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Psalm - 116 
1
 I love YHVH, because he hath heard my voice and my supplications. 

2
 Because he hath inclined his ear unto 

me, therefore will I call upon him as long as I live. 
3
 The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell 

gat hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow. 
4
 Then called I upon the name of YHVH; YHVH, I beseech thee, 

deliver my soul. 
5
 Gracious is YHVH, and righteous; yea, our Elohim is merciful. 

6
 YHVH preserveth the 

simple: I was brought low, and he helped me. 
7
 Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for YHVH hath dealt 

bountifully with thee. 
8
 For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from 

falling. 
9
 I will walk before YHVH in the land of the living. 

10
 I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly 

afflicted: 
11

 I said in my haste, All men are liars. 
12

 What shall I render unto YHVH for all his benefits toward 

me? 
13

 I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of YHVH. 
14

 I will pay my vows unto YHVH 

now in the presence of all his people. 
15

 Precious in the sight of YHVH is the death of his saints. 
16

 YHVH, 

truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds. 
17

 I will 

offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of YHVH. 
18

 I will pay my vows unto 

YHVH now in the presence of all his people. 
19

 In the courts of YHVH's house, in the midst of thee, O 

Jerusalem. Praise ye YHVH.  
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Torah - Num 19:1-20:13 
1
 And YHVH spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 

2
 This is the ordinance of the law which YHVH hath 

commanded, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee a red heifer without spot, wherein is 

no blemish, and upon which never came yoke: 
3
 And ye shall give her unto Eleazar the priest, that he may bring 

her forth without the camp, and one shall slay her before his face: 
4
 And Eleazar the priest shall take of her 

blood with his finger, and sprinkle of her blood directly before the tabernacle of the congregation seven times: 
5
 

And one shall burn the heifer in his sight; her skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with her dung, shall he burn: 
6
 

And the priest shall take cedar wood, and hyssop, and scarlet, and cast it into the midst of the burning of the 

heifer. 
7
 Then the priest shall wash his clothes, and he shall bathe his flesh in water, and afterward he shall come 

into the camp, and the priest shall be unclean until the even. 
8
 And he that burneth her shall wash his clothes in 

water, and bathe his flesh in water, and shall be unclean until the even. 
9
 And a man that is clean shall gather up 

the ashes of the heifer, and lay them up without the camp in a clean place, and it shall be kept for the 

congregation of the children of Israel for a water of separation: it is a purification for sin. 
10

 And he that 

gathereth the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even: and it shall be unto the 

children of Israel, and unto the stranger that sojourneth among them, for a statute for ever. 
11

 He that toucheth 

the dead body of any man shall be unclean seven days. 
12

 He shall purify himself with it on the third day, and on 

the seventh day he shall be clean: but if he purify not himself the third day, then the seventh day he shall not be 

clean. 
13

 Whosoever toucheth the dead body of any man that is dead, and purifieth not himself, defileth the 

tabernacle of YHVH; and that soul shall be cut off from Israel: because the water of separation was not 

sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean; his uncleanness is yet upon him. 
14

 This is the law, when a man dieth 

in a tent: all that come into the tent, and all that is in the tent, shall be unclean seven days. 
15

 And every open 

vessel, which hath no covering bound upon it, is unclean. 
16

 And whosoever toucheth one that is slain with a 

sword in the open fields, or a dead body, or a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be unclean seven days. 
17

 And for 

an unclean person they shall take of the ashes of the burnt heifer of purification for sin, and running water shall 

be put thereto in a vessel: 
18

 And a clean person shall take hyssop, and dip it in the water, and sprinkle it upon 

the tent, and upon all the vessels, and upon the persons that were there, and upon him that touched a bone, or 

one slain, or one dead, or a grave: 
19

 And the clean person shall sprinkle upon the unclean on the third day, and 

on the seventh day: and on the seventh day he shall purify himself, and wash his clothes, and bathe himself in 

water, and shall be clean at even. 
20

 But the man that shall be unclean, and shall not purify himself, that soul 

shall be cut off from among the congregation, because he hath defiled the sanctuary of YHVH: the water of 

separation hath not been sprinkled upon him; he is unclean. 
21

 And it shall be a perpetual statute unto them, that 

he that sprinkleth the water of separation shall wash his clothes; and he that toucheth the water of separation 

shall be unclean until even. 
22

 And whatsoever the unclean person toucheth shall be unclean; and the soul that 

toucheth it shall be unclean until even. 

 
20:1

 Then came the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, into the desert of Zin in the first month: and 

the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried there. 
2
 And there was no water for the 

congregation: and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. 
3
 And the people chode 

with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God
  H3863 loo

 that we had died when our brethren died before YHVH! 
4
 

And why have ye brought up the congregation of YHVH into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die 

there? 
5
 And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? it is no 

place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there any water to drink. 
6
 And Moses and 

Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell 
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upon their faces: and the glory of YHVH appeared unto them. 
7
 And YHVH spake unto Moses, saying, 

8
 Take 

the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before 

their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt 

give the congregation and their beasts drink. 
9
 And Moses took the rod from before YHVH, as he commanded 

him. 
10

 And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear 

now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock? 
11

 And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he 

smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. 
12

 

And YHVH spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the 

children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them. 
13

 This is 

the water of Meribah; because the children of Israel strove with YHVH, and he was sanctified in them.  

 

Mitzvot for this Parasha 

Verse(s) Mitzvah 
Number 

Category Law 

Num 19:9 574 Ritual Purity and Impurity To carry out the ordinance of the Red Heifer so that its ashes will always be available. 
See Parah Adumah: Red Heifer.  

Num 19:11 - 16 575 Ritual Purity and Impurity That a corpse defiles. See Care for the Dead.  
Num 19:19 - 22 576 Ritual Purity and Impurity That the waters of separation defile one who is clean, and cleanse the unclean from 

pollution by a dead body.  

 

Stand alone Aleph Tav’s for this Parasha 

Bible Section BCV Nth Word 

Torah Num 19:9  

HafTorah Jdg 11:21  

HafTorah Jdg 11:22  

HafTorah Jdg 11:24  

 

 
 

Num 19:9 ―shall gather up 
H622 vasaph 

 a man 
H376 ish

  clean 
H2889 tahor

 Aleph Tav 
H853

 the ashes 
H665 epher

 ….‖ 

  

 

 

Haftorah - Jdg 11:1-33 
1
 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valor, and he was the son of an harlot: and Gilead begat 

Jephthah. 
2
 And Gilead's wife bare him sons; and his wife's sons grew up, and they thrust out Jephthah, and said 

unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in our father's house; for thou art the son of a strange woman. 
3
 Then Jephthah 

fled from his brethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob: and there were gathered vain men to Jephthah, and went 

out with him. 
4
 And it came to pass in process of time, that the children of Ammon made war against Israel. 

5
 

And it was so, that when the children of Ammon made war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to fetch 

Jephthah out of the land of Tob: 
6
 And they said unto Jephthah, Come, and be our captain, that we may fight 

with the children of Ammon. 
7
 And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, Did not ye hate me, and expel me 
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out of my father's house? and why are ye come unto me now when ye are in distress? 
8
 And the elders of Gilead 

said unto Jephthah, Therefore we turn again to thee now, that thou mayest go with us, and fight against the 

children of Ammon, and be our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead. 
9
 And Jephthah said unto the elders of 

Gilead, If ye bring me home again to fight against the children of Ammon, and YHVH deliver them before me, 

shall I be your head? 
10

 And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, YHVH be witness between us, if we do not 

so according to thy words. 
11

 Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him head and 

captain over them: and Jephthah uttered all his words before YHVH in Mizpeh. 
12

 And Jephthah sent 

messengers unto the king of the children of Ammon, saying, What hast thou to do with me, that thou art come 

against me to fight in my land? 
13

 And the king of the children of Ammon answered unto the messengers of 

Jephthah, Because Israel took away my land, when they came up out of Egypt, from Arnon even unto Jabbok, 

and unto Jordan: now therefore restore those lands again peaceably. 
14

 And Jephthah sent messengers again 

unto the king of the children of Ammon: 
15

 And said unto him, Thus saith Jephthah, Israel took not away the 

land of Moab, nor the land of the children of Ammon: 
16

 But when Israel came up from Egypt, and walked 

through the wilderness unto the Red sea, and came to Kadesh; 
17

 Then Israel sent messengers unto the king of 

Edom, saying, Let me, I pray thee, pass through thy land: but the king of Edom would not hearken thereto. And 

in like manner they sent unto the king of Moab: but he would not consent: and Israel abode in Kadesh. 
18

 Then 

they went along through the wilderness, and compassed the land of Edom, and the land of Moab, and came by 

the east side of the land of Moab, and pitched on the other side of Arnon, but came not within the border of 

Moab: for Arnon was the border of Moab. 
19

 And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, the 

king of Heshbon; and Israel said unto him, Let us pass, we pray thee, through thy land into my place. 
20

 But 

Sihon trusted not Israel to pass through his coast: but Sihon gathered all his people together, and pitched in 

Jahaz, and fought against Israel. 
21

 And YHVH Elohim of Israel delivered Sihon and all his people into the hand 

of Israel, and they smote them: so Israel possessed all the land of the Amorites, the inhabitants of that country. 
22

 And they possessed all the coasts of the Amorites, from Arnon even unto Jabbok, and from the wilderness 

even unto Jordan. 
23

 So now YHVH Elohim of Israel hath dispossessed the Amorites from before his people 

