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Psalm - Psa 118
1 O give thanks unto YHVH; for he is good: because his mercy endureth for ever. 2 Let Israel now say, that his mercy endureth for ever. 3 Let the house of Aaron now say, that his mercy endureth for ever. 4 Let them now that fear YHVH say, that his mercy endureth for ever. 5 I called upon YHVH in distress: YHVH answered me, and set me in a large place. 6 YHVH is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me? 7 YHVH taketh my part with them that help me: therefore shall I see my desire upon them that hate me. 8 It is better to trust in YHVH than to put confidence in man. 9 It is better to trust in YHVH than to put confidence in princes. 10 All nations compassed me about: but in the name of YHVH will I destroy them. 11 They compassed me about; yea, they compassed me about: but in the name of YHVH I will destroy them. 12 They compassed me about like bees: they are quenched as the fire of thorns: for in the name of YHVH I will destroy them. 13 Thou hast thrust sore at me that I might fall: but YHVH helped me. 14 YHVH is my strength and song, and is become my salvation. 15 The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles of the righteous: the right hand of YHVH doeth valiantly. 16 The right hand of YHVH is exalted: the right hand of YHVH doeth valiantly. 17 I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of YHVH. 18 YHVH hath chastened me sore: but he hath not given me over unto death. 19 Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise YHVH: 20 This gate of YHVH, into which the righteous shall enter. 21 I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation. 22 The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. 23 This is YHVH's doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. 24 This is the day which YHVH hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 25 Save now, I beseech thee, YHVH: YHVH, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. 26 Blessed be he that cometh in the name of YHVH: we have blessed you out of the house of YHVH. 27 Elohim is YHVH, which hath shewed us light: bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar. 28 Thou art my Elohim, and I will praise thee: thou art my Elohim, I will exalt thee. 29 O give thanks unto YHVH; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 
 

Torah - Num 22:2-23:1
2 And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. 3 And Moab was sore afraid of the people, because they were many: and Moab was distressed because of the children of Israel. 4 And Moab said unto the elders of Midian, Now shall this company lick up all that are round about us, as the ox licketh up the grass of the field. And Balak the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time. 5 He sent messengers therefore unto Balaam the son of Beor to Pethor, which is by the river of the land of the children of his people, to call him, saying, Behold, there is a people come out from Egypt: behold, they cover the face of the earth, and they abide over against me: 6 Come now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people; for they are too mighty for me: peradventure I shall prevail, that we may smite them, and that I may drive them out of the land: for I wot that he whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest is cursed. 7 And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the rewards of divination in their hand; and they came unto Balaam, and spake unto him the words of Balak. 8 And he said unto them, Lodge here this night, and I will bring you word again, as YHVH shall speak unto me: and the princes of Moab abode with Balaam. 9 And Elohim came unto Balaam, and said, What men are these with thee? 10 And Balaam said unto Elohim, Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, hath sent unto me, saying, 11 Behold, there is a people come out of Egypt, which covereth the face of the earth: come now, curse me them; peradventure I shall be able to overcome them, and drive them out. 12 And Elohim said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse the people: for they are blessed. 13 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and said unto the princes of Balak, Get you into your land: for YHVH refuseth to give me leave to go with you. 14 And the princes of Moab rose up, and they went unto Balak, and said, Balaam refuseth to come with us. 15 And Balak sent yet again princes, more, and more honorable than they. 16 And they came to Balaam, and said to him, Thus saith Balak the son of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee from coming unto me: 17 For I will promote thee unto very great honor, and I will do whatsoever thou sayest unto me: come therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people. 18 And Balaam answered and said unto the servants of Balak, If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of YHVH my Elohim, to do less or more. 19 Now therefore, I pray you, tarry ye also here this night, that I may know what YHVH will say unto me more. 20 And Elohim came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him, If the men come to call thee, rise up, and go with them; but yet the word which I shall say unto thee, that shalt thou do. 21 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of Moab. 22 And Elohim's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of YHVH stood in the way for an adversary against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants were with him. 23 And the ass saw the angel of YHVH standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went into the field: and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into the way. 24 But the angel of YHVH stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall being on this side, and a wall on that side. 25 And when the ass saw the angel of YHVH, she thrust herself unto the wall, and crushed Balaam's foot against the wall: and he smote her again. 26 And the angel of YHVH went further, and stood in a narrow place, where was no way to turn either to the right hand or to the left. 27 And when the ass saw the angel of YHVH, she fell down under Balaam: and Balaam's anger was kindled, and he smote the ass with a staff. 28 And YHVH opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times? 29 And Balaam said unto the ass, Because thou hast mocked me: I would there were a sword in mine hand, for now would I kill thee. 30 And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine unto this day? was I ever wont to do so unto thee? And he said, Nay. 31 Then YHVH opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of YHVH standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his head, and fell flat on his face. 32 And the angel of YHVH said unto him, Wherefore hast thou smitten thine ass these three times? behold, I went out to withstand thee, because thy way is perverse before me: 33 And the ass saw me, and turned from me these three times: unless she had turned from me, surely now also I had slain thee, and saved her alive. 34 And Balaam said unto the angel of YHVH, I have sinned; for I knew not that thou stoodest in the way against me: now therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back again. 35 And the angel of YHVH said unto Balaam, Go with the men: but only the word that I shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Balaam went with the princes of Balak. 36 And when Balak heard that Balaam was come, he went out to meet him unto a city of Moab, which is in the border of Arnon, which is in the utmost coast. 37 And Balak said unto Balaam, Did I not earnestly send unto thee to call thee? wherefore camest thou not unto me? am I not able indeed to promote thee to honor? 38 And Balaam said unto Balak, Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now any power at all to say any thing? the word that Elohim putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak. 39 And Balaam went with Balak, and they came unto Kirjathhuzoth. 40 And Balak offered oxen and sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to the princes that were with him. 41 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Balak took Balaam, and brought him up into the high places of Baal, that thence he might see the utmost part of the people. 23:1 And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare me here seven oxen and seven rams. 
Stand alone Aleph Tav’s for this Parasha

	Section
	BCV
	Nth Word

	Torah
	Num 22:2
	5th; “Son of Zippor” Aleph Tav “all that had done Israel”

	Torah
	Num 22:4
	14th; “the bullock” Aleph Tav “the grass of the field”

	Torah
	Num 22:6
	22nd; I know Aleph Tav that he whom thou have blessed blessed

	Torah
	Num 22:17
	14th; I pray the curse Aleph Tav (me) the people

	HafTorah
	Mic 6:1
	3rd; Hear yea now Aleph Tav what YHVH saith
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Haftorah - Mic 5:6-6:8
6 And they shall waste the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land of Nimrod in the entrances thereof: thus shall he deliver us from the Assyrian, when he cometh into our land, and when he treadeth within our borders. 7 And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a dew from YHVH, as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men. 8 And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles in the midst of many people as a lion among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep: who, if he go through, both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver. 9 Thine hand shall be lifted up upon thine adversaries, and all thine enemies shall be cut off. 10 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith YHVH, that I will cut off thy horses out of the midst of thee, and I will destroy thy chariots: 11 And I will cut off the cities of thy land, and throw down all thy strong holds: 12 And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thine hand; and thou shalt have no more soothsayers: 13 Thy graven images also will I cut off, and thy standing images out of the midst of thee; and thou shalt no more worship the work of thine hands. 14 And I will pluck up thy groves out of the midst of thee: so will I destroy thy cities. 15 And I will execute vengeance in anger and fury upon the heathen, such as they have not heard. 1 Hear ye now what YHVH saith; Arise, contend thou before the mountains, and let the hills hear thy voice. 2 Hear ye, O mountains, YHVH's controversy, and ye strong foundations of the earth: for YHVH hath a controversy with his people, and he will plead with Israel. 3 O my people, what have I done unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify against me. 4 For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5 O my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab consulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him from Shittim unto Gilgal; that ye may know the righteousness of YHVH. 6 Wherewith shall I come before YHVH, and bow myself before the high Elohim? shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old? 7 Will YHVH be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth YHVH require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy Elohim? 

 
Brit - 2Pe 2:1-22
1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. 4 For if Elohim spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; 7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: 8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;) 9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished: 10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. 11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord. 12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption; 13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you; 14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children: 15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet. 17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. 18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Y’shua Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. 

 

Gospel - Joh 14:1-31
1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in Elohim, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? 6 Y’shua saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. 8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 9 Y’shua saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake. 12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. 20 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. 22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? 23 Y’shua answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me. 25 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 28 Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe. 30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. 31 But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence. 

 

History - 2Ch 16:1-14
1 In the six and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa Baasha king of Israel came up against Judah, and built Ramah, to the intent that he might let none go out or come in to Asa king of Judah. 2 Then Asa brought out silver and gold out of the treasures of the house of YHVH and of the king's house, and sent to Benhadad king of Syria, that dwelt at Damascus, saying, 3 There is a league between me and thee, as there was between my father and thy father: behold, I have sent thee silver and gold; go, break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that he may depart from me. 4 And Benhadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captains of his armies against the cities of Israel; and they smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abelmaim, and all the store cities of Naphtali. 5 And it came to pass, when Baasha heard it, that he left off building of Ramah, and let his work cease. 6 Then Asa the king took all Judah; and they carried away the stones of Ramah, and the timber thereof, wherewith Baasha was building; and he built therewith Geba and Mizpah. 7 And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said unto him, Because thou hast relied on the king of Syria, and not relied on YHVH thy Elohim, therefore is the host of the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand. 8 Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge host, with very many chariots and horsemen? yet, because thou didst rely on YHVH, he delivered them into thine hand. 9 For the eyes of YHVH run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly: therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars. 10 Then Asa was wroth with the seer, and put him in a prison house; for he was in a rage with him because of this thing. And Asa oppressed some of the people the same time. 11 And, behold, the acts of Asa, first and last, lo, they are written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. 12 And Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign was diseased in his feet, until his disease was exceeding great: yet in his disease he sought not to YHVH, but to the physicians. 13 And Asa slept with his fathers, and died in the one and fortieth year of his reign. 14 And they buried him in his own sepulchres, which he had made for himself in the city of David, and laid him in the bed which was filled with sweet odorous and divers kinds of spices prepared by the apothecaries' art: and they made a very great burning for him. 

 

 

Commentary - Year 3 Sabbath 13
Numbers 22:2 - 23:1   -   Micah 5:1-15   -   Psalm 111   -   2 Peter 2:1-22
http://www.ahavta.org/Commentary%20Y-3/Y3-13.htm
Balak / Balak   
Background:
 

“Moab” (Moav) means “Of his father”: Moab was the son of Lot’s eldest daughter, by her father – conceived after they fled from the burning of the five cities of the plains, Sodom and Gomorrah & company.  

