding their involvement in the local congregation. Is this a fair assessment?

(To read the entirety of this article about the Bible’s view of women in ministry, please go to the article at: http://www.hoshanarabbah.org/pdfs/daughters_zelophehad.pdf.)
1 Kings 18:46-19:21
Strength For the Journey: A Touch From YHVH

The connection between the Parashah and the Haftorah portions are the shared traits between Phinehas and Elijah. Both were uncompromising in their zeal for YHVH and stalwart defenders of the faith. As The ArtScroll Stone Edition Chumash points out, Phinehas bravely went after an Israelite prince and a Moabite princess, and Elijah took on King Ahab and his wicked wife Jezebel. “Each was unstinting and unflinching in protecting the nation from the inroads that idolatry had been making into the Israelite camp and from the consequences of that idolatry’s treachery” (p. 1190).

1. Men of great faith are still mere men, and are thus subject to the vicissitudes of human emotions. They need our prayers and support as they battle against the powers of evil. Within the psalms of David, for example, we find recorded the zenith of human joy as well as the depth of pathos.

2. 19:3–4 He arose and went. What was behind Elijah’s flight from the wrath of wicked Jezebel? Did he flee the Northern Kingdom to the safe haven of Beersheba in the kingdom of Judah merely to save his skin in light of Jezebel’s threats? When having arrived safely in Judah, who was ruled by the righteous king Jehoshaphat, why then did he feel the need to continue his journey all the way to Mount Sinai? Was this mighty prophet who had just slain the prophets of Baal in Jezebel’s backyard in sight of the people of Israel now shaking wimpily in his sandals as the Israelite queen screeched out her threats against him? Did this man of faith not have faith enough to believe that YHVH would preserve him from his enemies as he had until then?

Keil and Delitzsch, in their commentary on this passage, state that it was not for fear of Jezebel that Elijah trekked to Sinai, but rather to pour out to YHVH Elohim his weariness of life and the frustrations of ministry to an obstinate and backslid people. If he fled into the wilderness to save his life, why then did he ask to die there by YHVH’s hand (verse 4)?

It seems clear that Elijah went into the wilderness to have his spiritual strength renewed and to hear a fresh word from YHVH that would sharpen his ministry vision and spiritual focus. The Hebrew word for wilderness is midbar (Strong’s H4057) and derives from the root word debar (Strong’s H1696) meaning “to speak, declare, converse, command, promise, or warn.”The wilderness was the place of solitude and quiet away from the noise and clutter of life where Elijah went to hear a fresh word from YHVH, to commune with his Creator and to have his spirit refreshed. 

What other notable biblical character did the same? (See Matt 14:23; Mark 6:46; Luke 4:1, 14; 6:12.) Who do you turn to and what do you do when you become weary in well-doing? (Gal 6:9; 2 Thess 3:13). Let those who labor in YHVH’s spiritual field not lose hope, for they will reap if they do not faint from weariness in the mean time, and though the sowing may be laborious, painful and bitter at times, bountiful and joyful reaping will eventually come (Ps 126:5–6).

3. 18:8 Horeb is another name for Mount Sinai and means “to lay waste, to slay, to make desolate”(Strong’s H2722). Elijah had just spent 40 days fasting before arriving at the mount of YHVH. What is the purpose of fasting? In Hebraic thought, fasting is referred to as “afflicting the soul,” which is another way of saying, “crucifying the flesh.” Fasting involves sublimating the flesh, thus allowing the spirit man to rise up allowing it to become more receptive to hearing the voice of YHVH’s Spirit. Did Elijah find what he was seeking in this regard? Did he hear YHVH’s voice, become spiritually rejuvenated and receive a new vision for his ministry?