Israel, and shouldest thou possess it? 
24

 Wilt not thou possess that which Chemosh thy god giveth thee to 

possess? So whomsoever YHVH our Elohim shall drive out from before us, them will we possess. 
25

 And now 

art thou any thing better than Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab? did he ever strive against Israel, or did he 

ever fight against them, 
26

 While Israel dwelt in Heshbon and her towns, and in Aroer and her towns, and in all 

the cities that be along by the coasts of Arnon, three hundred years? why therefore did ye not recover them 

within that time? 
27

 Wherefore I have not sinned against thee, but thou doest me wrong to war against me: 

YHVH the Judge be judge this day between the children of Israel and the children of Ammon. 
28

 Howbeit the 

king of the children of Ammon hearkened not unto the words of Jephthah which he sent him. 
29

 Then the Spirit 

of YHVH came upon Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead, and Manasseh, and passed over Mizpeh of Gilead, 

and from Mizpeh of Gilead he passed over unto the children of Ammon. 
30

 And Jephthah vowed a vow unto 

YHVH, and said, If thou shalt without fail deliver the children of Ammon into mine hands, 
31

 Then it shall be, 

that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the children of 

Ammon, shall surely be YHVH's, and I will offer it up for a burnt offering. 
32

 So Jephthah passed over unto the 

children of Ammon to fight against them; and YHVH delivered them into his hands. 
33

 And he smote them 

from Aroer, even till thou come to Minnith, even twenty cities, and unto the plain of the vineyards, with a very 

great slaughter. Thus the children of Ammon were subdued before the children of Israel.  
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Figure 1: Ashes of the Red Heifer on Mt. Sinai, Source: Rico Cortes, Wisdom in Torah Ministries 

http://www.wisdomintorah.com/rico/powerpoints/english/Red%20Heifer%20slides.ppt
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Brit - Joh 20:1-31 
1 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth 

the stone taken away from the sepulchre. 2 Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other 

disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we 

know not where they have laid him. 3 Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the 

sepulchre. 4 So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. 5 

And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. 6 Then cometh Simon 

Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie, 7 And the napkin, that was 

about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. 8 Then went in also 

that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. 9 For as yet they knew not the 

scripture, that he must rise again from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went away again unto their own home. 11 

But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the 

sepulchre, 12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body 

of Jesus had lain. 13 And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have 

taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. 14 And when she had thus said, she turned 

herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why 

weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have 

borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She 

turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. 17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I 

am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your 

Father; and to my God, and your God. 18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the 

Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her. 19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the 

week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood 

in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his 

hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. 21 Then said Jesus to them again, 

Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on 

them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 

them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, 

was not with them when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But 

he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the 

nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 26 And after eight days again his disciples were 

within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be 

unto you. 27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, 

and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My 

Lord and my God. 29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are 

they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his 

disciples, which are not written in this book: 31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.  
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Gospel - Joh 12:20-50 
20 And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship at the feast: 21 The same came therefore 

to Philip, which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus. 22 Philip cometh 

and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is 

come, that the Son of man should be glorified. 24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into 

the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 25 He that loveth his life shall lose 

it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 26 If any man serve me, let him follow 

me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour. 27 Now is 

my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. 

28 Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will 

glorify it again. 29 The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel 

spake to him. 30 Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your sakes. 31 Now is the 

judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. 32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 

will draw all men unto me. 33 This he said, signifying what death he should die. 34 The people answered him, 

We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted 

up? who is this Son of man? 35 Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye 

have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. 36 

While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and 

departed, and did hide himself from them. 37 But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they 

believed not on him: 38 That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath 

believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 39 Therefore they could not believe, 

because that Esaias said again, 40 He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see 

with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. 41 These things said 

Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him. 42 Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on 

him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: 43 For 

they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. 44 Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, 

believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. 45 And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. 46 I am come a 

light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness. 47 And if any man hear my 

words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 He that 

rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same 

shall judge him in the last day. 49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a 

commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is life 

everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.  
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History - 2Ch 14:1-15 
1
 So Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David: and Asa his son reigned in his stead. 

In his days the land was quiet ten years. 
2
 And Asa did that which was good and right in the eyes of YHVH his 

Elohim: 
3
 For he took away the altars of the strange gods, and the high places, and brake down the images, and 

cut down the groves: 
4
 And commanded Judah to seek YHVH Elohim of their fathers, and to do the law and the 

commandment. 
5
 Also he took away out of all the cities of Judah the high places and the images: and the 

kingdom was quiet before him. 
6
 And he built fenced cities in Judah: for the land had rest, and he had no war in 

those years; because YHVH had given him rest. 
7
 Therefore he said unto Judah, Let us build these cities, and 

make about them walls, and towers, gates, and bars, while the land is yet before us; because we have sought 

YHVH our Elohim, we have sought him, and he hath given us rest on every side. So they built and prospered. 
8
 

And Asa had an army of men that bare targets and spears, out of Judah three hundred thousand; and out of 

Benjamin, that bare shields and drew bows, two hundred and fourscore thousand: all these were mighty men of 

valor. 
9
 And there came out against them Zerah the Ethiopian with an host of a thousand thousand, and three 

hundred chariots; and came unto Mareshah. 
10

 Then Asa went out against him, and they set the battle in array in 

the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. 
11

 And Asa cried unto YHVH his Elohim, and said, YHVH, it is nothing 

with thee to help, whether with many, or with them that have no power: help us, YHVH our Elohim; for we rest 

on thee, and in thy name we go against this multitude. YHVH, thou art our Elohim; let no man prevail against 

thee. 
12

 So YHVH smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and before Judah; and the Ethiopians fled. 
13

 And Asa and 

the people that were with him pursued them unto Gerar: and the Ethiopians were overthrown, that they could 

not recover themselves; for they were destroyed before YHVH, and before his host; and they carried away very 

much spoil. 
14

 And they smote all the cities round about Gerar; for the fear of YHVH came upon them: and they 

spoiled all the cities; for there was exceeding much spoil in them. 
15

 They smote also the tents of cattle, and 

carried away sheep and camels in abundance, and returned to Jerusalem.  
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Commentary 

Ahavta 

Commentary - Year 3 Sabbath 11 
Numbers 19:1 - 20:13   -   Ezekiel 44:29   -   Psalm 109   -   John 20:1-31 

http://www.ahavta.org/Commentary%20Y-3/Y3-11.htm 

  

We have studied Judgments (Mishpatim), Ordinances (Edot), and Statutes (Hukim), the three categories of Torah 

commandments. Statutes are the category of which it is said, their reason is not obvious, but they bond God and man. The 

Statute of the Red Heifer is considered, by the sages, to be beyond human reasoning, as Solomon said, ―I said I would be 

wise, but it is far from me‖. 

The Midrash on this portion notes a paradox: one who has become defiled (a niddah) is purified by the ashes of the red 

heifer, but one preparing the ashes becomes defiled thereby. It further notes Job 14:4, ―Who can draw a pure thing out of 

an impure one? Is it not the One God?‖  

This paradox pictures a greater one: a sinner is purified through the crucifixion of Yeshua, but one involved 

with preparing His crucifixion – such as Judas – becomes condemned as a sinner. So God draws a pure thing 

(a purified sinner) out of an impure (the crucifixion). Because it is far above our understanding, God gives us 

many kinds of pictures, called ordinances (such as baptism and the Passover). 

It may be noted here, that preparation of the ashes is one of several acts required by Torah, which nevertheless makes one 

unclean. Thus we see that becoming defiled does not indicate one has sinned, but defilement always relates to a result of 

the fall – such as death, disease, or unfulfilled reproductive cycles. 

Yeshua did not die because of a sin He committed, but because of results of the fall of Adam. ―For since by a 

man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in 

Messiah all shall be made alive‖ - 1 Corinthians 15:21-22. 

The previous chapter was concerned with guarding the Tabernacle against entry by defiled people. This chapter deals with 

purification of those who have become defiled. 

Psalm 109 relates to the crucifixion, and parts of it to Judas in particular. 

(V.2-5) Concerning Yeshua, ―For they have opened the wicked and deceitful mouth against me; they have spoken against 

me with a lying tongue. They have also surrounded me with words of hatred, and fought against me without cause. In 

return for my love they act as my accusers; but I am in prayer. Thus they have repaid me evil for good, and hatred for my 

love.‖ 

(V.8-10) Concerning Judas, ―Let his days be few; let another take his office. Let his children be fatherless, and his wife a 

widow. Let his children wander about and beg; and let them seek sustenance far from their ruined homes.‖ This is quoted 

by Luke (Acts 1:16, 20): ―Brethren, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit foretold by the mouth of David 

concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Yeshua. . . . For it is written in the Book of Psalms, ‘Let his 

homestead be made desolate, and let no man dwell in it’; and, ‘His office let another man take.’ ‖ 

http://www.ahavta.org/Commentary%20Y-3/Y3-11.htm
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So this Psalm, connected to Numbers 19 by the Temple Seder (Order of Readings), shows a relationship between the 

Statute of the Red Heifer and the crucifixion of Yeshua. 

Now, considering John 20, let‘s go back to Numbers 19 (v.16-19), ―Anyone who . . .  touches . . . a grave, shall be unclean 

for seven days. . . . on the seventh day he shall purify him from uncleanness, and he shall wash his clothes and bathe 

himself in water and shall be clean by evening.‖ ‗Washing one‘s clothes and bathing in water‘ is a reference to immersion 

in a mikvah – Biblical baptism. Being ―clean by evening‖ means on the eighth day. 