 

Moab’s descendents are in view in today’s portion. They dwelt in the plains, like the area from whence Lot had fled. In the plains there is little protection from enemies. Their King was Balak, which means “devastator”; Balak was originally from Edom (v.5), therefore he knew of the sorcerer there.

 

Ba-la-am was a sorcerer who lived in Pethor (Soothsayer), a city of Edom – descendents of Esau. He lived by performing sorcery for money, though he claimed that his god was Yahweh (v.18).

 “Forsaking the right way they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness” - 2 Peter 2: 15. 
“The sons of Israel also killed Balaam the son of Beor, the sorcerer, with the sword” - Joshua 13:22. 

Setting:
 

Israel was heading for the Promised Land – Canaan, north of the Amorites, Edomites, and Moabites. The Amorites had come out and attacked (ch.21), and Israel defeated them and dwelt in their land. Israel was traveling to the east of Edom and Moab, because Edom (descendents of Esau) had not allowed them to pass through, having threatened them with the sword. 

 

Commentary:
 

Now, having seen Israel’s conquest of Moab’s neighbors, the Amorites, Moab was in fear in their unprotected plains. Seeing how Edom had successfully routed Israel, Moab sought to use an Edomite’s power against them. Since the power of God’s people was the Word of their God, the words of a sorcerer were sought to overcome them.

 

(V.5-6) King Balak of Moab sent messengers to the Edomite sorcerer Balaam. The message was a call, “Behold, a people came out of Egypt; behold, they cover the surface of the land, and they are living opposite me. Now, therefore, please come, curse this people for me since they are too mighty for me; perhaps I may be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land. For I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.”

 

Moab is an example of people with no reason to fear aggression from God’s people, yet they are fearful because they have seen God’s people defeat enemies. Their tactic is to use what appears to be the most successful weapon of the world.

 

Many people of our world fear “conservatives”, because more wicked people convince them that we want to impose our morality on them. Now the laws of our land are often seen as the most effective defense against God’s Word.

 

But, as we will see in this portion, as well as in prophecy, God uses even the wicked to show His power and glory: His Word shall not be overcome!

 

(V.7-13) The messengers went to Balaam, taking tools of divination to him. But God told Balaam, “Do not go with them; you shall not curse the people; for they are blessed.” God did not ask Balaam to bless His people: He said that they were already blessed!

----

(V.15-20) King Balak kept sending higher-ranking messengers, offering sorcerer Balaam whatever he might desire, and Balaam kept asking God if he should go. Finally God, being angry with him, permitted him his folly, saying, “If the men have come to call you, rise up and go with them; but only the word which I speak to you shall you do.”

(V.22-27) Balaam went on his donkey. But God sent an angel with drawn sword to stand in the donkey’s path, and the donkey turned aside into a field, and Balaam struck the donkey. Then the angel stood in the path where there was a fence on each side, and the donkey pressed Balaam’s leg against the fence, and Balaam continued to strike the donkey. Then the angel stood in a narrow place, where there was no room to turn, so the donkey crouched down, and Balaam struck it with a staff.

 

(V.28-30) Then the most amazing discourse took place. Not since the Serpent spoke to Eve, and Eve spoke back, have we heard of such a thing. (In Eden, nothing could yet be called “unusual”.) Here, the Donkey spoke to Balaam, and Balaam answered back as if it were a normal conversation!

 

(V.31-35) Then Yahweh opened Balaam’s eyes, so he could see the angel. Balaam, the recognized “prophet”, had shown in front of the messengers that he had been unable to see an angel.

 

Here is something for each of us to consider. Everything that happens to us in this life is from God. Not only those things we readily recognize as blessings, but every obstacle and thing that we call evil is for our good. They may be things for us to learn to deal with, things for us to force past, or things to correct our path. We need to look for God’s purpose for us in everything that comes our way. And we can only determine what that purpose is if we know His ways – by learning His Word. Our intuition is naturally depraved, and it is not the “Holy Spirit,” by which we can simply sense what is right.

“The wicked wait for me to destroy me; I shall diligently consider Thy testimonies. . . O how I love Thy Torah! It is my meditation all the day. Thy commandments make me wiser than my enemies, for they are ever mine” – Psalm 119:95-98.

 

When we try to go contrary to God’s word, we are in for embarrassment – and worse. 

 

(V.39-23:1) So sorcerer Balaam went with King Balak to Kiriath-huzoth (City of streets). The King slaughtered animals for Balaam to offer to God. King Balak brought sorcerer Balaam to the heights of Baal (a place of worship to a false god), and Balaam requested the construction of seven altars to offer seven bulls and seven rams.

 

This is reminiscent of so much religious activity today that is done in the name of Christianity. Ordinances are performed completely out of their Biblical context, even sometimes for financial gain. A so-called “Lord’s Supper” may be served on any desired “Sunday”, and an offering plate passed: there is want for Biblical teaching of Holy Days, with Yahweh’s Feasts and deferring money-handling. Too many religious leaders fear that they would lose some of their income if they didn’t take monetary collections on Holy Days.

 

Psalm 111

 

(V.5-6) “He will remember His covenant forever. He has made known to His people the power of His works, in giving them the heritage of the nations.”

 

(V.10) “The fear of Yahweh is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have all those who do His commandments; His praise endures forever.”

 

2 Peter 2
(V.6) “He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly thereafter”.

 (V.9-10, 15-16) “The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority.” “Forsaking the right way they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness, but he received a rebuke for his own transgression; for a dumb donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet.”

 Our daily prayer is, “Lead us not into temptation, but (when we are tempted) deliver us from the evil one.”

Balak Sheepfold Gleanings 
Written by Carl & Julie Parker    Thursday, 10 July 2008 07:43 PM

http://www.messianicisrael.com/sheepfold-gleanings/2007-2008/balak.html 

Scriptures

Numbers 22:2 to 25:9
Micah 5:6 to 6:8 
Jude 1-25
2 Peter 2:1-22
Revelation 2:14-15

The church does NOT teach that Jesus Christ is the Messiah. There are some in the church that would immediately take issue with this statement. In fact, I would hope that all brethren would take issue with the statement, but we need to address a critical issue that is affecting every one of us in the faith. So, lay down your armor plate, sheath your sword, and let us consider together a criticism of the church by the Messiah Himself.

We are not going to split hairs between the Greek derivation of Christ and the Hebrew derivation of Messiah. Let us agree for the sake of this discussion that they are the same title for the Anointed One.

But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit acts of immorality (Revelation 2:14).

In particular, Yeshua speaks of a teaching of Balaam that is a stumbling block before the sons of Israel. What exactly is the teaching of Balaam and how is it a stumbling block before the sons of Israel? Who exactly are the sons of Israel He is referring to?

If you recall, Balaam was a prophet hired by Balak to curse the children of Israel under the leadership of Moses. The children of Israel were approaching the Promised Land and Balak didn't want Israel to be around. So, he hired Balaam (a real prophet of God) to set up altars and speak a curse from God upon Israel. Balaam tried to explain to Balak that he could only speak what God said. On several occasions, Balaam spoke, but only blessing came forth. Balak was angry that a curse was not spoken. It was at this point that Balaam offered a different counsel. [Numbers 22:2 to 25:9].

If you want to harm Israel, Balaam counseled, you can do it another way. The teaching of Balaam was to get the sons of Israel to marry foreign daughters. This would cause Israel to lose their distinctive definition as being the children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This would mix other customs with theirs and thus diminish the value of their heritage. This would change the teaching so that Moses was just one of their teachers and move them gradually to a different point of view. In the end, the counsel was to assimilate Israel and make them just like anyone else, by separating them from one another and removing their identity. 

The teaching of Balaam is to tell the sons of Israel that they no longer have a covenant with God through Moses. The teaching of Balaam diminishes and removes the Torah (the teaching of Moses).

Today, the teaching of Balaam is rampant in the church. It comes in the form of the following precept: Jesus Christ came with the purpose to do away with (fulfill?) the temple service, the Torah (Law), and alter the customs of Moses. The teaching of the church is to replace (at a minimum to diminish) Israel's identity as the chosen people, the teaching of Moses in the Torah, and to alter the customs of Sabbath and Biblical holidays. The church has done a pretty good job of doing this. Today, a new Messianic believer will run right into these stumbling blocks with churchmen disputing Sabbath, holidays, and the idea of keeping the Torah. In fact, this is the focal point of discussion for many new Messianic brethren as they wrestle with the disappointment and shock of being rejected by church brethren for the ‘sin’ of seeking the truth.

The spiritual reality is that holding to Moses and the Torah is in direct conflict with the teaching of the church (the teaching of Balaam). It follows that the church's dispute even takes issue with the Messiah when He speaks of Moses and the Torah.

Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished (Matthew 5:17-18).

The Messiah has said that the Torah is still with us and valid. However, this is not enough to convince the church, because of the teaching of Balaam. They dispute the meaning of the word fulfill. However, it is clear from the context and any basic dictionary that the word fulfill is not a synonym for abolish. The church teaches the opposite of Messiah Yeshua and forms new meanings for words on this point.

Yeshua emphasized that not one part, down to the letters and strokes of letters, would diminish prior to heaven and earth passing away. I would remind everyone that heaven and earth are still with us, therefore, every part of the Torah is still valid and with us. All has not been accomplished yet. That is clearly evident with the subject of the second coming. There is more Scripture about the second coming in the Old Testament than in the New Testament. All has not yet been accomplished.

Clearly, the church has failed to understand and reconcile completely the teaching of Yeshua. Yeshua is the pinnacle and focus of our New Covenant faith. Yeshua was emphatic that His purpose was not to do away with the teaching of Moses and the Prophets. But what does this have to do with denying the Messiahship of Yeshua? Before we answer, let's deal with those brethren who assert the teaching of the Apostle Paul.

It is the Apostle Paul and his letters to the Romans, Colossians, and Galatians that serve as the primary reference material for the church's teaching against Torah. The church contends that Paul took issue with Sabbath (promoting first day worship). They argue that the Galatians were told not to circumcise and not to keep the commandments of the Jews. Selected verses from Romans and Colossians are used to fend off Sabbath and holidays. With Paul leading the charge, they claim that other writers join in to say that Yeshua said, ALL foods are clean and Peter had a vision to eat non-kosher foods. Finally, they interpret that the writer of Hebrews flatly says the New Testament has replaced the Old Testament.