4. 19:9 The cave. Some English translations read “a cave,” but the Hebrew uses the definite article the, not the indefinite article a. This is the cave on Mount Sinai, but which cave? This is believed to be the exact spot where Moses hid in the cleft of the rock when YHVH revealed to him his glory and grace (Exod 33:12–34:9, see Keil and Delitzsch, vol. 3, p. 180; The Soncino Pentateuch, p. 700). Why would Elijah return to this particular spot? What can we learn from Elijah? Are there times in our life when we need to revisit places of great spiritual importance in order to spiritually reconnect with YHVH?

5. 19:9 What are you doing here? This question of YHVH was doubtless meant to be a reality check for the prophet. YHVH repeats the question in verse 13. Elijah had fled Israel in discouragement at the apparent failure of his mission to permanently end the apostasy among YHVH’s people. Elijah sought refuge in the cleft of the rock in Mount Sinai where Moses many generations earlier had seen the Presence of YHVH (The Soncino Pentateuch, p. 700). Can there be anything wrong with fleeing to Yeshua when in the midst of despair, in seeking his face, and endeavoring to hear a word from him of direction and encouragement? Is this your response to adversity? What was YHVH’s response to Elijah? Did he rebuke him, or lovingly respond to Elijah’s emotional needs? Will not our tender Father in heaven do the same for us in our time of need? What did YHVH show Elijah? That he was not alone in his battle against wickedness, but that there were others who could stand with him (Ibid.). YHVH helped Elijah to refocus his spiritual sights, and, in addition, validated his ministry by giving him some new assignments.

6. 19:11ff What is the deeper meaning behind the earthquake, the fire and finally, the still small voice? What major lesson was YHVH endeavoring to teach the prophet; what deep truth about his method of operation in the affairs of men through the hands of his servants was YHVH trying to convey? The design of the vision was to show to this fiery and zealous prophet, who wanted to reform everything by means of quick action, the gentle way which Elohim pursues, and to proclaim the long-suffering and mildness of his nature, as the voice had already done to Moses on that very spot (Keil and Delitzsch, vol. 3, pp. 181–182). In other words, men who are movers and shakers often want to see definable, decisive and quick results for their efforts and despair when such does not occur, yet this is not usually the way of the moving of YHVH’s Spirit. YHVH moves slowly, patiently, almost imperceptibly in the affairs of men changing hearts and minds to jive with his sovereign will and grace, giving men time and space to repent. Recognizing this, YHVH’s servants must minister faithfully and in faith according to their divine callings, while keeping their eyes on YHVH all the while leaving the results to him.

7. 19:14 I only, am left. In his moment of rejection and dejection, this feeling was very strong and colored Elijah’s entire outlook. Yet YHVH corrected Elijah informing him of the bigger perspective and the true reality that there was a faithful remnant who had not bowed to Baal. We may suppose that Elijah’s ministry in defending the faith had contributed to these people remaining faithful to YHVH. Like a sower sowing good seed wherever we go, we must have faith that our efforts on behalf of YHVH’s kingdom are yielding results, though we may not yet see them. The just shall walk by faith, not by sight.

8. 19:19 Elisha … who was plowing. Elijah found Elisha not, as Matthew Henry points out in his commentary, in the schools of the prophets—or, in our day, in a seminary or other religious institution—but in the field; not reading, or praying, or sacrificing, but plowing. This is the man YHVH chose to be Elijah’s successor. Beware of those who while eating the bread of idleness are “called” to be in the ministry. Are those who use the social welfare system to support themselves while in the ministry following the biblical model? Think of those biblical personages who were the most influential in advancing the kingdom of YHVH. How were they employed just prior to their being launched into their divinely appointed mission? Among these notable ranks we find a carpenter, fishermen, shepherds, and orchard keepers, to name a few. If YHVH hasn’t chosen you for a special ministry just yet, then make your secular job your ministry, looking for opportunities to be a witness for Yeshua, and see YHVH bless the works of your hands in a special way as you seek first his kingdom and his righteousness in all that you do (Matt 6:33).