Now, Yeshua was baptized, even though John the baptizer questioned why Yeshua should have such a need: ―I have need 

to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?‖ – Matthew 3:14. So then, in order to fulfill all Torah (Matthew 3:15, 

5:17), should He not be baptized seven days after leaving the grave? While we are not specifically told that He was 

‗untouchable‘ until a seventh day baptism, Mary was told to stop touching Him on the first day (John 20:17), but Thomas 

was told to touch Him on the eighth day (John 20:27). Why is a special point being made of this eighth day? Also, 

ascending from the mikvah represents ascending to Eden / Paradise: this is especially represented be being baptized in the 

Jordan River – Jordan meaning ―Descender from Eden‖. So, in instructing Mary to stop touching Him, Yeshua said 

(v.17), ―for I have not yet ascended to the Father‖. 

Paul (1 Corinthians 15:29) speaks of being ―baptized for the dead‖ – according to some English translations. A better 

rendering would be ―baptized because of death‖. This may to refer to today‘s subject, the baptism on the seventh day after 

dealing with a dead body. Paul is speaking of resurrection, and its relationship to baptism. Since baptism – specifically 

coming up from the mikvah – symbolizes resurrection (Romans 6:4), if a dead body could not be resurrected, what would 

be the significance of the ritual: why would we picture ―newness of life‖ after dealing with the results of the fall?  

JKM: What about the 8
th
 day of circumcision? 

Furthermore, being clean on the eighth day symbolizes our being holy – fit for the ―eighth day assembly‖ (Leviticus 

23:36) of the saints in Paradise. That requires our cleansing from sin here, prior to resurrection. 

Sadducees did not believe in resurrection. Therefore, Yeshua said to them (Matthew 22:29-32), ―You are mistaken, not 

understanding the Scriptures, or the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, 

but are like angels in heaven. But regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you not read that which was spoken to you 

by God, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead 

but of the living.‖ Therefore, we are to purify ourselves, showing that we are alive to God in holiness, and dead to sin. 

A certain man wanted to take care of things of this life before following Yeshua (Matthew 8:21-22): that is the meaning of 

his Hebraism, ―Let me first go and bury my dead father.‖ Yeshua responded, ―Let the dead bury the dead. You follow 

Me.‖ In other words, ―Let the spiritually dead care for the things of this world.‖ We should care for following Yeshua – 

being holy. 

___________________ 

Numbers 20 pictures crucifying Yeshua, to bring forth the words of life. But Moses and Aaron messed up God‘s picture, 

and therefore were disallowed from the Promised Land! 

God has given us many prophetic pictures to observe, and this is a lesson: don‘t mess them up! It is not for us to take upon 

ourselves to perform them according to our feelings.  

Marriage is an example of a picture God gave with heavenly perspective in mind: Messiah and His church. When we mess 

up our marriages, we mess up God‘s picture. 
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Sabbath is a picture of the Millennial Reign of Yeshua: we are to keep it holy! The Passover is a picture of Yeshua as 

redeemer: we are told to keep it – as it was given (1 Corinthians 11:23) – in remembrance of Yeshua (1 Corinthians 

11:24)! 
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Scriptures 

Numbers 19:1 to 22:1 

Judges 11:1-33  

John 3:1-21; 4:3-30; 12:27-50 

The red heifer sacrifice has always been a great mystery in Scripture. To comprehend the importance of this 

study we go back to Exodus 24:3-11 and the receiving of the Covenant by the people of Israel. Scripture says, 

―They all responded with one voice, ‗Everything YHVH has said we will do.‘ Moses then wrote down 

everything YHVH had said.‖ The season was the culmination of the Counting of the Omer, the feast of 

Shavuot/Pentecost. The occasion was the betrothal of YHVH to the people of Israel and the giving of the 

marriage covenant, the Ketubah (Torah: YHVH‘s teaching and instruction), to the bride.  

The Hebrew phrase the people called out in unison, "Na'aseh v'nishma!” – ―We will do and we will listen," 

teaches us how to free ourselves from the shackles of our own stubbornness. The secret to success is to accept 

whole-heartedly the challenges and, yes, the so-called "burdens" of the truth, even without yet knowing fully 

what the truth is - always placing service and holiness of YHVH above all other considerations.  

He [Moses] got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone 

pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. They offered a young bull and one half of the blood was put in 

bowls, and the other half he sprinkled on the altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it (again) to 

the people. They responded, "We will do everything YHVH has said; we will obey." Moses took the 

remaining bowls of blood and sprinkled it on the people and said, "This is the blood of the covenant that 

YHVH has made with you in accordance with all these words" (Exo 24:7-8 Exodus 3:5-11). 

The Brit Chadasha/New Testament provides more detail of what occurred at this event in Hebrews 9:19, "When 

Moses had proclaimed every commandment of the Torah to all the people, he took the blood of calves, 

together with water, scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the people." 

This is the red heifer ceremony and this is the background to our study this week. 

http://www.messianicisrael.com/sheepfold-gleanings/2007-2008/chukat.html
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Numbers 19:1-9 The Red Heifer 

The killing of the red heifer and keeping of the heifer‘s ashes were commandments for purification. This was to 

be a lasting ordinance for the Children of Israel and those sojourning with them throughout their generations 

(Numbers 19:2, 9, 10, 21). The law required that the High Priest, Eleazar, take a red heifer without defect or 

blemish that had never been under a yoke outside the camp and slaughter it. Some of its blood was then to be 

sprinkled seven times toward the front of the Tabernacle.  

Under Eleazar the High Priest‘s supervision the heifer was burned outside the camp entirely – its hide, flesh, 

blood and offal, along with some cedar wood, hyssop and scarlet wool. Later the priest cleansed himself (had a 

mikvah, immersion in water for status change) and changed his clothes, then returned to camp. The man who 

burned the red heifer also had a mikvah and changed before reentering the camp.  

A man who was ceremonially clean gathered up the ashes of the heifer and put them in a clean place outside the 

camp. Then he returned after he had changed his clothes and performed a mikvah. The ashes were kept for the 

Israelite community as a whole, to be used in the water cleansing ceremony for purification from sin 

(sometimes called holy water). This was to be a lasting ordinance for both the Israelites and those sojourning 

among them.  

To date, there have been nine red heifer sacrifices in Israel‘s history. Popular thought holds the Messiah as the 

one who will fulfill the requirement of the tenth red heifer. Let‘s look into Scripture. 

The red heifer was a female cow not older than three years that had not yet had a calf. The heifer was a type and 

shadow of the Messiah. Yeshua is the Word made flesh, born of a virgin, conceived by the Spirit of YHVH, 

who was without sin, meaning He had never been under the yoke of sin and death. Yeshua‘s earthly ministry 

was three years (John 1:1, 14; Luke 1:26-27; Isaiah 7:14). 

Different places have been labeled as the traditional site for the crucifixion of Yeshua. One was the church of 

the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem, which would have been ―inside the camp‖. Some say Gordon‘s Golgotha 

(meaning skull, head or poll), a relatively new site in history. The generally overlooked deeper Hebrew 

understanding of the word skull is that it is a reference to the top of a man‘s head. The term Calvary was an 

adaptation of the Latin calvaria, meaning bare or bald head. The term skull was also used to describe the top or 

summit of a mountain, especially a bare one. 

According to Scripture, the red heifer was to be killed outside the camp in a clean or set-apart place. That clean 

place was historically and biblically understood to be on a separate mountain entirely than the one the temple 

was on, which was Mount Moriah. The most authentic clean place ―outside the camp‖ was on the Mount of 

Olives. This mountain, opposite Jerusalem, has historically been accepted as the scripturally sound set-apart 

place for the red heifer sacrifice. Also known as the Skull Mountain in Yeshua‘s day, the Mount of Olives has 

long been recognized by the Israelites down through the generations as the place where Yeshua died.  

Access to this site was through the eastern gate, also called the Golden Gate. The valley between Mount of 

Olives (which was accepted Hebraically as the appropriate crucifixion sight) and Mount Moriah (where 

Jerusalem was situated) was called the Kidron Valley or Brook. The blood and water from the temple sacrifices 

would flow down between these two mountains through this Kidron valley also called the Valley of Death. 

Joining the two mountains was a bridge built for the priests to travel over the Kidron Valley. It was called the 

Priestly Bridge, the Red Heifer‘s Gangway and the Narrow Way, and allowed the priests to travel from one 
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mountain to the other in order for them to perform their sacrificial duties without coming in contact with death 

from the unclean flow of the Temple. 

In Genesis, when Abraham received the Covenant from YHVH, he was told to sacrifice animals and cut them in 

half, placing the halves opposite each other so the blood would flow down each side and into the trough 

between them. The halved animals represented two people groups, the House of Israel and the House of Judah 

(Genesis 15: 1-21).  

Similarly, the two mountains situated at Jerusalem represent the two people groups: the House of Israel and the 

House of Judah. Mount Moriah represents those who are in Torah and the Mount of Olives represents those 

people outside Torah. Together they represent the Whole House of Israel.  

Yeshua was and is the only mediator between the two people groups. It is only His sinless atoning blood, 

through the red heifer sacrifice, that can break down the barriers between the two and bring healing; thus 

uniting them as one people under the Kingship of Yeshua Ha Mashiach (Hebrews 9:15; Ephesians 2:11-22).  