There is an obvious conflict here. You can't have Yeshua saying the Torah will not pass away until heaven and earth pass away, and then have the Apostle Paul say it was all nailed to the cross, or when the resurrection happened, or when the Holy Spirit came, or when the New Testament was written, etc. Moses, Yeshua, and the Apostles must all be in agreement or our faith is corrupt and self-destructing in itself. A house divided against itself will not stand.

The irony of all this is that the Apostle Peter addresses this controversy in his final letter. There he comments how some men take the words of Paul and twist them. 

As also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction (2 Peter 3:16).

Peter says that there are some hard (difficult) things said by Paul that are twisted by unstable and untaught men. What things do you think Peter is referring to? Remember when Yeshua made the outrageous statement about hating fathers and mothers.

If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple (Luke 14:26).

Isn't Yeshua teaching us that the fifth commandment (honor your father and mother) of the Ten Commandments is now done away with? Isn't He teaching us to hate our fathers and mothers, the opposite of the commandment? Of course not! We all recognize that Yeshua is making a superlative comparison between God and man. God takes priority, even over family members such as fathers, mothers, wife, children, brothers, sisters, and even our own lives.

If we can see this teaching example in its proper context, then why do we say Paul was doing something else when he disputed the Galatians who elevated circumcision, and legalism above the grace and sacrifice of Yeshua. Surely, we can see that anything put in priority above the Messiah is wrong. Like Yeshua's teaching, that doesn't mean that Paul is teaching that the other things are bad or done away with.

It is the Apostle Paul's testimony that he is a bond servant of Messiah Yeshua (bond servants and their commissioning is the Torah). Paul asserts his identity as being an Israelite from the tribe of Benjamin, circumcised the eight day, trained in the Torah by Gamaliel, a keeper of the Torah to Pharisaic standards, and observer of the Sabbath and Nazerite vows. Acts 17:2 clearly states it was Paul's custom to keep Sabbath. How can the Apostle to the Gentiles be a keeper of the Law (Acts 21:24) and teach anyone something different from it?

I can show you how. You have to twist Paul's words while he is teaching the priority of the Messiah and use them against Moses. This is not a new idea; this is the ancient teaching of Balaam that attempts to render the teaching of Moses as null and void.

Back to our original question and discussion point. The church teaches that Jesus came to do away with temple service, the Torah (Law), and alter the customs of Moses. Interestingly enough, this very statement is in the New Testament but not in the way the church teaches.

At the trial of Stephen, the first Christian martyr, a group of men conspired to bring false evidence against him that would shut him up. Acts 6 describes the conspiracy and the charges brought against him.

But some men from what was called the Synagogue of the Freedmen, including both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and argued with Stephen. And yet they were unable to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. Then they secretly induced men to say, "We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and against God." And they stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and dragged him away, and brought him before the Council. And they put forward false witnesses who said, "this man incessantly speaks against this holy place, and the Law; for we have heard him say that this Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this place and alter the customs which Moses handed down to us" (Acts 6:9-14).

Please note the false charge of blasphemy made against Stephen. "This man speaks against Moses and God. This man teaches that Jesus of Nazareth came to destroy the temple, do away with the Torah, and alter the customs of Moses (like Sabbath and holidays)." This is the same teaching of the church today. How is it possible that the church teaches as truth the very same false charge made against Stephen? Obviously, the New Testament (the reference for church teaching) is in conflict with the church of today. So, which is it? Is the New Testament inaccurate here, or is the teaching of the church incorrect? Before we answer, consider this final piece of evidence. Paul was one of the leaders in this conspiracy against Stephen. He is the one who gives us this testimony in the book of Acts.

And Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him [Stephen] to death. And on that day a great persecution arose against the church in Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house; and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison (Acts 8:1, 3).

Saul (the Apostle Paul) was part of the leadership to persecute Stephen. As a result of his involvement with Stephen's death, he was given letters of authority to arrest others believers and put them in prison. Saul was well known among the believers for being their enemy and using false charges to arrest them. So, how can the Apostle Paul confess to a falsehood against Stephen and then teach the same falsehood bringing the Gentiles to a proper faith in Yeshua the Messiah? Something is very wrong here. Obviously, Paul did not teach this falsehood to the Gentiles or anyone else.

Some churchmen have suggested that Paul said one thing to the Jews and another to the Gentiles (for the unity of the faith). “I act as a Roman with the Romans and as a Jew with the Jews.” I disagree. I do ‘not’ believe that Paul was a liar and manipulator against his own brethren. To suggest so is slander against Paul. In fact, this very slander against Paul is given in the New Testament, again by unbelievers with the purpose to sow discord among brethren.

And they [Messianic believers] have been told about you [Paul], that you are teaching all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children nor to walk according to the customs. What, then, is to be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. Therefore do this that we tell you. We have four men who are under a vow; take them and purify yourself along with them, and pay their expenses in order that they may shave their heads; and all will know that there is nothing to the things which they have been told about you, but that you yourself also walk orderly, keeping the Law (Acts 21:21-24).

Paul conspired with other Jews to falsely charge Stephen. Now, years later, other Jews have tried to bring false charges against Paul by accusing him of the same things said of Stephen.

The New Testament clearly says that the charges against Stephen and Paul were false. To say anything differently is to perpetuate falsehoods. But this falsehood is the teaching of the church today. They hold Paul as the principle teacher against Moses, the Torah, Sabbath, and the commandments of God. They throw out verses written by Paul like stumbling blocks before other believers, in an effort to trip people up and cause them to stumble in their walk.

Now, let's answer the real question and issue of this article. The church really does teach that Jesus Christ is NOT the Messiah. I'll prove it. The issue of whether Yeshua is Messiah is measured by the requirements given by Moses and the Prophets. The Messiah must fulfill the prophetic requirements given by Moses. Moses has given us many prophecies to identify the Messiah. In fact, this was the basis of belief used by the earliest disciples.

Andrew said to his brother Simon Peter, "We have found the Messiah!" Philip told Nathanel, "We have found Him spoken of by Moses and the Prophets!" Later, after the crucifixion, men on the road to Emaeus were confused and concerned about Yeshua's death. They were comforted and encouraged in their faith by having Yeshua speak from Moses and the Prophets.

Moses has also given us instruction for the identification of a false prophets, teachers, or messiahs.

If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, "Let us go after other gods" (whom you have not known) "and let us serve them," you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God is testing you to find out if you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. You shall follow the Lord your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the Lord your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the Lord your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from among you (Deuteronomy 13:1-5).

According to Moses, God would permit false brethren to enter the fellowship to test us. He said that some of these countrymen would have the power to show signs and wonders. Yeshua came to us as one of our countryman and He had the power to show signs and wonders. Moses said that the false prophet, teacher, or messiah would attempt to seduce us in a way different from God and Moses. He said that this false person would give another definition of God, tell us not to keep God's commandments, nor listen to His voice, serve Him, or cling to Him. The basic teaching of Torah is to love, obey, and cling to the Lord.

Now, you will need to be sitting for this next statement. Take a deep breath and let it out slowly.

By the church teaching that Yeshua came to do away with the temple service, the Torah (Law), and alter the customs of Moses, they just proved that He was a false messiah in accordance with Deuteronomy 13:1-5. They just denied the Messiahship of Yeshua. Therefore, the church teaches that Jesus Christ is NOT the Messiah. If He is Messiah, it must be in accordance with definition given by Moses and the Prophets.

I believe that Yeshua IS the Messiah. I believe He was sinless and perfect. The standard for sin and perfection is the Torah (Law). Yeshua did not violate the Torah in the slightest, therefore, Yeshua did not come to give us a different definition of God; He did not tell us to not follow the teaching of Moses, and He did not tell us not to keep Sabbath, Holidays, or other customs. Had He done so, He would have disqualified Himself as Messiah, according to Moses.

What has happened to the church? How is it that they find themselves in blatant opposition with God, the Scripture, and the Messiah Himself? How in the world did such things come to be in our day?

The answer is simple. We have made the same mistake ancient Israel made. We departed from the teaching of Moses. Some would say that we took up the teaching of Yeshua instead, but the evidence and teaching is clear. Yeshua was saying the same thing that Moses said. That is why the religious leaders took issue with Him in His day. And brethren, that is why our own church brethren are going to take issue with you. You will be giving testimony of both Moses and Yeshua.

The churchmen who dispute your walk of obedience to God are unstable and untaught. They don't even know what the ten commandments are and can not list them correctly. Ask any churchman what the first commandment of the ten commandments is. You can safely bet that they will say, Make no idols is the first. In fact, I have yet to see a plaque of the ten commandments in any church or Christian bookstore that doesn't say it.

Make no idols is the second commandment. The first commandment of the ten is, I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the house of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. The commandment is believe in Me. But, because Churchmen are not taught what Moses said, they make serious mistakes in understanding what Yeshua the Messiah said and what Paul, a Torah scholar, said. Yeshua drew the comparison this way.

For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote of Me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words? (John 5:46-47).

A failure to understand and teach Moses will result in a failure to understand and teach Yeshua properly. It is stunning to me that the church is the supplier of the best argument why Yeshua is not Messiah even better than the Rabbis and my fellow Jews. What is wrong with this picture??? Shouldn't the Rabbis argue that Yeshua was a false prophet proving that He was against Moses and altering the customs? They know He didn't teach against Moses. They quote Matt 5:17 against churchmen all the time. Shouldn't the church be arguing that Yeshua was in agreement with Moses and did not take issue with his teaching, to prove that He was the promised Lamb of God sacrifice?

We must be at the end of times brethren. Everything is backwards. The believers have the best arguments for unbelief and the unbelievers have the best arguments for belief. What is wrong with us? The answer is as strange as the question. It is just like Balaam; he can only speak a blessing, but he teaches the best way to destroy Israel. Yeshua said that the teaching of Balaam must end in His church before His return. He said that it causes harm to the sons of Israel.

But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit acts of immorality (Revelation 2:14).

So, who are the sons of Israel that are led to eat things sacrificed to idols and commit acts of immorality? Ezekiel, the prophet, saw a day coming when the two houses of Judah and Israel would be re-united as one. This has not been fulfilled yet. The evidence of the House of Israel coming forth from the nations would not be their ethnicity or physical descendancy. (Even Jews can't prove their physical descendancy). The House of Israel would do three things: cease from idols, stop transgressing the commandments, and cease from eating the detestable. In the simplest of terms, those three things are the teaching of Moses (the Torah).

The Messianic Movement is diverse, confusing, and bewildering at times. In fact, I emphasize that the Messianic Movement is very messy right now. Praise God that He is faithful to His word and accomplishes His work despite the efforts of us. The Messianic Movement is made of more non-Jews than Jews. So, who are these people? The prophet said it would be the “sons of Israel” returning to the teaching of Moses and their heritage. The teaching of Balaam is a stumbling block to the “sons of Israel.”