9. 19:19 Twelve yoke of oxen. Often our secular jobs will be predictive of the spiritual calling that rests on our lives. Elijah’s twelve yoke of oxen may figuratively represent the twelve tribes of Israel (2 Chron 4:15), while the field represents the world (Matt 13:38). Israel was to be the instrument in YHVH’s hands through which his will and way (the Torah) would be disseminated throughout the world (Deut 4:6; Isa 49:6), yet because of her apostasy she had failed in this mission. YHVH was now calling Elisha to be a prophet who would plow up Israel’s spiritual fallow ground in an effort to bring them back to YHVH and back to their calling to be a light of truth to the nations. They were to be a mirror reflecting the light of YHVH’s Torah into the darkness of this world as the moon reflects the light of the sun in the night. Instead, Israel, in her idolatrous state, was a mirror reflecting the ways of the world. What is your spiritual calling? If you’re not sure, perhaps the career in which you are currently employed, or that which is in your heart to do if you could, is but the shadow pointing to your ministry calling. Pray and meditate about this. 

Pinchas / Phinehas   

http://www.ahavta.org/Commentary%20Y-3/Y3-15.htm
Commentary - Year 3 Sabbath 15
Numbers 25:10 - 26:51   -   Malachi 2:1-9   -   Psalm 113   -   Matthew 23:1-12, Ephesians 4:1-16
Preface:
Definitions: Torah – to point (instruction); Sin (chata) – to miss. So, “sin is the transgression of the Torah” (1 John 3:4). And, “narrow is the path that leads to life” (Matthew 7:14), but “broad is the way that leads to destruction” (Matthew 7:13); the Torah points to Yeshua (Romans 10:4 – Messiah is the goal of the Torah), but there are many paths that miss Him.

Setting:
Amon’s King Balak had tried to hire an Edomite sorcerer, Balaam, to curse Israel; but God forced Balaam to prophesy blessing instead to Israel.

Having failed to destroy Israel through cursing, Balaam told King Balak to make Yahweh angry with Israel through tempting Israel with immorality.

Israelite men became involved with Moabite women, and the men started bowing down to Moabite gods. God ordered Israelite leaders involved to be killed, and 24,000 died.

Commentary:
An Israelite leader named Zimri was found with a woman named Cozbi, the daughter of a Moabite leader. A grandson of Aaron the priest, named Phinehas, stabbed them through with a sword in front of the congregation. Yahweh said (v.11), “Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned away My wrath from the sons of Israel, in that he was jealous with My jealousy among them, so that I did not destroy the sons of Israel in My jealousy”. Then the plague stopped. Yahweh said further (v.12-13), “Behold, (natan lo brit shalom) I give to him My covenant of peace; and it shall be for him and his descendants after him, a covenant of a perpetual priesthood, because he was jealous for his God, and made atonement for the sons of Israel”.

Note how greatly God rewards those who act in His Name, with passion for His glory, and care for His people’s spiritual (shalom) prosperity. This is the subject of today’s commentary.

Matthew 23
The scribes (those who wrote copies of the Scriptures) and Pharisees (the strictest religious sect) were among the judges of the Sanhedrin – the God-established judgment seat of Moses. Therefore, Yeshua instructed that they should be obeyed (v.3), as they spoke for God. But, they were not worthy to be followed in their actions, because they were hypocrites, not acting according to their own words. They made rulings that were difficult to obey (perhaps for the share of sin-offerings that they might receive), but would not act to help those in need of justice. In other words, they were not passionate for God’s people’s prosperity, but for their own riches 

Furthermore, they sought their own glory, rather than God’s. They performed mitzvot (instructions of Torah) with wrong motives – to be seen of men: they wore showy tzitzit (tassels), and enlarged tefillin (boxes with Scriptures inside, worn of forehead and arm). They took the seats in the Synagogues that were for important persons, and loved to be recognized as “Rav” (Teacher) or spiritual “Father”.

Yeshua teaches that we should not seek recognition by titles (such as Rabbi, Pastor, or Father), but that we should be servants – caring for the prosperity of others, seeking the elevation of others!