A phenomenon likened to the halved sacrifices of the Abrahamic Covenant occurred at the time of Yeshua‘s 

death. A flow of blood similar to the cutting of first covenant was seen, with one stream coming from the 

temple sacrifices running down one mount, Mount Moriah, and the blood of Yeshua‘s sacrifice flowing down 

the other mount, Mount of Olives. Yeshua‘s one act of faithfulness fulfilled the red heifer sacrifice and literally 

renewed the Covenant of Abraham, sealing it forever. (And in this way, the Mosaic and Davidic covenants were 

also renewed, as they are dependent on the Abrahamic covenant.) Yeshua restored His people and made the 

Covenant as new again for us to walk in (Jeremiah 31:33-34; Hebrew 8:8-10; Matthew 10:8; 15:24; Romans 

11:25-26; Ezekiel 37:15-28). 

It was this priestly bridge, called the Narrow Way or Gangway, that Yeshua crossed as He rode into Jerusalem 

on a donkey, five days before the Passover to be our Passover Lamb. We are told that all the people held palm 

branches and waved them, shouting ―Hosanna! (Hebrew for ―Save us!‖) Blessed is He who comes in the Name 

of YHVH! Blessed is the King of Israel,‖ thus fulfilling Psalm 118:25-26 and Zechariah 9:9 (John 12:12-15). It 

was along this bridge that the people proclaimed Messiah Yeshua, King of Israel. And it was this same bridge 

that carried Yeshua to His death on our behalf a few days later as the final fulfillment of the red heifer 

requirement.  

Enter in at the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leads to destruction, and there are 

many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate, and narrow is the way, that leads to life and there are few 

who find it (Matthew 7:13-14). 

On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split 

in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving north and half moving south 

(Zechariah 4:4). 

At the exact moment of Yeshua‘s death, when His blood was shed, there was an earthquake and the inner 

Temple veil that divided the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place tore in two from top to bottom. This was the 

hand of YHVH as no man could tear this curtain. It was reported that this curtain measured eighty-two and a 

half feet high, twenty-four feet wide. The thickness of the curtain was one handbreadth, or three inches, 

requiring over three hundred men to hang it. (Matthew 27:51; Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45) 
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Numbers 19:5-6 The Red Heifer 

The red heifer was to be burned outside the camp, with its hide, flesh, blood and offal along with some cedar 

wood, hyssop and scarlet wool. 

Cedar can represent strength; it can also represent pride. Our pride makes us think we are long lasting and 

indestructible. The Talmud says that the inhabitants of Israel called ten different trees cedar. It is, however, the 

cedar of Lebanon that was most widely referred to when the word erez (cedar) is used in Scripture. The average 

height of such cedars is about eighty-five feet, though some have measured over a hundred feet, and the 

circumference may reach forty feet. It is also common for this tree to spread its roots among the rocks, thus 

securing a stronghold. There is a particular oil in the cedar that prevents destruction by dry rot and insects. 

Scriptural references for cedar use in connection with the Temple is in 1 Kings 6:15 and 18, where cedar was 

used inside the Temple and 1 Kings 7:12, where it was used outside the Temple. Out of all the furniture in the 

Temple only the Altar of Incense was made of cedar (1 Kings 6:20).  

Hyssop represents humility. The word occurs ten times, primarily in the Five Books of Moses. Hyssop is a 

small plant that can grow on walls. Hyssop was used in purification ceremonies. In Exodus, hyssop functioned 

as a brush for the Israelites to apply blood to the doorposts and lintels of their homes. In Leviticus 14:4-6, 

hyssop, along with cedar wood and scarlet thread, was used in a purification ceremony for a man cured of 

leprosy and from an outbreak of mildew. King David said, "Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean" 

(Psalms 51:7). Cedar and hyssop, respectively, seem to represent the most magnificent tree and the most 

insignificant bush. 

Scarlet thread, in Scripture, represents Yeshua‘s blood. It refers to the dye obtained from the eggs of the female 

cochineal scale that attached itself to the kermes oak tree. The word towla (Strong‘s # 8438) is Hebrew for 

scarlet, worm or crimson. When the female ―scarlet worm‖ was ready to give birth to her young, she would 

attach her body to the trunk of a tree, fixing herself so firmly and permanently that she would never leave again. 

The eggs deposited beneath her body were thus protected until the larvae were hatched and able to enter their 

own life cycle. As the mother died, the crimson fluid stained the wood surrounding her body, acting as a 

covering. From the dead bodies of such female scarlet worms the commercial scarlet dyes of antiquity were 

extracted. Scarlet thread was used in such purification ceremonies as the cleansing of the leper (Leviticus 

14:4,6), the leprous house (Leviticus 14:49,52) and for general ceremonial uncleanness (Number 19:6). The 

towla dye was the color of blood and would be a natural symbol in such a ceremony. 

Cedar, hyssop and scarlet thread are all symbols of the Messiah dying on the tree for our sins.  

Numbers 19:17-21 Red Heifer 

For an unclean (tzarat) person, ashes from the red heifer, the burnt offering of purification, were put into a jar, 

and fresh living water was poured over them. Then a man who was ceremonially clean would to take some 

hyssop, dip it in the water and sprinkle the tent and all the furnishings, as well as the people who were there. 

But if a person who was unclean did not purify himself on the third and seventh day, he was cut off from the 

community, because he had defiled the sanctuary of YHVH; the water of cleansing had not been sprinkled on 

him, and he was unclean. This was a lasting ordinance for the people of Israel. 

John 4:5-24 The Samaritan Woman 

Who were the people of Samaria? Samaria was a region in the Northern Kingdom of Israel inhabited mostly by 

people of the House of Israel. Assyrians came in during the occupation, settling and intermarrying with the 
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people there (2 Kings 17:5-6,24). As a result, when traveling north, most people from Judah and the Southern 

Kingdom would avoid the region as Samaritans were considered half-breeds in their eyes. But scripture was 

clear that the people who lived in darkness would be redeemed one day.  

The book of John chronicles how Yeshua was traveling north and came to a town in Samaria called Sychar near 

the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph (from the House of Israel). Jacob‘s well was there, and it 

was at this well, at about the ―sixth‖ hour, that Yeshua sat down. While at the well, a woman came to draw 

water, and Yeshua asked her for a drink. This woman was shocked that a man from the House of Judah would 

stop and ask a woman for water and drink "her cup." 

The sixth hour was a foreshadowing of the time during Yeshua‘s crucifixion that darkness would come over the 

whole land, until the ninth hour (Matthew 4:16; Mark 15:33). It would also be a sign for this woman and her 

people of the redemption the Messiah would bring to the lost sheep of the House of Israel, those people who 

lived in darkness (Matthew 15:24). 

Nevertheless there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of 

Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles [those who have lived 

among the Nations], by the way of the sea, along the Jordan. The people walking in darkness have seen a great 

light on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned (Isaiah 9:1-2). 

When Yeshua asked the woman for a drink it was with the understanding that he would be drinking from ―her 

cup.‖ This cup represented the cup from the Law of Jealousy for the adulterous bride (Numbers 5:5-31). The 

House of Israel had become an adulterous bride to Yeshua. She had broken her covenant with Him. A type and 

shadow of the House of Israel, the Samaritan woman was an adulterous woman who had had five husbands 

(likened to the five books of Torah: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy). Yeshua shocked 

the woman by declaring to her His knowledge of this, further saying, "And the one whom you now have is not 

your husband." Meaning that what she was doing now was outside Torah, God‘s teaching and instructions for 

life. She reminded Yeshua who He was – a Jew from the House of Judah – and stated that she was of the House 

of Jacob, the House of Israel. "How can you ask me for a drink?" she said. At this point the woman was very 

aware of the separation between the Two Houses of Israel. Also that the House of Judah was not friendly with 

"her people," as they were considered "unclean" for living among the Nations and thought of as a defiled 

people. Yeshua continued, "If you knew the gift of YHVH and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would 

have asked him and he would have given you Living Water."  

As Israelites, this was "our" cup Yeshua was willing to drink on our behalf. It was not ―His‖ cup as He was 

sinless before His Father. Just before Yeshua died, He prayed in the garden on the Mount of Olives, ―Father, if 

you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.‖ The cup He drank for us was for 

our purification. It was the cup of the adulterous bride called the Law of Jealousy. This cup was pressed to His 

mouth on the end of the hyssop stick at His crucifixion (Matthew 26:39). 

Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and 

put it to His mouth. So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‗It is finished!‘ And bowing His head, 

He gave up His spirit (John 19:29-30). 

The Samaritan woman revealed that her father was Jacob and that the well belonged to him. "He drank from it 

as did his sons and his flocks and herds.‖ (A reference to the covenant of Abraham for ALL Twelve Tribes of 

Israel.) Yeshua said, "Whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will 

become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life" (John 7:38). This was prophetic of the redemptive 

work of the Messiah in renewing the covenant to her. It tells us that the adulterous bride would pass the test for 

the Law of Jealousy because Yeshua would drink the cup intended for her on her behalf. When she would drink 
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her cup, she would be found to be the virtuous bride. Formerly ―lost‖, she was now ―found‖ – back under the 

covering of the Abrahamic Covenant and walking out her redemption according to God‘s ways (John 8:1-11; 

Revelation 19:13). 

She saw that Yeshua was a prophet and said, ―Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews (House of 

Judah) claim that the place where we (House of Israel) must worship is in Jerusalem.‖ Yeshua said, ―A time is 

coming when you will worship the Father neither on this Mountain nor in Jerusalem…a time is coming and has 

now come when true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth‖ (Jeremiah 31:31-36). 

With joy the woman recognized the scripture and realized Yeshua was the Messiah. Her heart opened when she 

saw the forgiveness offered her and her people, the House of Israel. She ran to the village telling of the ―Good 

News,‖ (Good News is an idiom for the Mosaic Covenant, which is the teaching instruction booklet to the 

Abrahamic Covenant) and that the one Moses told them about had come! Yeshua stayed among these people 

two days and showed them the redeemed holy lifestyle in the Living Torah. Many came to believe and put their 

faith in Him as their Messiah. 