How does the church cause the sons of Israel to eat meat sacrificed to idols? By getting believers to compromise their testimony of the Lord with the idols of this world. Take another look at a Christmas tree and the Easter Bunny. I'm sure you'll see what Yeshua is referring to. What acts of immorality are caused by the teaching of Balaam? How about slandering Paul and saying that Yeshua didn't do the will of His Father (He changed what His Father said). How immoral do you want to get?

Messiah Yeshua promised to make us new creatures by believing in Him. Many of us would say that He has made us ‘new creatures’ in Him. While we say that, we know that doesn't mean that He threw away our created eyes, hands, and feet. Instead, we understand that the same body parts are to be transformed and used for His purposes. The same can be said for the New Covenant. It did not replace the eye for an eye or the teaching of the walk (halakic). The New Covenant has transformed His instructions for us and filled them up with meaning.

As a final word, I encourage my new Messianic brethren struggling to learn and grasp Torah in the midst of brethren casting stumbling blocks in your path. The next time that our well meaning brethren dispute your observance of God's commandments, sit back, listen, and consider this.

When God spoke His commandments, take Sabbath for example, his voice came from the mountain and shook the entire mountain. Rocks were split asunder, animals gave birth, and everyone was sorely afraid. Even Moses was full of fear and trembling, the Scripture says. The people begged Moses to go up on the mountain and receive God's instruction because they feared the sound of His voice. Today, many of our brethren dispute the very words spoken by God at the Mountain. They are not afraid of what they are saying. They should be afraid. They should be very afraid. They are not afraid because they have never heard the voice of God, but there is a day coming when they will. Remember the warning written in Hebrews.

Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God (Hebrews 10:28, 31).

Moses and Paul instructed us that faith comes from hearing. Moses said, Hear O Israel. And Paul said that the faith that is counted for righteousness is modeled after our father Abraham. The base teaching of our New Covenant faith is the Torah. Without it, we have no basis for Messiah Yeshua. The prophets have said that the Messiah will teach us Torah in the kingdom. It has not been set aside or done away with by Him.

And many nations will come and say, Come and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord and to the house of the God of Jacob, that He may teach us about His ways and that we may walk in His paths. For from Zion will go forth the law, even the word of the Lord from Jerusalem (Micah 4:2).

I believe the church is teaching Balaam and denying the teaching of Moses. I believe they are misrepresenting Paul and the purpose for Yeshua’s coming. I do not believe that the church understands what they are saying. The reason for my understanding is supplied by the Apostle Peter. They are unstable and untaught. If they continue, they will twist the teaching to their own destruction.

Hear, O mountains, the Lord’s accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth. For the Lord has a case against his people; he is lodging a charge against Israel. I brought you up out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery. I sent Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam. My people, remember what Balak king of Moab counseled and what Balaam son of Beor answered. Remember your journey from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts of the YHVH. He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does YHVH require of you? To act justly and to love mercy (Torah) and to walk humbly with your God (Micah 6:2-8).

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them – bringing swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up… This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the sinful nature and despise authority… They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Beor, who loved the wages of wickedness" (2 Peter 2:1-22; See also the book of Jude, which addresses this issue as well.)

A Brief Look At Church History

Unfortunately, the history of the church is not as pristine as we have been led to believe. History reveals that Hellenistic wisdom and the spirit of anti-Christ flourished in the second century. We find that Polycarp, an early witness of God’s truth, died as a martyr (155 CE) for faithfully speaking against Easter worship and for upholding the Biblical observance of Passover. 

Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, declared in his letter to the Magnesians (AD 115): "No longer live for the Sabbath but for the Lord’s Day." This was echoed in the Didache, a manual of church instruction, in 120 CE. 

Marcion, in 140 CE, used his misinterpretation of Matthew 5:17 "to fulfill the law" as his theme to put an end to God’s Torah. He then proceeded to teach the grace of God superseded the law (Torah). He thereby declared that God had rejected His Old Testament. Marcion argued that the Old Testament was a book of wrath and inferior to the New, “the book of love”, and hence had no part of authoritative revelation. He therefore fought to have it removed from the canon. Rejected as a heretic later in life, his prolific anti-Semitic writings still served to greatly influence the newly written King James Bible. 

Justin Martyr, in 160 CE, introduced a new attitude regarding the church in his bold decision to proclaim and teach the "appropriation of the title Israel" for the church. This attitude caused the onset of Replacement Theology, which holds that all the blessings of YHVH in the Word should be interpreted as being bestowed upon the church, while all the curses are poured out on the Jews. The church fathers preached the triumph of “the elect” (the Church) over “the rejected” (the Jews), thus justifying the inferior status of the Jew, while projecting the Church as the living witness and the One True Faith (now known as Christianity). Justin Martyr also charged that the Jews crucified Christ. During this period Jews were actually labeled “the Christ-killers.” He also declared: “Jewish cities are burned with fire and that Jews are desolate, forbidden to go up to Jerusalem for you have slain the Just One, and His prophets before Him; and now you reject those who hope in Him.” 

The Epistle of Barnabus is a second century writing that used the word "Deicide" (the killing of God). This depicts ignorance of God’s plan of redemption, which was from the very beginning. It also symbolizes an increasing cancer that was growing within the church. As a result of this new thinking, the early church fathers proceeded to alter the original words of the Apostles. It has been documented that certain changes were made in the apostolic record. As a result, these changes were adopted into the understanding of the church of the second, third and subsequent centuries. Plato’s ideas, Greek thought and wisdom had totally infiltrated God’s Judaic church. The church had moved further away from the betrothal/marriage ceremony with YHVH at Mount Sinai and moved closer to the Mars Hill of Greek mythology.

Origen in the third century CE was responsible for the teaching of the term “legalism”, setting the stage throughout history for the term becoming synonymous with Judaism and being condemned. Judeophobia, anti-Semitism and an anti-Torah spirit were truly alive and flourishing within the Messiah’s Hebraic church. God’s true remnant was forced to go underground to escape this hatred and persecution from Rome.

In 312 CE, Constantine recognized Christianity as the official religion of the Roman Empire. We may have been taught that Constantine brought Christianity to the pagans, but more likely, as we shall see, he succeeded in bringing Paganism to Christianity.

By this time the church differed greatly from that which Messiah preached almost three hundred years earlier. The church of Messiah was quickly becoming the Church of Rome. The true doctrine (Torah) and the good news of the Kingdom of God were buried amongst ceremonies, rituals and beliefs of the Babylonian pagan religion, which date back to Nimrod and the Tower of Babel. Nonetheless the institution still called itself by the name of Christ. The Babylonian Mystery religion now wore a new cloak – Christianity – but at its center was the worship of Diana, the daughter of Zeus. All things Hebraic or Judaic were shunned; the feasts of the Lamb, including Passover, Firstfruits and Tabernacles, were replaced, substituting Ishtar and Tammuz (Easter and Christmas). The Sabbath day of worship was replaced with corporate worship on the Sol dei (day of the sun). Constantine’s Christian Creed and the Council of Nicea in 325 CE, in the name of Christianity, asserted everything relating to God’s Torah and everything considered Judaic or Hebraic be cast out in the formation of God’s universal state church.

Eusebius Epiphanius (315-402 CE), later known as the father of church history and the Catholic Council of Laodicea in 365 CE, did much to annex all signs of God’s religion in relation to the people. Chrysostom (344-407 CE) preached "the Jews are worse than wild beasts, lower than the vilest animals…" Augustine advocated not interpreting Revelation as literal but simply as an allegorical story. 

Many true believers were arrested and many were martyred. The Christian Crusades attempted to recapture Jerusalem and destroy any remnant that remained faithful to God’s true word. These Crusaders, who were once seen as perfect, wearing their red crosses on their uniforms, forced the people to convert or be killed. The Spanish Inquisition forced a Jew, Christopher Columbus to sail. The day he discovered land was Ha Shanah Rabbah, the seventh day of the Feast of Tabernacles.

Martin Luther gave birth to Protestantism, known as the Reformation, which was a protest against the Church of Rome. Many today refer to Martin Luther as “that great man of God and reformer of the church”. However, he was by far one of the worst proponents of anti-Semitism, as his writings declare. Adolf Hitler, in 1924 at a Christian gathering in Berlin, stood before thousands of Christians: "I believe that today I am acting in accordance with the will of almighty God. As I announce the most important work that Christians could undertake and that it is to be against the Jews and get rid of them once and for all. We are doing the work of the Lord and let’s get on with it. Martin Luther has been the greatest encouragement of my life." To this he received a standing ovation. Hitler followed to the letter Luther’s treatise on how to exterminate the Jews.

The Christian church for the most part has accepted YHVH, but rejects His Word, His Torah, due to anti-Semitic and anti-Torah sentiment by the early church fathers who created the premise of the dispensation of grace. This misunderstanding has caused us to reject that which He represents. We suggest that the church has continued to accept the lie that was initiated by the early church fathers and then fully implemented and sealed by Constantine. 

Yes, we ALL have much blood on our hands. Who among us will be a Phinehas (Numbers 25:1-13)? Who is willing to stand for YHVH and declare His righteous ways today in the assemblies of God’s people? Who will stand up in the synagogues, and who will stand up today in the churches, declaring Moses? Who among us will be a true teacher, prophet, rabbi or pastor and teach on the true Sabbath, YHVH’s true Feasts and about clean and unclean (Ezekiel 44:23-24)? Who among us will step out and do the things God has asked us to do? Who will stand up for God and say “Here I am, send me”? Or, have we all had a taste of Balaam and succumbed to his ways like the church of Pergamum in Revelation 2:12-17? If we call ourselves by His Name, whose side are we on? Have we been obedient to Him or obedient to man, to a system and an institution? Have we continued to follow the traditions of man that transgress the commandments of YHVH (Matthew 15:3)? Man in the past searched for his own answers and thus created a new religion. Man has always sought religion while YHVH has always sought after man for relationship. For this very purpose, YHVH came down in the flesh to speak to us. He has been speaking to us all along. We simply have not been listening. It is time that we started to listen to His message and not to our own directives, for God knows our hearts and where our treasure lies… Selah.

For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny our only Master and Lord, Yeshua the Messiah. These men speak abusively against whatever they do not understand. Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into Balaam's error; they have been destroyed in Korah's rebellion.

But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Messiah, Yeshua foretold. They said to you, "In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires." These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural (godless) instincts and do not have the Spirit. But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Ruach HaKodesh, Holy Spirit. Keep yourselves in YHVH's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord, Yeshua the Messiah, to bring you to eternal life. Be merciful to those who doubt.