The devolution of “Rabbi”:

Rabbi comes from rav, which means great. It originally applied to a master – a slaveholder. It is not used in the Tanach. Talmudically, rabbi refers to one who was an interpreter and expounder of Torah and Talmud, and was supported by another occupation. The office of rabbi was originally honorary, based on the principle that the Torah must be taught free of charge. This usage came into being during the generation after Hillel’s time, and was condemned to by Yeshua. In the middle ages, rabbi became a (further corrupted) term for one who was employed as a preacher / spiritual head of a Jewish congregation. The modern halachic basis for paying a rabbi is compensation for lost wages in his otherwise profession; however, today rabbinic salaries are commonly negotiated contracts. Proven and tested knowledge is required, as well as integrity and excellence in character and conduct. (See Rabbi in Jerusalem Encyclopaedia Judaica.)

 

To be recognized as a rabbi today, one must be knowledgeable in the Hebrew language, in Torah and Talmud, and in Blessings and ceremonial ritual. In “Messianic” circles today, we have many who take on themselves the title “Rabbi,” without even basic knowledge in these things. They tend to make a laughingstock of Messianism in general, so that we are not taken seriously by the Jewish population.

 

So, those who take on the title violate Yeshua’s words, and those who take it without even the normal basis of character and knowledge make laughingstocks of themselves and those they claim to lead.

 

Pastor is from the Latin Pascere – to feed (pasture), as a shepherd. In the NASB and KJV-NT Bibles, the term is used only once, in its plural form, in Ephesians 4:11. It does not even seem to mean the head of a church. It does not mean the same as overseer.

Ephesians 4:11 
“He gave (to the church – 1 Cor 12:28) some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers”. Paul lists here the titles, in order, of the ten offices of the synagogue.

The Ten Offices of the Synagogue / Church
Some of these terms have devolved to usage today that is entirely different than their Biblical meaning.

1. Apostle means messenger (one sent out from the Temple to the synagogue): the

Hebrew is Sheliach Tzibbur – Messenger of the Congregation, the LXX and NT Greek is Angeloi tas Ekklesias – Angel of the Church.

Duties: 
Take messages (as from the Temple) to the congregation (Revelation 2:1,8,12,18, 3:1,7,14).
Choose 7 men each Sabbath to read Torah portions.
Watch over readers' shoulders and correct any mistakes, hence called an Overseer (Acts 20:28).

Qualifications:
Mastery of Hebrew language and Torah cantillation (trup), hence called a Cantor (Hazzan).
Mastery of Hebrew blessings (required for readings), hence called Master of Prayer (Baal Tefilah).
Other qualifications found in Shulhan Arukh and 1 Timothy 3:1-10.

2. Prophet (Interpreter)

Duties: 
Translate Hebrew readings (“the language of angels”) into the languages of the listeners (“the languages of men” of the 70 nations). See I Corinthians 13:1.

3-4-5. Evangelists (Judges / Rulers – bench of 3): the Greek euangeleste (evangelists) means expounders of how to do good.
Duties: 
Adjudicate moral and legal matters by Torah (See I Cor 5:12-6:5, Mark 5:22) and make halachic rulings (determination of proper way to observe Torah commands).
Matters too hard were taken to Sanhedrin at the Temple. (Deut 17:8)
Israel's religious leadership was also civil government. (King anointed by Prophet (I Sam 16:13))
Church will rule (judge) the world (millennium). (I Cor 6:2)
This life is a rehearsal! (U.S. Constitution limits government voice in church, not church voice in government.)

6-7-8. Pastors / Deacons (3 minimum)

Duties: 
Collect alms from the townfolk.
Determine real needs, and distribute to the poor.

9-10. Teachers: Schoolmaster and Assistant Schoolmaster – See Gal 3:24-25.

Duties: 
Train boys for responsibility to Torah observance (bar-mitzvah).
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