It is Yeshua who cleanses us by His Spirit and Truth. Spirit and truth are references to blood and water, what 

came from Yeshua‘s pierced side. YHVH is Spirit and His worshippers must worship Him in Spirit and Truth 

(Jeremiah 3:6-11).  

When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, YHVH made you alive with 

Yeshua. He forgave us all our sins. Having cancelled the written code with its regulations, that was against us 

and that stood opposed to us; He took it away, nailing it to the stake. And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the stake (Colossians 2:13-14). 

The word ―cross‖ is the Greek word strauros (Strong‘s # G4716) meaning: an upright stake, especially a 

pointed one, and, a cross.  

When they came to Yeshua and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the 

soldiers pierced Yeshua' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water [spirit and truth] (John 

19:33-34). 

And I will pour out on the house of David (all Twelve Tribes) and the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of 

grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one 

mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son (Zechariah 12:10). 

On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them 

from sin and impurity [to restore David‘s fallen tent/covenant – Amos 9:11; Acts 15:16] (Zechariah 13:1). 

Yeshua fulfilled all the requirements for the red heifer sacrifice of purification. As an unclean people, this 

requirement in Torah that we could not fulfill, He fulfilled for us. Yeshua cleansed our impurities once and for 

all. He was taken outside the camp to a clean place and, there, sacrificed. Taking our sin upon Himself literally 

killed Him. The hyssop requirement for the red heifer sacrifice was evidenced in the drink brought to him on a 

hyssop branch. The scarlet thread requirement was fulfilled at his death also, for when the sword pierced his 

side, a ―scarlet thread‖ of blood and water from His heart poured out. The fulfillment of the cedar requirement 

was realized in both the wood he carried to the crucifixion site and the Altar of Incense made of cedar. This was 

located in front of the dividing curtain before the ark in the temple. When Yeshua died, the dividing curtain tore 

into two pieces. This could only happen if His blood was accepted on the heavenly Altar of Incense. Once a 

year the Altar of Incense needed atonement. It not only was atoned for by Yeshua‘s blood in the year of His 

death, but was eternally atoned for once and for all (John 19:29; 1 Kings 6:20, Exodus 30:10). 
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Fulfillment of the requirements of the ―cup of bitterness‖ (of the law of jealousy for the adulterous bride) and 

the water of cleansing (with ashes from the red heifer sacrifice to cover the unclean) brought about Yeshua‘s 

death. As Israel, we were both that adulterous bride and that dead (tzaras) body. We were considered dead in 

our trespasses and iniquities from our forefathers before us. Yeshua drank our cup and was our red heifer 

sacrifice. As a result of our adultery and uncleanness, we were worthy of death; therefore Yeshua died that 

death on our behalf. We who believe enter His death and resurrection, and if we die IN Him, we will also rise 

with Him as His resurrected; we are His Firstfruits from the dead.  

For you died and your life is now hidden with Yeshua in YHVH (Colossians 3:3). 

But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people (Psalm 22:6).  

Remember the scarlet description earlier; worm was another word for scarlet (Strong‘s # 8438).  

Wherever scarlet is mentioned, it is a picture of Yeshua dying on the tree, shedding His precious blood – 

atoning, covering, purifying and redeeming us from our sins. Our sin was dealt with that He might "bring many 

sons unto glory." He died for us that we might live through Him. 

Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be 

like wool (Isaiah 1:18). 

Just as there were many who were appalled at Him – His appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man 

and His form marred beyond human likeness – so will He sprinkle many nations (Isaiah 52:14-15).  

Prophesy of Yeshua our Messiah at His crucifixion, that He would sprinkle many people/nations by His blood. 

Before Pilate, all the people answered, "Let His blood be on us and on our children!" (Matthew 27:25). 

The Matthew scripture speaks of FUTURE GENERATIONS! We want Yeshua‘s blood to be upon us! This was 

a cry for all future generations. The law says that whoever touched a dead person needed to be cleansed 

(Numbers 19: the red heifer sacrifice); we were dead in our transgressions. They wanted His blood to be upon 

them to be forgiven, absolved and sanctified of the sin they, their generations, and the whole community 

committed by having walked outside YHVH‘s teaching and instruction given us at Mt Sinai (Exodus 24:3-11).  

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from 

all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of 

stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be 

careful to keep my laws. You will live in the land I gave your forefathers; you will be my people, and I will be 

your God (Ezekiel 36:25-28). 

The hand of YHVH was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of YHVH and set me in the middle of a 

valley; it was full of bones. He asked me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" I said, "O Sovereign YHVH, you 

alone know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 'Dry bones, hear the word of 

YHVH!'" And YHVH said, "I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you 

and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. 

Then you will know that I am YHVH." 

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the 

bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, 

but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to 
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it, 'This is what the Sovereign YHVH says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, 

that they may live.'" So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood 

up on their feet – a vast army. 

Then he said to me: "Son of man, these bones are the whole House of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up 

and our hope is gone; we are cut off.' Therefore prophesy and say to them: 'This is what the Sovereign YHVH 

says: O my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the 

land of Israel. Then you, my people, will know that I am YHVH, when I open your graves and bring you up 

from them. I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will 

know that I YHVH have spoken, and I have done it, declares YHVH'" (Ezekiel 37:1-14). 

Surely YHVH is my salvation (Yeshua); I will trust and not be afraid. YHVH, YHVH, is my strength and my 

song; He has become my salvation [Yeshua]. With joy you will draw Water from the wells of salvation 

[Yeshua] (Isaiah 12:2-3). 

There were many believers and followers of Yeshua at the time, who knew He was the Messiah spoken about 

by the prophets. When Yeshua rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, days before His death, they were the ones who 

shouted "Hosanna, Hosanna, save us completely." At his death, believers knew this would confirm His 

Covenant to them. You want Yeshua‘s blood to be upon you and future generations! Halleluyah! 

The scripture in Matthew 27:25, ―Let His blood be on us and on our children," has been misunderstood for 

years. The "Jewish" people have been falsely accused of Yeshua‘s murder for generations. Many people and 

people groups, including the Church, have done terrible atrocities against the Jewish people, all because this 

scripture had been taken out of context. Would the crusades, inquisition, pogroms, holocausts, and terrorism, as 

well as the thousands of murders and threats and against the innocent Jewish people ever have taken place if 

this scripture was understood and taught correctly?  

Yeshua is the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world (Revelation 13:8). 

He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was 

upon Him and with His stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5).  

This is prophecy of Yeshua‘s death and His blood "sprinkled upon us," which cleanses and heals us from the 

sins of our forefathers. 

So will he sprinkle many nations (Isaiah 52:15). 

Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; 

by His wounds you have been healed (1 Peter 2:24). 

It is as if we were standing there with our ancestors when Moses received the Covenant at Mount Sinai as the 

Israelites present represented not only themselves but also all future generations. In effect, we were with our 

ancestors when Moses sprinkled the blood of the Covenant upon the people. And in the same way, we were 

there with the twelve disciples (who represented the twelve tribes of Israel and their companions) when Yeshua 

took the bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body broken 

for you." Therefore we were there when Yeshua "took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them saying, 

"Drink from it, ALL OF YOU. This is MY BLOOD OF THE COVENANT, which is poured out for many for 

the forgiveness of sins." (The Minchah offering – Leviticus 2; Numbers 15:4; John 6:35. Numbers 15:5; 

Matthew 26:26-27.)  
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Note: In Numbers 15, when the wine offering (representing Yeshua) was introduced with the Minchah (meal 

offering of unleavened bread called challah), the wine and bread were from then on always to be offered 

together. It was to be served for all special vows, freewill offerings and ALL  YHVH‘s Feast days, including 

Shabbat and Rosh Chodesh (New Moon) celebrations, not just at Passover (Numbers 15:3; 28:9-40). Every time 

we break bread and drink the wine, we are remembering the ―Covenant‖ that Yeshua made with us. When we 

do this, the bride is saying, ―We will do everything YHVH has said; we will obey the Covenant.‖  

We were there when Yeshua died and ―we‖ cried, "His blood be upon us and upon our children." We are that 

generation of children that received Yeshua‘s blood upon us (Exodus 24:3-11). 

This is the One who came by water and blood, Yeshua the Messiah. He did not come by water only, but with 

the water and the blood. And the Spirit bears witness because the Spirit is the truth. There are three witnesses – 

the Spirit, the water, and the blood – and these three are in agreement (1 John 5:6-8 CJB). 

Yeshua fulfilled the red heifer sacrifice. As Israel, we had been an unclean tzarat people and we had no hope of 

restoration. Yeshua restored us to Himself by nailing our impurity to the stake. He atoned the Altar of Incense 

and drank our cup. He has cleansed us so that we can now be a sweet aroma to our Father. As Yeshua was a 

Living sacrifice, we are to be living holy sacrifices today with Him (Romans 12:1). He died our death.  

Peter‘s letter was addressed to the Twelve Tribes and those sojourning with them: 

To YHVH‘s elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 

who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of YHVH, the Father, through the sanctifying work of 

the Spirit, for the obedience to Yeshua (the Covenant) and SPRINKLING BY HIS BLOOD (1 Peter 1:2). 

You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to YHVH through Yeshua (1 Peter 2:5). 