To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy – to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Yeshua our Messiah, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen (Jude 1-25).

Then I heard the voice of YHVH saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!" (Isaiah 6:8).

Shabbat Shalom,
Carl and Julie Parker
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Scriptures

Numbers 22:2-25:9

Haftorah Reading:
Micah 5:6-6:8

B’rit Chadashah:
Matthew 24:11, 24
2 Peter 2:1–22
Jude 11
Revelation 2:14–15

Etz Chayeem Hoo (He Is a Tree of Life)

Yeshua is a tree of life to those who take hold of Him, and those who support Him are praiseworthy. His ways are ways of pleasantness and all of His paths are shalom. Bring us back YHVH to You, and we shall come, renew our days as of old.
As we begin to study the Torah let us never forget that YESHUA THE MESSIAH is the Living Torah, the Torah-Word of Elohim made flesh. He is the way, the truth and the life — the Living Manna sent from heaven. Without Him living in our lives through the indwelling Presence of his Set-Apart/Kadosh Spirit (Who leads us into all truth and revelation) the Written Torah can become the dead letter of the law!

Outline of This Week’s Parashah (Torah Portion)

· 22:2 Balaam, A Secular Prophet 

· 22:20 YHVH Tests Balaam 

· 22:22 The Messenger of YHVH Blocks Balaam’s Path 

· 22:28 Balaam’s Donkey Speaks 

· 23:6 Balaam’s First Blessing Over Israel 

· 23:11 Balak’s Anger Over Balaam Blessing and Not Cursing Israel 

· 22:18 Balaam’s Second Blessing Over Israel 

· 22:25 Balak’s Anger and His Further Entreaty for Balaam to Curse Israel 

· 24:1 Balaam’s Third Blessing 

· 24:15 Balaam’s Last Prophecy Concerning Israel in the End Days 

· 25:1 Balaam’s Plot to Destroy Israel Through Sexual Immorality and Idolatry 

· 25:7 Phinehas’s Zealotry to Put an End to the Sexual Immorality in Israel 

Study Questions For This Week’s Midrash (Torah Discussion):

1. 22:5 Balaam was from the land of Pethor, which is “by the River.” This is a reference to the Euphrates River, the great river of Babylon (ArtScroll Stone Chumash, p. 857). Thus Balaam was a Babylonian. One of the aspects of Babylon of the last days is her religious system (Rev 13:11ff) the head of which is her false prophet (Rev 16:13; 19:20; 20:10). The Babylonish religious system of the end days is a blend of both good and evil (reminiscent of the tree by that name in Eden from which the serpent beguiled Adam and Eve away from YHVH’s path of truth and righteousness into a false religious system). In the last days, YHVH is calling his people out of that system (Rev 18:4) with its false prophets who prophesy a mixture of good and evil. What religious system that YHVH’s people are caught up in is Scripture referring to here? Reflect on the implications of this. To what degree have you heeded YHVH’s call to “come out of her”? Scripture seems to indicate that Balaam had some knowledge of the truth of YHVH (2 Pet 2:15). If this is the case, then is there anyone alive today who would could fit this modern scenario? Let us not forget Yeshua’s warning about false prophets arising in the last days who might deceive the very elect (Matt 24:24). 

2. 22:10ff Carnal men want to be like YHVH’s Saints, to be recipients of the blessings of Israel, and want to be numbered among YHVH’s chosen, but few want to walk the walk required to receive these blessings and privileges. Many will “court YHVH” by getting as close to him as possible without actually crossing over (becoming an Ivrit/Hebrew) and surrendering their all to him. The sacrifice of doing so is too great for most. To do so, fame and fortune must be laid aside and one must become a servant-slave of YHVH. Balaam couldn’t cross over. How serious are you about serving YHVH? It is said of the end-time Saints that they loved not their lives unto death (Rev 12:11). Paul declares that followers of Yeshua must become “living sacrifices” in service of YHVH (Rom 12:1). Yeshua gave his very life for you. Are you holding back some of your life for him? Do the cares, pleasures, material goods, entertainments or acclaim of this world still have a grip on your heart preventing you from moving into your spiritual calling and destiny—to truly walk by faith? 

3. 22:11–12 Make no mistake about it, false prophets are neither the friends of YHVH nor his people. They are grievous wolves who hate YHVH’s people and want their total destruction. For example, in verse 11 Balaam states he was asked by Balak to pronounce a curse (kavah) on Israel that would result in their being overcome and driven out. But then notice in verse 12 that YHVH uses the milder term (arah) to let Balaam know that even the mildest curse would not prevail against his people (ArtScroll Stone Editon Chumash, p. 858). Do you walk so closely to YHVH in relationship with Yeshua and in his righteousness that you are protected from even the mildest curse from the enemy? Do you stay under the blood of Yeshua so that no satanic darts can pierce your spiritual armor thus keeping the enemy of your faith at bay (Eph 6:16; Rev 12:11)? Do you take refuge perpetually under the shadow of the wings of the Almighty (Ps 91:1, 4)? How does the child of YHVH do this every day? Proverbs 26:2 states, “As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse causeless shall not come.” Do you have any “spiritual doors” open so that the Evil One has “legal” entrance into your life to attack you? The solution to the problem is to repent, turn from sin and turn to Yeshua! Obey his Word so that you do not open yourself up to the curses for disobedience as mentioned in Deuteronomy 28. 

4. 22:21–22 Balaam was willful, greedy, arrogant, rebellious and presumptuous in the face of YHVH’s revealed will. Balaam was attempting to manipulate YHVH through soulish means for his personal gain. But the moral of the story is that YHVH is sovereign over the affairs of men regardless of men’s machinations. YHVH cannot be manipulated or bent to men’s selfish ambitions. After all, how can man—a created being—hope to play games with the Sovereign Creator of the universe? In the end, man will be humbled and YHVH will be exalted as was the case with Balaam, the arrogant and esteemed international “prophet.” He was made to look like a fool through a talking donkey and all this in front of the accompanying delegation of Moabite leaders. It was evident to all that Balaam was but a pawn in the hands of YHVH, and that if YHVH could make a brute beast speak, then he was certainly capable of putting his words into the mouth of mortal man, albeit a sorcerer. What lessons can we learn here? Is it wise to toy with or tempt YHVH Elohim? How often do we attempt to bend his will to fit our own? How often do we have our own carnal and selfish agendas and then attempt to convince ourselves and others that it is the will of YHVH? What are the end results? How many people go through life on this basis and never grow in their walk since they have never learned to distinguish between their will and that of the Almighty? When we finally submit to YHVH and let go of our own agendas it is then that we start to have the breakthroughs in our lives and begin to experience his joy, shalom and victory not to mention an intimate relationship with our Heavenly Father. 

5. 22:21ff Angel of YHVH. This term is used several times in these verses. The word angel here is a misnomer. It is the Hebrew word malak, which means “messenger.” It can refer to an earthly messenger or a heavenly messenger such as an angel sent from YHVH. But when the term Angel/Messenger of YHVH/Elohim is used Scripture in many cases shows this “Messenger” to be equivalent to YHVH himself. (See Gen 31:11,13; Exod 3:2,14; Judg 6:12–24.) Who was that “Angel”? Stephen makes reference to this “Angel” in Acts 6:35. Now compare this verse with who he says the “Angel” of YHVH is in verses 37 and 38. Does it surprise you that Yeshua is that “Angel/Messenger of YHVH”? 

6. Balaam claimed to hear the voice of YHVH, yet his claims and the reality of the facts were two different things. YHVH makes a mockery of Balaam’s claims in front of the Moabite delegation when the lowly she-donkey is able to discern the presence of the Messenger of YHVH and Balaam is not (at least until YHVH opens his eyes). How many times have you encountered people who claim that “the Lord told me this” and “the Lord told me that,” yet on closer examination they have not heard from YHVH, for the fruits of their lives and ministry do not verify their claims? Be wary of such people who announce to others their super-spirituality and make great claims about their supposed inside track with YHVH. Ask yourself: what do these people really want and what are their hidden agendas? What are they trying to gain for themselves or trying to cover up? Who are they, like Balaam, trying to control for their own selfish motives? 

7. 22:38 What does Balaam finally have to admit? Wouldn’t we all be better off to resolve to speak only what YHVH gives us to speak, nothing more or less? Wouldn’t our words be fewer and our sin be less? What did James say about bridling the tongue (Jas 3:2)? How did Yeshua characterize all the words that he spoke?

It is the spirit that quickens; the flesh profits nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (John 6:63)

Believe you not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? The words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwells in me, he does the works. (John 14:10)

For I have given unto them the words which you gave me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from you, and they have believed that you did send me. (John 17:8)

Resolve today to follow the example of Yeshua in this area. Hold yourself accountable for every word that proceeds from your mouth. If you speak from the flesh and not by the Spirit, repent on the spot and resolve to do better. Make it a day-to-day routine and a way of life. Resolve to use your words to impart only life to others, not death—to build up and not to tear down, to glorify YHVH, not the world, flesh or the devil. See the difference that occurs in your life, in your marriage, your family, and in your relationship with YHVH. 

8. 23:4 The Jewish sage Rashi says these seven altars refer to altars built by Israel’s ancestors—four of which were built by Abraham (ArtScroll Sapirstein Edition Rashi/Numbers, p. 288). Whether this is true or not, this story can serve to teach us a lesson. Perhaps Balaam superstitiously thought that by returning to some place where humans in times’ past had encountered the Presence of YHVH he could actually find YHVH there. Matthew Henry in his commentary on this verse states, “Oh the sottishness of superstition, to imagine that God will be at man’s beck!” To resort to programs, rituals or methodologies to “conjure” up the Presence of YHVH can lead to idolatry and witchcraft. What “attracts” the Spirit of YHVH? Is it worship, praise, a repentant and humble heart, faith in him with obedience to his Word, and love for him or rituals, charms, incantations, etc.? 

9. 23:21 Balaam tried to find some iniquity, some perversion in Israel that would give him legal grounds to curse Israel, but could find none. Remember, a curse causeless shall not land (Prov 26:2). Satan, the accuser of the brethren (Rev 12:10) has no legal grounds with which to attack the righteous of Yeshua who are submitted to the authority, will, Word and Spirit of YHVH (Jas 4:7), and who are under the blood of Yeshua, the Lamb of Elohim (Rev 12:11). How do we stay in such a spiritual state so that the attacks of the enemy have no legal ground to stick in our lives, so that the fiery darts of Satan are instantly quenched? (Read compare and discuss Eph 6:10–18; Col 2:15; Luke 9:1; 10:19.) 