"They stumbled because they disobeyed the message…" (1 Peter 2:8-9). What message? The Covenant, the 

teaching and instruction of YHVH given to us through Moses. "which is also what they were destined for! But 

you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to YHVH, that you may declare 

the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful Light. Once you were not a people, but 

now you are the people of YHVH; once you had not received mercy but now you have received mercy‖ 

(because we now understand and walk in obedience to YHVH‘s teaching and instruction). (Hosea 2:25) 

1 Kings 4:33 Solomon’s Wisdom 

He spoke three thousand proverbs and his songs numbered a thousand and five. He described plant life, from 

the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of the wall. 

The mention of the cedar and hyssop plant together could just look like big plant versus little plant. But just 

maybe King Solomon, who received wisdom from YHVH, understood that only Ha Mashiach, the Messiah of 

Israel, could fulfill the red heifer requirement for purification. "Men of ALL NATIONS came to listen to 

Solomon‘s wisdom, sent by all the kings of the world, who heard of his wisdom" (1 Kings 4:30). 

When Yeshua came as high priest of the good things that are already here, He went through the greater and 

more perfect Tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. He did not enter by 

means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, 

having obtained eternal redemption. The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those 

who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the 
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blood of Yeshua, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences 

from acts of useless rituals that lead to death, so that we may serve the Living YHVH! (Hebrews 9:11-14). 

He has showed you. O man, what is good. And what does YHVH require of you? To act justly and to love 

mercy and to walk humbly with your God (Micah 6:8). 

In Numbers 20-21, the Israelites arrived at the Desert of Zin near Kadesh. Miriam died there and the community 

grumbled against Moses for lack of water. This time it was out of fear not anger that they quarreled with Moses. 

When Moses and Aaron were called to speak to the Rock for a miraculous flow of water, they spoke to the 

Israelites in anger and struck the rock. To misrepresent the Word of YHVH was a grievous error. YHVH 

intended for the sheep to be led, not struck with harsh words. The show of a stony heart rendered Moses and 

Aaron unclean, as the Israelites before them, and they too could not enter the land.  

The parsha ends with the Israelites not allowed to pass through the boarders of Edom (Esau‘s lineage and 

territory). At Mount Hor, Aaron‘s passing was eminent. His next eldest son, Eleazar, was made High Priest 

before the whole community entered into mourning for Aaron.  

They continued their journey, passing the Red Sea to go around Edom, where they began to grumble against 

Moses again due to the lack of water. Lack of bread and water was a direct result of their attitudes (lashon hara) 

toward the Living Word. This dried up the Living Water and made the manna tasteless. In other words, their 

hearts rendered Yeshua and Torah unpalatable to them. YHVH sent poisonous snakes among them. They cried 

out in repentance for YHVH to save them. When Moses lifted up a bronze snake on a pole and the people 

looked at it, they lived. This reflected the love and care of YHVH for them, as the bronze snake foreshadowed 

Yeshua and how He would die lifted up on a stake for our deliverance. Those who cried out and looked upon 

Him (His Word, Torah) lived. 

As the Israelites traveled toward Moab and the Amorites (Lot‘s family), they camped at Oboth (desires), Iye 

Abarim (mountain beyond), Zered Valley (brook), and Arnon (rushing water). From there they continued to 

Beer (a well), where they were given water. They then traveled into the desert to Mattanah (gift of YHVH), 

Nahaliel (valley of YHVH), Bamoth (high places) to the valley in Moab. The people of Moab refused to give 

them passage through their land. Instead they entered into war with them and lost their land to the Israelites. 

To be continued… 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Carl and Julie Parker 
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Chukat - Waters in the Wilderness by Natan Lawrence 
 

http://www.messianicisrael.com/waters-in-the-wilderness/2007-2008/chukat.html  

Waters in the Wilderness - 2007-2008  

Written by Natan Lawrence; Thursday, 03 July 2008 10:52 

Scriptures: Numbers 19:1-22:1 

Haftorah Reading: Judges 11:1-33 

B’rit Chadashah 
Hebrews 9:11–22; 13:10–13 

1 Corinthians 10:4 

John 4:10,14; 7:37 

Revelation 22:17 

John 3:9–21; 12:32 

Luke 10:19 

Etz Chayeem Hoo (He Is a Tree of Life) 

Yeshua is a tree of life to those who take hold of Him, and those who support Him are praiseworthy. His 

ways are ways of pleasantness and all of His paths are shalom. Bring us back YHVH to You, and we shall 

come, renew our days as of old. 

As we begin to study the Torah let us never forget that YESHUA THE MESSIAH is the Living Torah, the 

Torah-Word of Elohim made flesh. He is the way, the truth and the life — the Living Manna sent from heaven. 

Without Him living in our lives through the indwelling Presence of his Set-Apart/Kadosh Spirit (Who leads us 

into all truth and revelation) the Written Torah can become the dead letter of the law! 

Outline of This Week’s Parashah (Torah Portion) 

¶ 19:1 The Red Heifer  

¶ 20:1 Miriam‘s Death  

¶ 20:3 The People Complain for Lack of Water and Against the Manna 

¶ 20:7 YHVH Commands Moses to Bring Water from the Rock 

¶ 20:9 Moses Sins by Striking the Rock and Is Punished by Not Being Permitted to Lead the Israelites into 

the Promised Land 

¶ 21:1 Amalek Attacks the Israelites 

¶ 21:4 The Israelites Murmur Again; Complaining About the Manna and Lack of Water 

¶ 21:6 Fiery Serpents Attack the Complainers 

¶ 21:8 Moses Constructs a Serpent on a Pole and the People Are Healed of the Venomous Bites  

http://www.messianicisrael.com/waters-in-the-wilderness/2007-2008/chukat.html
http://www.messianicisrael.com/waters-in-the-wilderness.html
http://www.messianicisrael.com/waters-in-the-wilderness/2007-2008-2.html
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Study Questions For This Week’s Midrash (Torah Discussion): 

1. 19:2 Red heifer. How does the red heifer point to Yeshua? The Jews are at a loss to explain the 

significance of this ritual. They call this a statute (chukim) or a commandment from YHVH that has no 

apparent explanation, but which is done simply out of obedience. Some clues to help you link the red 

heifer to Yeshua might include the following: the color red, the burning of the cow, the cow‘s spotless 

purity, she had never born a yoke, and the heifer was slain outside the camp. Additionally, hyssop, cedar 

wood and scarlet were thrown into the fire. Each was symbolic of something that prophetically points to 

Yeshua‘s sin atoning work at the cross. 

 

(For a complete discussion of the red heifer, see our teaching article at 

http://www.hoshanarabbah.org/pdfs/redheifer.pdf.)  

2. 20:2–3 There was no water … the people chided with Moses. Do you suffer lack in your life? Scripture 

says that Yeshua will supply all of our needs (Phil 4:19). Do you get angry with YHVH and murmur 

against him for your lot in life and for the bad things that happen to you? Or do you give thanks to him 

for all that happens (1ױThess 5:18) knowing that all things work to good for the benefit of our being 

conformed into the image of Yeshua (Rom 8:28–29)? We must go through the wilderness of life before 

entering the Promised Land. Those who murmured did not enter the Promised Land. If we keep fighting 

or resisting our trials in the wilderness instead of learning from them and overcoming them, then how 

will we be able to enter the Promised Land? It is about faith in the promises of YHVH. Do we truly 

believe his Word when he says he will supply all of our needs?  

3. 20:5 It [the wilderness] is not a place of seed and fig and grape and pomegranates; and there is no 

water to drink. This was the complaint of the people against YHVH. In Hebraic thought, water, the fig 

tree, wine from the grape, as well as oil, milk and honey (the two symbols of the Promised Land) are all 

metaphors for Torah (see Everyman’s Talmud, pp. 133–134). The Israelites were seeking physical food, 

but were missing the spiritual food (i.e. Torah, faith in his Word and promises) that YHVH was 

abundantly providing them during their wilderness walk. Additionally, the Hebrew word for wilderness 

is b’midbar (the Hebrew name for the book of Numbers), which means ―in the wilderness, desert, 

uninhabited land or pasture.” The root word of midbar is the word dabar meaning ―to speak, declare, 

command, promise or commune.‖ In a number of instances in Scripture, the terms word/dabar of 

God/Elohim or word /dabar of the LORD/YHVH is used to denote words coming directly from the 

mouth of YHVH. In the Tabernacle/Mishkan, the Most Set-Apart Place was called the D’veer (a cognate 

of the word debar) or oracle where Moses went to receive the word of YHVH. 

 

What is the point of this brief word study? While going through the wilderness of life, if we have an 

attitude of gratitude instead of one of complaining, murmuring, doubt, fear and unbelief in the Word and 

promises of YHVH will we be more likely to understand his purposes, instructions, (i.e. Torah), his 

heart and his plans for our lives? Will we hear his voice more clearly and understand his will for our 

lives thereby receiving hope for the future and strengthened faith? One can waste one‘s energy on 

murmuring and never grow up spiritually, or one can determine to hear YHVH and to commune with 

him in the wilderness of life and seek spiritual enrichment out of that wilderness and view it as our 

training ground for entering the Promised Land. Will you make a conscious effort to redirect your 

thoughts and attitude positively while never forgetting the bitter lessons of our Israelite forefathers: that 

murmuring accomplished nothing except leading to death?  

4. 21:5 Our soul loathes this light bread. The rabbis teach that the ability to expound the Torah was 

granted primarily to those who ate the manna. That is why they were granted the opportunity to delve 

deeply into the meaning of the words and could draw out the deep meaning of the Words of Elohim 

(ArtScroll Davis Edition Baal haTurim Chumash/Bamidbar, p. 1582). Who is the manna from heaven 

that has the words of life and truth (John 6:32–51,63)? What did Yeshua say that Believers must do with 

this manna (John 6:53–58)? Those who complain about YHVH‘s manna cannot properly ingest it or 

http://www.hoshanarabbah.org/pdfs/redheifer.pdf
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appreciate it, whereas those who have a heart of gratitude and who relish YHVH‘s Word will derive 

much benefit therefrom. How much do you love Yeshua—the Living Torah and the Written Torah? 

Many profess to love Yeshua, the Living Torah, but spend great energy attempting to prove that the 

Written Torah is no longer for us today. This is impossible to prove, for Scripture clearly teaches that 

Yeshua was the Word of Elohim made flesh (John 1:1,14). How much revelation will these people 

receive from YHVH‘s Word—both the Hebrew Scriptures and the Apostolic Scriptures, which are an 

outgrowth of and founded upon the Hebrew Scriptures (Tanakh)? What was YHVH‘s response to those 

who murmured against the bread and water he provided for them? Did he not allow snakes (evil spirits; 

see Luke 10:19) to torment them until they were destroyed or finally repented?  

5. 21:6 YHVH sent fiery serpents. YHVH judged Israel for murmuring by sending fiery serpents among 

them. How often do we lash out with our tongues to kill, steal and destroy, to sow discord among 

brethren (which YHVH hates and calls an abomination, Prov 6:16–19)? The mouths of the unrighteous 

are an open tomb spewing out death and destruction (Rom 3:13; Prov 18:21). Many times it is the little 

comments, the innuendos, the sharp vocal tones, the little sarcasms, the cryptic comments, the quick 

little criticisms and complaints in passing that do the most damage to others and grieve the Spirit of 

Elohim in our lives and in our congregations. Think about this. Pray that your words may speak life, not 

death, to others. Pray that you would be so full of the love and the Spirit of Yeshua and that no 

destructive words would ever come from your mouth.  

6. 21:7 We have sinned, for we have spoken against YHVH. The rabbis teach that Israel was punished with 

serpents because they acted in the manner of the serpent that deceived Adam and Eve, for they spoke 

malicious slander against the manna. Both incidents involved food, a great area of weakness and one to 

which humans are subject to temptation (ArtScroll Baal haTurim Chumash/Bamidbar, p. 1608). Can you 

see the parallels here? Who created Adam and Eve and gave them instructions concerning the Tree of 

Knowledge? And who gave them the manna in the wilderness and later identified himself as the spiritual 

manna in John 6? Satan spoke evil against YHVH-Yeshua (in his pre-incarnate state), and later incited 

Israel to speak against the manna (a type of Yeshua, the Bread of Life). Satan also tempted Yeshua over 

the issue of food and manna in Matthew 4. What are the implications here? Discuss physical versus 

spiritual food, physical and spiritual food that is forbidden of YHVH versus that which is permitted, and 

how Satan uses the issue of food to try to turn us away from the path of righteousness and obedience to 

YHVH.  

7. Rabbi Samson Hirsch in his commentary on the fiery serpents notes that they had been there all along 

dogging the Israelites, but had been held back by the gracious hand of YHVH such that the Israelites 

were unaware of the serpents‘ presence (The Pentateuch/Numbers, p. 381). The sin of doubt, unbelief 

and malicious slander against YHVH and his anointed servant, Moses, caused YHVH to remove his 

protective hand of grace—as a judgment to bring Israel unto repentance—allowing the serpents, who 

had been there all along, access to the malcontents. The same situation occurred when Ananias and 

Sapphira lied to the Set-Apart Spirit and they were struck dead (Acts 5). What are the implications here? 

When we have so grieved the Spirit of YHVH and resisted his entreaties to walk in right relationship 

and obedience to him so that he can bless us, does he withhold his hand of grace and allow the evil one 

to attack us to bring us to repentance? Are you repeatedly dogged by (demonic?) attacks in a certain area 

of your life? Is YHVH calling you to repent? On the other hand, how many would-be attackers are 

lurking in the shadows of your life waiting for you to sin, or waiting for you to step out from under the 

blood of Yeshua and to put down the shield of faith by which the fiery darts of the Evil One against you 

are quenched (Eph 6:16)? How often do you think that the gracious and merciful hand of YHVH 

protects you from the attacks of the fiery serpents in your life? Give him praise and rejoice!  

8. 21:8–9 Moses made a serpent of brass. The serpent on the bronze pole is another prophetic picture of 

the redemptive work of Yeshua. What are the parallels? Why is the pole bronze? Why is it a snake and 

how does that picture Yeshua? Why a pole? (See John 3:14 and 12:32.)  
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Numbers 21: The Process of Overcoming 

From Sin to Victory and Salvation! 

¶ 21:4–9 The bronze serpent on the pole is a prophetic picture of salvation at the cross of Yeshua from the 

sting of death brought on by sin (1 Cor 15:55–57). This is a picture of the Believer‘s initial salvation.  

¶ 21:10–22:1 Here is a recounting of the wilderness trek before entering the Promised Land. It was a time 

of testing, refining, building of faith, learning obedience for the Israelites. This is a picture of the 

spiritual walk of the Believer through the wilderness of this physical life.  

¶ 21:14–35 While crossing the wilderness, the Israelites had to fight and overcome the enemy—i.e., those 

who would keep them from fulfilling their YHVH-ordained destiny to possess the land and inheritance 

he had promised them. First comes the fighting and overcoming, followed by the victories. The life of 

the Believer is one of spiritual struggle, as well, against the world, the flesh and the devil (see Rom 7; 2 

Cor 10:3–5; Eph 6:10–18).  

¶ 21:10, 14–18 We read how Israel was refreshed with water from the rock. These were the wells of 

salvation (Isa 11:3). There is a springing up of joy and praise (verse 17) as victory is experienced, and 

YHVH makes rivers to flow out of seemingly dry and barren situations (verse 18). We, too, are called to 

come to the rivers of salvation, the river of life and to become ourselves a river of life to all those with 

whom we come into contact (John 7:37–39).  

Numbers 19:1-11 The Red Heifer 

The Jewish sages say that the commandment (mitzvah) of the red cow is ―beyond human understanding.‖ Like 

the afikoman (the middle broken matzah that is ―buried‖ and ―resurrected‖—a picture of the death, burial and 

resurrection of Yeshua) in the Pesach (Passover) Seder, the meaning of which to this day remains unclear to the 

Jewish rabbis, the red cow is a ritual that makes sense only when Yeshua the Messiah is added to the picture. 

(For a complete discussion of the red heifer, see our teaching article at 

http://www.hoshanarabbah.org/pdfs/redheifer.pdf. 

Numbers 21:4-9 The Fiery Serpents 

The fiery serpents were a righteous judgment Elohim brought upon Israel for murmuring and unbelief. Israel 

had ―sharpened their tongues like a serpent‖ (Ps 140:3) and ―their throat [was] an open sepulcher; with their 

tongues have … used deceit; the poison of asps [was] under their lips‖ (Rom. 3:13). All this was directed at 

YHVH and Moses. The Israelites reaped what they had sown. Elohim loosed fiery serpents upon the Israelites 

to bite and sting to death the unbelieving murmurers. 

The wilderness Elohim led the Israelites through was full of fiery serpents and scorpions (Deut 8:15), yet this is 

the only account in the Torah of these creatures ever attacking Israel. YHVH had protected them to this point 

and just this once he pulled back his hand of providential protection and grace allowing them to experience the 

due recompense of their sinful actions. How often has our merciful Father withheld the just desserts of our 

faithless, rebellious and abominable action against him and gracefully protected us from the full consequences 

of our sin? If we fail to hear his soft voice of correction he will deal more harshly with us until our attention is 

gained (Ps 32:8–9). All he has to do is withdraw his hand of protection that restrains the judgments we all 

deserve and the ―fiery serpents‖ will likewise attack us. Ananias and Sapphira are examples of this. Job 

experienced some of this, as well. 

(For a complete discussion of the fiery serpents, see our teaching article at 

http://www.hoshanarabbah.org/pdfs/fieryserpents.pdf. 

http://www.hoshanarabbah.org/pdfs/redheifer.pdf
http://www.hoshanarabbah.org/pdfs/fieryserpents.pdf
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Haftorah Reading – Judges 11:1-33 

Jephthah: A Man of Valor From the Other Side of the Tracks 

1. 11:1–2 Was the son of a harlot. YHVH can raise up anyone to accomplish his purposes—even men of 

low degree. YHVH does not judge a man by his outward appearances, but by the condition of his heart (1 Sam 

16:7). In YHVH‘s eyes, what was Jephthah? (See verse 1.) Are there specters from your past that still haunt you 

and hold you back, or have you overcome them by the blood of the Lamb and assumed your new identity as 

more than a conqueror who is seated in heavenly places with Yeshua? (Read Phil 4:13; Rom 8:37; Rev 12:11; 

Col 2:12; Eph 2:6; for your inspiration and edification, also read Zec 4:6 and 1ױCor 1:27.) YHVH can take any 

vessel, no matter how average it may be, and elevate it for his purposes providing the vessel has faith and 

willingness to be used. In this way, YHVH and not man gets the glory. Will you be such a vessel in YHVH‘s 

hands?  

2. 11:12 Jephthah sent messengers unto the king. Before going to war with the people of Ammon, 

Jephthah made every effort to diplomatically resolve Israel‘s differences with that hostile nation. Armed 

conflict was still the result, but YHVH gave Israel the victory. 