10. 23:15–25 Balaam calls YHVH “Most High” and “the Almighty.” He had great respect for YHVH (as does Satan as we learn from James 2:19, “You believe that there is one Elohim, you do well: the devils also believe and tremble.”), but he did not have enough fear of, faith in and love for YHVH to obey him. Does this describe you? How much do you hold back from loving YHVH with all your heart, soul, mind and strength? 

11. 23:36 Balaam is desirous of pleasing Balak, even though he pretends to please YHVH. At heart Balaam is a man-pleaser, not a YHVH-pleaser. Yeshua castigated the religious hypocrites of his day for the same thing (John 12:43). What truly motivates you? Do you care more what men think when it comes to obeying the truth of YHVH? Do you often take the easy way out and the path of least resistance, which pleases the flesh and those around you rather than YHVH? 

12. 25:1 Sexual immorality is the downfall of many who consider themselves to be strong and righteous. The enemy knows the weaknesses of the flesh and will do what he can to capitalize on them for our destruction. Romans 13:14 says, “But put on the Master Yeshua Messiah, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.” What doors of immorality have you kept open in your life to gratify the immoral cravings of the flesh? What spiritual stronghold exists in your life that the enemy can use to keep you under his thumb and from walking in the joy and freedom of the will of YHVH? It is time to cry out to YHVH for help and deliverance and to repent. 

13. 25:7 Phineas, the priest, took a stand for righteousness and was commended for it. When was the last time you put your life and reputation on the line standing for righteousness against the forces of evil? 

Balaam: A Subverter of Divine Gifts & A Prophet of Babylon

The name Balaam (TWOT 251b) means “destruction of people.” The Hebrew word bela means “destruction, confuse, confound.” The Hebrew word am means “people, tribe, nation.” The name Balak means “waster, to annihilate.” He was king of Moab named after the man who was a distant cousin to Israel through Lot, Abraham’s nephew.

Balaam was from Pethor, a city located on the Northern Euphrates/Tigress Rivers area called Mesopotamia in modern Syria and including modern Iraq to the south.

Balaam was a soothsayer or diviner (one who foretells or predicts events) (Josh 13:22). The ArtScroll Stone Edition Chumash says that Balaam was a sorcerer, necromancer or wizard (one who consults evil spirits) and that the sublime prophecies he uttered over Israel were but temporary aberrations that YHVH granted him for the honor of Israel (Ibid., p. 863). These prophecies also served to glorify YHVH in the eyes of the nations. Other commentators consider Balaam to have been a true prophet of YHVH gone bad. Some consider him to have been a bad prophet going good (i.e. learning obedience to YHVH). Some consider him to have been a false prophet seeking personal fame and fortune who had prophetic abilities that he misused by mixing paganism and the truth of YHVH. This seems to be Scripture’s view of Balaam, for 2 Peter 2:15 indicates that Balaam had some knowledge of the truth, but turned away from it loving instead the “wages of unrighteousness.”

YHVH commands false prophets to be put to death (Deut 13:5), and indeed, we read of Balaam’s death at the hands of the Israelites in Numbers 31:8.

YHVH used Balaam to instruct Israel in the righteousness of YHVH (Mic 6:5). YHVH can use anyone, even a secular “prophet” or one’s enemy, to speak his words. YHVH is sovereign, all-powerful and always in control of everything.

The rabbis teach that the blessings from Balaam weren’t his, but were rather what YHVH put into his mouth and then drew out with a hook (Talmud Sanhedrin 1056). Jeremiah the prophet says that YHVH’s Word is like fire shut up in one’s bones and that one isn’t released or unburdened from it until it is given.

Scripture never paints Balaam in a positive light, but rather as a deceptive, greedy schemer and a very dangerous man (A Torah Commentary For Our Times [ATCFOT], vol 3, p. 70b, Feldman Library, UAHC Press).

The Jewish Torah Commentator Ramban believes that is was YHVH’s intention to use Balaam, a “prophet” of the nations, to bless Israel all along.

There are many comic aspects to the story of Balaam (Ibid., p. 68). YHVH actually mocks this famous, renowned “prophet” of the nations and “prophet” to kings by speaking to him through his ass. This “prophet/seer” could not even see the angel until YHVH opened his eyes. YHVH is always in control and he let Balaam know it in a most curious, humbling and demonstrative way.

Balaam was a perverter of divine gifts (Ibid., p. 68).

The story of Balaam shows the sovereignty of YHVH. He will even use lying spirits to do his bidding (2 Chr 18:19–21) or Satan to test and refine the character of a Saint (as in the case of Job). Furthermore, he confounds the wise and turns their wisdom into foolishness and lifts up the simple and unlearned (Mic 6:5; 5:7–6:8 for context).

Men in the world want to be like YHVH’s Saints and be recipients of the blessings of Israel and some even want to be numbered among YHVH’s chosen, but few want to walk the walk of righteousness required to receive these blessings and privileges. Many will “court YHVH” by getting as close to him as possible without actually crossing over (becoming an Ivrit/Hebrew) and surrendering their all to him. This seems to have been Balaam’s demeanor. However, the sacrifice of laying aside fame and fortune was too great for Balaam to totally commit to obeying YHVH. Balaam could not leave the world and cross over from “Babylon” to Israel.

As YHVH sometimes denies the prayers of his people in love, so sometimes he grants the desires of the wicked in wrath (to accomplish an agenda of his that is bigger than them and which they know nothing about) (Num 22:15–21).

Imagine the  wickedness and foolishness (or arrogance!) of Balaam to think YHVH would give him a curse against Israel, YHVH’s own people! YHVH, who made the ass to speak, pried out of a stubborn ass of a man words contrary to the man’s heart’s desires, making him to speak a prophetic word in accordance with divine will (Num 23:5,9–10).

Balaam offered seven sacrifices on seven altars on a mountain high place used for Baal worship. Here we see a blend of Yahwehism (offering sacrifices to YHVH on rock altars) and paganism (seven altars instead of one) (Num 23:4).

Balaam called YHVH “Most High” and “the Almighty.” He had great respect for YHVH (as does Satan), but he had no faith, fear or love of him to obey him (Num 23:15–25).

Balaam was desirous of pleasing Balak, even though he pretended to please YHVH. At heart he was a man-pleaser, not a YHVH-pleaser.

The story of Balaam is that of a man who had divine prophetic giftings, but who used these giftings for unrighteous, selfish and materialistic purposes. Though Scripture reveals that he heard the voice of YHVH, he was willful and disobedient, and did not fear YHVH enough to walk obediently. False prophets repeatedly plagued ancient Israel, and Yeshua stated that they would be active among his people in the last days (Matt 7:15; 24:11,24; see also 2 Pet 2:1; 1 John 4:1).

Many today, like Balaam, have prophetic giftings that they are misusing for personal, unrighteous or misguided purposes. Many such individuals ply their trade within or on the fringes of the body of Believers in these end times. Beware!

Haftorah Reading – Micah 5:6-6:8
What Does YHVH Require of Us?

Micah, a contemporary of Isaiah, lived in the eighth century before Yeshua, and, like Isaiah, prophesied in the Southern Kingdom of Judah, yet he directed some of his prophecies toward Samaria (the Northern Kingdom) as well as to some of the surrounding nations. Samaria fell to Assyria during Micah’s ministry, and Judah would fall to Babylon after Micah had passed from the scene.

During this time, Judah was in a state of spiritual declension due to pagan Canaanite influences infiltrating into the Southern Kingdom from Samaria. Micah prophesied judgment upon Judah unless that nation would wholeheartedly repent and turn to YHVH. Although Micah censured Israel and its leadership and pronounced doom upon YHVH’s people, at the same time he offered a message of hope. Out of judgment would come deliverance. Out of the nations into which Israel would be scattered, a faithful Torah-obedient remnant would be redeemed and return to the land of Israel.

Micah portrays YHVH as a very personal, condescending and compassionate Being who longs for his people to worship him with right heart motives, not out of mechanical religious ritualism. 

1. 5:6 [7] The remnant of Jacob. This is referring to a faithful remnant of Israel who would be scattered among the nations. The phrase, As dew from YHVH, is a reference to this remnant’s faithfulness to the Torah since dew is a poetic metaphor for YHVH’s instructions in righteousness (Deut 32:2). Like the dew, the Torah is a gift from heaven and waters the ground of men’s hearts to help bring forth a bountiful harvest of righteousness. Is this prophecy being fulfilled in our day? If so, who is that faithful remnant that YHVH is calling out? 

2. 5:7 [8] As a lion among the beasts of the forest. The scattered remnant of Israel who are Torah-obedient are like lions among the beasts of the field—a metaphor for the heathen nations. (In Deuteronomy 7:22, we see that the term beasts of the field represent the nations of the earth from which Israel was to stay separate [See also Jer 12:9; 27:6.].) The Word of YHVH is like a powerful and sharp two-edged sword to those who resist the Word (Heb 4:12). It is a weapon in the hands of the righteous to advance YHVH’s kingdom when used wisely (Eph 6:17). 

3. 5:10–13 [11–14] I will cut off. Speaking of the greater nation of Israel (as opposed to the faithful remnant to be found within her), YHVH says he will cut off paganism within Israel, and he will judge heathenism. Is there yet a future (end-time) prophetic fulfillment to this prophecy? Who is end-time Israel? Paul clearly states that those who are Believers in Yeshua are Israel, the seed of Abraham (Eph 2:11–19; Gal 3:7,9,14,28–29). Are there pagan influences to be found in Christianity? With regard to the worldwide Babylonian or harlot religious system, what is YHVH pleading for his people to do? (Rev 18:4) 

4. 6:2–5 He will plead with Israel - My people. Here YHVH is pleading with his backslid people speaking using terms of endearment in a tone not of rebuke, but of affectionate appeal. He asks, “Wherein have I wearied you” or “What have I done unto you” to cause you to turn from me, for Israel to neglect him for pagan deities? As proof of his love, he reminds Israel how he not only delivered Israel from her captors, but turned her enemy’s cursing into a blessing. If this was the heart of the Father 2700 years ago, how much more is it his heart for the lost spiritual sheep of the House of Israel today? Was this not Yeshua’s heart (Matt 15:24; Luke 13:34) and Paul’s (Rom 10:1ff), as well, for YHVH’s lost and scattered people? Read Yeshua’s parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15:11–32. Gathering the lost sheep of Israel was on the apostles’ minds at the ascension of Yeshua just prior to Pentecost (Acts 1:6–10). What are you doing to help fulfill the desires of your Father’s heart toward the prodigals of Israel? 