 

What can we learn from this? Yeshua instructs us to make every attempt to create peace with our enemies 

before resorting to legal (or in Jephtha‘s case, lethal) means (Matt 5:25–26). When all else fails, if one is 

walking in the paths of righteousness, know that YHVH will back you when, as a last resort, you come to blows 

with your enemies. 

 

In Scripture, there exists no prohibition against self defense. Some will use Yeshua‘s admonition to turn the 

other cheek (Matt 5:39) as justification not to defend oneself against an aggressor, and that somehow doing so 

will be a witness to one‘s enemy of the love of Yeshua. Not defending oneself may accomplish this noble goal, 

but more likely the aggressor will view it as a sign of weakness to justify increased aggression against you. 

 

When Yeshua said to turn the other cheek what did he really mean? Was Yeshua justifying pacifism in place of 

self defense? According to Hebrew scholars, David Biven and Roy Blizzard, pacifism has never been part of 

Hebrew thought or culture. It is permissible to kill in order to defend oneself. The authors point out that some of 

Yeshua‘s disciples were armed (Luke 22:38,50), and that once Yeshua even suggested that his disciples 

purchase swords (Luke 22:35–37). When instructing his disciples to turn the other cheek, Yeshua was not 

talking about how to deal with violent aggressors such as rapists, robbers, or murderers, or when facing an 

enemy in battle. Rather he was talking about the fundamentals of brotherly relationship—how to relate to our 

neighbors. In other words, if a friend embarrasses us by slapping us in the face, we are not to slap him back, but 

instead to offer him the other cheek. This has nothing to do with a battlefield situation or when dealing with a 

violent aggressor. (Understanding the Difficult Words of Jesus, pp. 68–71).  

3. 11:29 Then the Spirit of YHVH came upon Jephthah. There are those who claim that the power and gifts 

of YHVH‘s Spirit were unknown in biblical times prior to the outpouring of the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost 

in Acts 2. This is not altogether true when one considers this passage concerning Jephthah. What are some other 

examples of YHVH‘s Spirit coming upon Israelites in the pre-Day of Pentecost era? (See Num 11:26–27; 24:2; 

Judg 3:10; 6:34; 13:25; 14:6,19; 15:14; 1ױSam 10:11; 11:6; 19:20–24; 1ױChron 12:18; 2ױChron 24:20.)  

4. 11:30 Jephthah vowed a vow. Rash words (or vows) spoken may come back to haunt a person. Be 

careful with the mouth. Proverbs 10:19 says, ―In the multitude of words there lacks not sin, but he that refrains 

his lips is wise.‖ Not only that, was Jephthah attempting to negotiate with YHVH? If so, was this a wise move? 

Does YHVH really need or want anything that we could possible give him in order to curry his favor? There is 

only one thing that he wants from us. What is that? (Read Hos 6:6; 1ױSam 15:22; Mic 6:8; Isa 66:2.) The heart 

of man is always the issue with YHVH! (1ױSam 16:7; 1ױSam 13:14; Acts 13:22)  

 



 

July 9, 2009 Triennial_41_01_Chukkat_2009_06_06_Normal.doc 27 

 

Chukat - Cutting to the Root by Boaz & Rina Dreyer 
http://www.messianicisrael.com/cutting-to-the-root/2007-2008/chukat.html  

Cutting to the Root - 2007-2008 Written by Boaz & Rina Dreyer    Thursday, 03 July 2008 18:28 

Scriptures: Numbers 19:1 – 21:35 

Haftara: Judges 11:1-33 

Parshat Chukat brings one of the most famous of biblical stories: Moses strikes the rock and is thereafter barred 

from entering the land of Canaan. The outline of the story is sparse. Toward the end of the Israelites' 40-year 

journey through the wilderness, the people begin to whine and grumble (once again) about their thirst. In 

response, Moses and his brother Aaron consult with YHVH, who tells them to speak to a stone and it will bring 

forth water. Moses, instead, berates the people – "Listen up, you rebels!" – and strikes the rock. Water comes 

forth and the people drink, but YHVH punishes Moses and Aaron, saying, "Because you did not trust in Me 

enough to make Me holy before the Israelites, you will not bring this assembly into the land that I have given 

them." Everlastingly holy as YHVH may be, Moses and Aaron fail to demonstrate God‘s holiness to the people 

and for this they are chastised and severely punished. 

For over 2000 years, rabbinic commentators have struggled to understand the nature of Moses' sin and, thus to 

understand what Moses failed to do in order to make God holy before the Israelites. The commentators have 

diverged significantly. Rashi, for example, says that Moses' sin is that he struck the stone, whereas Maimonides 

says it is that he lost his temper. Ramban, with a third interpretation, teaches that Moses' sin was in claiming too 

much power for himself.  

Like Moses, we have had occasion to hear others' grievances and identified them as affronts against us, as 

greed, or perhaps we have turned away unwilling or unable to face their needs with an open hand. 

Our own needs and thirsts should not be denied. Still, our responsibility to make YHVH holy in the eyes of 

others (and in our own eyes as well) makes it incumbent upon us not to deny the thirsts of those who turn to us 

for help. It is upon us to see and correctly identify the rightful claims that others bring. Perhaps through this we 

learn that we can indeed bring YHVH's holiness to all people. On our narrow path through this world we are 

bound to err, but we must keep trying to walk that road through the wilderness by recognizing the full humanity 

of those who journey with us.  

Three Dimensions of Torah 

This is a lesson adapted from a teaching by of the late Rabbi Menachen M. Scheerson, The Lubavitch Rebbe. 

This week's Sidra, Chukat, tells of the death of Aaron, Moses' brother, in whose merit the miraculous "Clouds 

of Glory" used to accompany the Children of Israel in their journey through the desert. When Aaron died the 

"clouds" disappeared, later reappearing in the merit of Moses. Two other outstanding miracles that accompanied 

the Israelites were the Manna that fell daily and the "Well of Miriam" which supplied them with water.  

What were the essential characteristics of the three miracles of the well, the Manna and the Clouds of Glory?  

The Clouds of Glory protected the people externally. The protected them from harsh winds, they exterminated 

the snakes and serpents that infested the wilderness, they smoothed out the mountains, and they cleaned and 

http://www.messianicisrael.com/cutting-to-the-root/2007-2008/chukat.html
http://www.messianicisrael.com/cutting-to-the-root.html
http://www.messianicisrael.com/cutting-to-the-root/2007-2008-2.html
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"pressed" the Israelites' clothes as the Torah relates, "Your clothes did not wear upon you." All of these are 

external functions.  

The Manna was a wonderful food in which one could experience any taste one desired. Food is something that 

is absorbed internally and provides nourishment and sustenance.  

The Well of Miriam was a source of water, which is not in itself a nourishment. The principal function of water 

is to act as a medium to carry food to all parts of the body.  

Three different aspects of Torah are signified and paralleled by the Clouds, the Manna and the Well. Three is an 

aspect of Torah which is absorbed internally like Manna; there is aspect that provides external protection, like 

the Clouds of Glory, and there is that aspect of Torah that carries the "external protection" and the 

"nourishment" to all – like the water of Miriam's Well.  

Manna in Torah 

Torah comes from the Hebrew word Hora'ah ("teaching"), signifying that Torah provides a code and guide for 

our conduct in life. This guidance must be thoroughly understood and absorbed, so that each person may know 

exactly how to guide his own conduct, as well as that of his family and household. Just as the Manna was 

presented in different ways to those of different spiritual levels – the righteous finding it ready to eat while 

others had to grind it – so is Torah "ingested" in different ways according to the absorptive capacity of the 

individual. There are some who fulfill their obligation of Torah-study by reading the Shema prayer (if more is 

impossible for them), whereas others have the obligation to study Torah all day! 

Clouds of Glory in the Torah  

When we step out into the parched wilderness of the everyday world, where evil forces abound like the snakes 

and scorpions in the Sinai desert of old, we are protected by the force of Mesirat Nefesh (self-sacrifice) which 

each and every Child of Israel possesses by virtue of his intrinsic connection and link with Torah. Just as a 

Torah-scroll is complete and wholly sacred only when all its letters are complete, so all of the Nation together – 

from the one who is on the very lowest spiritual level onward – have the "Torah-common-denominator" of 

Mesirat Nefesh, the potential to give his life for YHVH.  

This dimension is the "Clouds of Glory" of the Torah. The Clouds encompassed and protected all the Children 

of Israel – even those few who still clung to idolatry – from the crossing of the Red Sea till their entry into 

Israel. In a similar way, this aspect of Torah encompasses each and every one of our people from the greatest to 

the smallest. It gives us the strength to go through the awful wilderness, not to fear the snakes and serpent, and 

to be constantly imbued with a spirit of self-sacrifice.  

The previous Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Joseph Isaac Schneershon of blessed memory, told how he was once 

standing with a large motley group of Jews taking a shelter from the Nazi bombardment of Warsaw. In the 

group were such a wide range of spiritual personalities as the Rebbe, middle-of-the road Jews, simple Jews, and 

those who were not even aware that they had any connection with Judaism. But when a bomb exploded not far 

from them, the entire group cried out in unison, "Shema Israel." 

"Water of Miriam's Well" in Torah 

Water has the essential characteristic that it descends from high places to low places. The Torah, too, descended 

from the heights of lofty, Divine, profound wisdom to become clothed in the actual letters and words of the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabbi_Menachem_Mendel_Schneerson
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Written Torah, which thereby become "available" to everyone. Whoever recites the word of the Torah (even if 

he does not understand what the words mean) even if he understands no more than the simple explanation, 

receives the nourishment (Manna) and protection (Clouds of Glory) of Torah.  

Shabbat Shalom 

 