5. 6:6–7 With what can I come before YHVH to bow down? (CJB) Israel’s response was a good one. In light of YHVH’s merciful acts toward us, what can we do to please him? Such is hardly the response we would expect to see in our day in our nation in light of the multitude of blessings and mercies YHVH has granted us. For those who do sense that their unrighteousness is about to yield the calamitous results of divine judgment, what is often one’s response? It is religious activity—the sacrificing of thousands of rams and the giving of rivers of oil. In our day, people are often prompted to attend more religious meetings, to give more charitably, to pray the rosary every day and light more candles. Is this what YHVH is really seeking from his people? 

6. 6:8 What does YHVH require of you? According to The Soncino Pentateuch, this verse gives the world the noblest definition of true religion (p. 682). 

· To act justly involves executing justice toward one’s fellow man in a just, righteous, and respectful way realizing that all humans were made in YHVH’s image and that all are equal before him possessing the same inalienable rights. Yeshua repeats this idea of loving one’s neighbor as the fulfilling of the Torah in Mark 12:31 (a repetition of Lev 19:18), as well as in the famous “Golden Rule” passage of Matthew 7:12. (See also Rom 13:10; 1 John 3:11–18.) 

· To love mercy. The Hebrew word for mercy is chesed meaning “kindness.” Rabbinically, this refers to “the bestowal of acts of lovingkindness” such as clothing the naked, nursing the sick, comforting those who mourn, and burying the dead (Ibid., p. 685). Remember what the apostle stated in James 1:27? 

· To walk humbly with your Elohim. This is referring to fellowship and communion with your Heavenly Father. Rabbi Phinehas ben Yair said: “Holiness leads to humility; humility leads to the fear of sin; fear of sin leads to saintliness; saintliness leads to the Holy Spirit” (Ibid.). In YHVH’s Word, what code of conduct defines holiness? The Apostle Paul—the one who many claim taught against YHVH’s Torah-law—answers this question in Romans 7:12! What did Yeshua say was the reward of those who are “poor in spirit” or contrite? (Matt 5:3; cp. with Isa 66:2) 


“Micah’s ideal is not a minimum of religion, it is a maximum. He provides the great standards by which we may test our acting, our thinking, our religious practice. And this is why Micah’s pronouncement has about it an air of finality. The Prophet seems to feel that what he is saying is an eternal truth. Men may come and go, but Micah’s ideal must live for ever” (Ibid.). As a final thought, read Romans 12:1–5. 
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Scriptures

Numbers 22:2-25:9

Haftara: 
Micah 5:6-6:8

This week’s portion can be divided into three sections which aptly describe where we find ourselves as the end of times approaches.

· Part One: Yalkut Shimoni - Iran will destroy the world

· Part Two: Avraham's Disciples

· Part Three: Building Walls, Closing Doors

Part One: Yalkut Shimoni, "Iran will destroy the world"

YHVH appoints strange messengers to speak on His behalf; whether that be a talking donkey or an arch-evil anti-Semite, like Bilam. Bilam knew the true value of the Nation of Israel, yet he still desired to destroy it. YHVH spoke through the foul mouth and evil thoughts of Bilam as a way of letting the world know that they can never destroy the people of Israel.

In 23:9 Bilam calls out, “From the rocky peaks I see them, from the heights I view them. I see a people who live apart (am le’vadad yishkon) and do not consider themselves one of the nations.”

Recently, dictators and murderous regimes the world over were celebrated with their adoption of the UN Human Rights Council’s reform package that dropped them all from a blacklist. On the other hand, Israel is still placed under permanent indictment. The UN has targeted Israel for this permanent indictment under a special agenda item: "Human rights situation in Palestine and other occupied Arab territories," which includes "Human rights violations and implications of the Israeli occupation of Palestine and other occupied Arab territories" and "Right to self-determination of the Palestinian people."

No other situation in the world is singled out, not genocide in Sudan, not child slavery in China and Arab countries, nor the persecution of democracy dissidents in many places in the world. While violations throughout the world are ignored and their reports destroyed, the UN has tacitly rejected the right of the Nation of Israel to exist.

Bilam prophesied that we will not consider ourselves "one of the nations." This has come to pass in our times.

This whole situation is likened to a passage in the Gemara (Avoda Zara 3a), which states that in the future YHVH will mete out to each nation and individual his just punishment and reward. The rewards which will be showered upon the people of Israel will evoke jealousy among the nations and YHVH will explain that the Nation of Isarel, who perservered with keeping the Torah against all odds, deserves these benefits. The nations who did not will not benefit from them.

The nations will reply that had YHVH given them the Torah, they too would have kept it. In order to prove that they were incapable of keeping the Torah, YHVH will test them with a mitzvah kala (easy mitzvah) and if they succeed they too will receive handsome rewards. It will be the mitzvah of suka. The nations will run to build succoth on their roofs. YHVH will then bring out the full heat of the sun as in the hottest summer day. Both the Nation of Israel and the gentiles will have to vacate the succoth, buthe Children of Israel will walk away in sadness, while the gentiles will degrade the succoth by hastily exiting them, without feelings of remorse and disappointment for not being able to perform this beautiful mitzvah.

The sages in this Gemara are telling us how the final scenes in history will play out:

After the close of the Second World War, the world’s major nations established the United Nation. This organization adopted resolutions intended to guide member states in their relations with fellow member states. Foremost among these resolutions is the rule that no nation shall threaten a fellow nation.

The UN is the "mitzvah kala" to which the Gemara in Avoda Zara refers. A succa is defined as "durat arei" (a temporary dwelling). The permanent dwelling is the individual states' geographical area and the temporary one is their presence twice a year in the New York building.

YHVH will "expose the heat of the sun," which is the great moral dilemmas the member states will have to contend with. The "hottest" of which repeats itself and is when Iran continues to threaten to "erase the State of Israel from the maps of the world." The UN has not ejected Iran from membership because they have oil and will soon possess atomic weapons and because they threatened "merely" Israel. The UN escaped their moral responsibilities yet once again.

Whatever occurs, the safest place to be when it happens will be in Eretz Yisrael, the "Noah’s Ark" of the end of time. Eventually, the in gathering of the whole House of Israel to Eretz Israel will transform from being a matter of choice to one of dire necessity.
Bilam then calls out in 23:10, "Who can count the dust of Jacob or number the fourth part of Israel? Let me die the death of the righteous, and may my end be like theirs." What is this "end," which is uniquely reserved for the Nation of Israel and eternally inaccessible to Bilam, but to which he so desperately aspires? How will this "end" manifest itself? Who are its major players?

Much of the information appears in our classic Torah literature, and the following are just three sources gleaned from them.

1. 1) The first Rashi in the Torah; 
The first Rashi in the Torah quotes the question posed by the midrash Tanchuma: Since the Torah is the book of mitzvot of the Nation of Israel, should it not begin with the first mitzva which YHVH commanded us – the calculation and declaration of new months and years, which appears in the book of Shemot – rather than the story of creation?

The midrash explains that YHVH began the Torah with the story of creation in order to refute the future claim of the nations that the Nation of Israel illegally seized Eretz Israel. The nations shall know that since YHVH is the Creator of all that exists, He has the right to give Eretz Israel to the Nation of Israel at the expense of all others.

This midrash is problematic because it leaves us suspended between heaven and earth. We are informed that the nations will accuse us of imperialistic motives associated with evil regimes, and we will answer them with verses quoting Torah-based principles; but we are not told how it will end.

Will the nations be convinced by our presentations? Will they cast our claims aside or mete out their idea of justice through war and other sanctions against us?

What comes next is cited in another midrash, Yalkut Shimoni at the end of sefer Yeshayahu (#499), which quotes a parable which states that Paras (Persia-Iran) will become the fear of the entire world. "Iran," says the rabbi, "will destroy the world."

The world leaders will "go back and forth" frustrated in their attempts to save what they can, but to no avail. The Nation of Isarel will also be petrified by the pending disaster. YHVH will say to us, "Why are you afraid? All of this I have done in order to bring you the long-awaited redemption. This redemption will not be like the redemption from Egypt, which was followed by suffering. This redemption will usher in a world of peace."

Part of the "end" which Bilam was referring to is the great miracle which YHVH will perform against our present enemy, Iran.

2. Malbim’s commentary on the Book of Yechezkel chapter 32;
It will come to pass in the end of days, after the Nation of Israel will return to the land of Israel, that the nations will come together in order to capture Jerusalem. The prophet names the nations who will come. Gog, the king of Meshech and Tuval from the north and west who are uncircumcised and called "Edom." Paras, Kush, and the House of Turgama who are all circumcised and adhering to the belief of Ishmael, will join with the children of Edom to attempt to capture the Land of Israel from the Nation of Israel.

When they arrive, they will create chaos among themselves and make war on each other. Edom will make war on Ishmael because their beliefs are different.

YHVH will judge them in sword and blood as stated by the prophet in Zechariah chapter 14. Here the prophet relates how they all will be lost and singles out Egypt, Ashur, and Elam who adhere to the religon of Ishmael and are today circumcised. He then mentions Meshech, Tuval, and Edom, their kings and princes from the north who are all uncircumcised. There will be a war between them all there. The first to be utterly destroyed will be the Egyptians, who are the closest to the Land of Israel and will come forward first and fall. Then the Assyrians and Persians will come to avenge their ally and they all will be destroyed.

If the Malbim lived today, he would have been more specific: It will come to pass at the end of the exile and the Nation of Israel people will return to the Land, that many nations will come together in order to attempt to capture Jerusalem. The nations who will come are from the north and west and include the European Union and the nations which comprised the former Soviet Union – all called "Edom." Iran, the Arab peoples, and the House of Saud who are all circumcised adhering to the faith of Ishmael, will join with the children of Edom to attempt to capture the Land of Israel from the Children of Israel.

We cannot blame the Malbim for generalizing, because he wrote his commentary in the 19th century when the return of the Israel to the Land was not even a dream. Quite the contrary, he was graced with the Ruach when he so rightly explained Yechezkel’s words as accurately as he did.

We could fill in some missing details:
• The Iranians will soon achieve nuclear capability.

• The West and Islam, on a collision course towards mutual destruction, will meet in order to discuss ways of defusing the ticking time-bomb. They will be utterly frustrated in their attempts to find mutual grounds for understanding except in one area – their mutual emnity and hostility towards Israel.

• The need of the nations to function together will give rise to the mutual goal of ridding the world of the maverick, renegade State of Israel and its archaic, heretical beliefs.

In the Land, bewilderment will share the stage with dread. Many will try to leave, but there will be nowhere to go. The emergency "hotline" request to Washington will go unheeded. The President will inform the Prime Minister that the US has no choice but to be neutral in this situation, since the decision was taken by the UN General Assembly, where the US has no veto power.

The sky will become clouded by the ascending dust caused by the multitudes making their way to the Land, with each person filled with ardor, ecstasy and zealousness to do the will of their god.

At this point the two chapters of Ezekiel come together, chapter 1 in which we read on Shavuot with its description of the fiery Serafim, Ofanim and Chayot Hakodesh, and chapter 32 which describes the multitude of nations on their way to destroy what YHVH has blessed.

This is what the Gemara, at the end of the first chapter of Berachot, is referring to when it predicts that the miracles of the future will outshine the unbelievable miracles of the Egyptian exodus. We might be apprehensive at the unfolding of current events, but for the Prophet Ezekiel and the Malbim, it is just a matter of time before these events become reality. 

There is no reason to fear, no matter what might seem to be the perils, because hakol b’ye’day shamayim (it is all in YHVH’s hands).

3. 3) Zohar, end of parashat Va’ayra.
The Zohar at the end of parashat Va’ayra reveals that YHVH will grant Ishmael the privilege of controlling the Land of Israel until the time when the Nation returns from the Diaspora.

Ishmael will refuse to relinquish the land and will cause three major wars against Edom (European peoples): one on the sea, one on land and one near Jerusalem. At that time, a great nation will come from the east (China?) to make war upon Edom for three months and will cause a world war. Ishmael will be totally vanquished. The Nation of Israel will then be supreme when the remnant of humanity will accept the worship of YHVH.

Part Two: Avraham's Disciples

Pirkei Avot Ch. 5:19:

"What is the difference between the disciples of Avraham Avinu and the disciples of Bilam harasha?"
1. Why do our sages compare the disciples of Avraham and of Bilam, but not the mentors themselves?

2. In the amida prayer (shmoneh esray), the first blessing begins by citing the forefathers of the Jewish nation, Elokay Avraham, Elokay Yitzchak Va'elokay Ya’akov, yet in the concluding blessing we say Baruch ata Hashem Magen Avraham, omitting Yitzchak and Yaakov?

3. Why is the ending "Magen Avraham" in the present tense when it should be in the past tense "miegayn Avraham"?

The suggestion is that when we scan the life of Avraham Avinu, we can discern a pattern. At the beginning of Avraham’s recognition of the one GOD, a choice is put before him in Ur Kasdeem to renounce his belief in monotheism or be thrown into a fiery furnace. After successfully enduring this test, Avraham is told by YHVH to leave his land, his birthplace and his father’s home to take up residence in a land which YHVH will identify later.

At that time, Europe was desolate, as were major parts of Africa and Asia, not to speak of the Americas. Instead of sending Avraham to establish a nation in some unpopulated area where there would be no one to protest, Avraham is directed to the most populous area in the world, a sliver of land at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea, populated by seven different ethnic peoples with 31 city-states.

Avraham then wages war against four kings in order to save his nephew Lot, he directed to offer up his beloved son Yitzchak as a sacrifice to YHVH, he has to send away his son Ishmael by his maid-servant Hagar into the desert, and more.

The pattern which reappears in Avraham’s life is that YHVH repeatedly provokes Avraham into no-hope, mission-impossible situations. The tests which Avraham constantly faced were never the minor irritants of life, but ones where there was no chance of survival in human terms. One does not enter a fiery furnace and live to tell how hot it was, nor does one enter the land which was the seat of idolatry in the world and remain unharmed.

A single leader with 318 men waged war on four kingdoms and won! The knife’s blade was a centimeter from Yitzchak when the angel called out, "Avraham, Avraham, Do not lay your hand on the youth."

In contrast, our sages in Pirkey Avot (ibid) describe Bilam as egotistical, with a passion to fulfill his physical needs, whose highest ideal was to fill his coffers with gold and one who was willing to sell his soul to the highest bidder. To get a vivid idea who Bilam was, one need not look further than the Saudi princes and the sheiks of Bahrain. Pirkey Avot directs us to examine the disciples of Avraham and of Bilam, but not the teachers themselves because one can better learn the nature of the "master" by his teachings as passed on through the ages.

The rabbis established the first blessing of the "Amida" to be "Baruch ata Hashem Magen Avraham," because our lives throughout the ages are a macrocosm of Avraham’s personal life. He was led by YHVH into impossible situations, only to be invariably saved by YHVH’s intervention. In our journey through time and history, we have found ourselves in impossible situations. Invariably, YHVH intervened to bring about our salvation. We, the disciples and children of Avraham and Sarah, have met the disciples of Bilam in every age and land. These disciples of Bilam were and still are loyal devotees to their spiritual mentor, who find no peace as long as one child of the House of Israel remains in the world

We will always merit YHVH’s salvation on the condition that we live according to the teachings of Avraham. Avraham never attempted to escape the difficult tests placed before him by YHVH, because Avraham was aware that they were all necessary for the ultimate creation of a unique chosen people to be called "Israel." YHVH will not waver on his promise to protect the “Avrahams” of every generation against the curses and devices of the "Bilams" when we stand firm as agents of YHVH in this world.

The necessary test for the future of Israel is our return home to the land where Avraham was sent 3500 years ago. As in his time, the land is filled with enemies who will persevere in their efforts to eradicate the descendants of Avraham. Those who will remain steadfast in their efforts to hallow the holy name of YHVH in the world by returning home to the land YHVH promised Avraham, Yitzchak and Ya’akov, will merit the miraculous salvation by YHVH. Those who escape from the task put before us will unfortunately earn for themselves a vastly different fate.

Part Three: Building Walls, Closing Doors

Bilam at one point sees the entire Israelite encampment and calls out. "How goodly are your tents (the children of) Ya’akov, the sanctuaries of Yisrael" The gemara in Bava Batra 60a explains what aroused this outburst of enthusiasm on the part of Bilam. He saw that the entrance of every tent was positioned in such a way so that no one could see into the neighbor’s tent. This explanation of Bilam’s words are very appropriate for the tractate of Bava Batra.

The first mishna of the tractate deals with someone who wishes to construct a wall to bisect a yard owned jointly with a neighbor and his request that the court order the neighbor to participate in the costs. The claimant demanded the privacy and the freedom to use the yard was being denied him by the presence of his neighbor. The Mishnah establishes the conditions whereby the neighbor must agree to dissolve joint ownership of the yard and participate in the construction costs of a wall. Rav Ashi, the editor of the Talmud Bavli, incorporated three major subjects into the first chapter of the tractate: 1) Elaboration on the first mishna, which deals with the right of every person to privacy; 2) numerous matters dealing with tzedaka (charity) and ge’milut chasadim (acts of kindness); and 3) the background and life of the long suffering Eeyov (Job).

Why did Rav Ashi structure the chapter in this way?

Modesty and privacy are essential values in defining one’s quality of life. Absence of "walls" between neighbors can often turn one’s life into a succession of frustrations and paralysis. Privacy, while creating a more comfortable life environment, can however sever one from his surroundings when taken to the extreme. If your neighbor cannot see into your windows, you cannot see into his,; neither at his moments of pleasure, nor in his moments of need and sorrow. His cries cannot reach your ears, and his suffering remains unknown to those who could offer help and consolation.

Rav Ashi incorporated the laws of modesty right after the laws defining the rights of privacy in order to deliver a message. Privacy and modesty? Yes! But hiding behind the high walls of privacy, and thinking that ignorance of life’s realities exempts one from responsibility to society, is a perversion of the Torah and its moral demands.

Rav Ashi concludes the chapter with the terrible suffering of Eeyov (Job).

Who was this Eeyov, and why was he chosen to be the personification of human suffering? The gemara in Sota 11a relates that Paro had three advisors: Bilam, Yitro and Eeyov. Bilam encouraged Paro to subjugate the Children of Israel and was killed by the Israelites in the desert, Yitro ran away rather than object to the slavery, and Eeyov kept silent. Eeyov was essentially a good man, so why didn't he protest? Rav Ashi is providing the answer by incorporating the matter of Eeyov in this chapter. Eeyov built a high wall behind which he was able to ignore what was transpiring right in front of him. He lived his life as a good citizen, never doing bad, but never really doing good. For disregarding his responsibilities to his fellow man, and justifying it by claiming ignorance, Eeyov lost everything dear to him in his life.

Our homes must be established on the values of tznee'ut and modesty. The door must never be closed to the needs of others. A pane of glass is transparent; but when the back is coated with even a thin veneer of silver, it becomes a mirror which is no longer transparent and in which one can see only himself.

In these days, when families are packing for summer vacation and sending their children off to summer camp for eight weeks of fun and sun, remember, there are hundreds of thousands of young people in the Land of Israel who will also spend their summer (and winter) in camp – army camp.

Their bungalows are pup tents or fox holes waiting for the murderers to come. Just remind your teenagers that when they get the keys to the family car to ride around, that other young people in the Land are also riding around in vehicles – jeeps, humvies, troop carriers. When your children fly off to California and Florida, let them look out the windows of the plane and remember that our children in Israel also fly, but in F16s.

Even the evil Bilam saw that the doors of an authentic Godly home possess the quality of modesty, but are also open to the needs of our fellow men.

Shabbat Shalom

This article was compiled from articles by:
J.Luxembourg, N.Kahana and with my own additional personal comment
A comedic attempt by John Marsing
It turns out the book of Revelations was in error regarding the number of gates in the Kingdom of Heaven, there aren’t twelve, but thirteen which is for the Gentiles…
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A future dialog?
Could this be a future dialog between a Kingdom of Heaven Citizen Wannabe (KHCW) and Saint Pete (SP)

KHCW:

“Hey Saint Pete, I’m a self confessing goy, a card carrying member of the Sunday Easter Ham club in good standing, direct me to my gate.”

SP:

“Sure no problem.  It’s the big red sign with the word EXIT on it”

KHCW:

with a strange look on his face “Exit, are you sure?”

SP:

Yeah I’m sure.  In Heaven we speak Hebrew and that’s the word for “Gentile”
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And this is my Balaam Joke.

So Y’shua is tending bar (bear with me this is one of those kinda jokes) and Balaam walks in with his donkey.  Y’shua says “you can’t bring that ass in here”  Balaam says, “Oh don’t worry he’s a very well behaved and won’t cause any problems”.  Y’shua responds “Who says I was talking to you!”
I don’t like to read stuff in less it has some cool pictures…
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Tk o Thikel Ruce . (See Humbers 22.2;
YES THIS IS BALAAM, NO | WON’T AEpT A
COLLECT CALL FROM 'DONKEY"
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YOO 'SHOULD HAVE SEEN THE LOOK ON
BALAAM'S FACE TODAY WHEN | HOLLERED AT
HIM .. T'S LIKE HES NEVER HEARD A

DONKEY TALK BEFORE
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